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Church Services 

Worship at St Margaret’s Church 

ALL SERVICES ARE NOW PUBLIC 

       

Sunday:  08:00-08:30  Said Mass 

  10:00-11:00  Mass with music 

Live Streamed & available on web site 

Sermon wri琀琀en copy online 

 

First Sunday of the month   17:30-18:10  Mass  
with music for family groups followed by pasta/pizza in the Lower Hall. 

 

Wednesday: 19:30             Said Mass 

Thursday: 09:30   Said Mass 

  14:00-16:00  Church open for personal prayer 

    (Term 琀椀me only) 
Friday:  09:00  Said Mass 

Saturday: 09:00  Said Mass 

 

 

Details and services are correct at 琀椀me of publishing. 
For up to date arrangements for all services and fes琀椀vals 
please see the web site. This is updated regularly.  
 

www.saintmargaretsleigh.org 
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Re昀氀ec琀椀ons on joint priestly oversight                          
ques琀椀onnaire for St.Margaret's Leigh and 

St.David's Eastwood by Fr.David (July 17th 2023)  
34 ques琀椀onnaires were returned from members of Saint 
Margaret of An琀椀och (SMA) and 19 from Saint David (SD).  
This represents  approximately 60% of the regular Sunday 
congrega琀椀on of SMA and 85% for SD.  Although the life of 
the parishes is not con昀椀ned to Sundays clearly this was the 
focus for most respondents and for quite a few the only one 
commented on in detail. The 0800 mass at SMA would        
remain unchanged as would the monthly 1730.                       
Consequently focusing on the main mass 琀椀me of 1000 at 
SMA and the only mass at SD at 1000, the results were         
interes琀椀ng.  For SMA the most popular 昀椀rst choice was 
1030 with 0930 being the second most favoured choice. 
Only 4 people wanted no change and 4 expressed 1100 as a 
second best op琀椀on with 1 preferring this 琀椀me. Interes琀椀ngly 
for SD the majority 昀椀rst choice was no change at 1000 with 
0930 being the strongest second choice.  At SD there were 
also 3 昀椀rst choices and 2 second choices for 1100.   

One doesn't have to work for NASA to work out that what-
ever is chosen will not suit all who currently a琀琀end but part 
of the purpose of the ques琀椀onnaire was to dis琀椀ll disposi琀椀on 
towards those we need to evangelise and encourage – that 
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is not current but future poten琀椀al congrega琀椀ons. Before 
moving on to the ques琀椀ons with that intent the reac琀椀on to 
daily worship and feasts was important.   

For feast days (eg: Candlemas, Ascension, Corpus Chris琀椀, 
patronals etc but excluding Christmas Ash Wednesday and 
Easter) there was an overwhelming desire in both parishes 
not to transfer feasts to Sundays even if they didn't a琀琀end. 
This was supplemented at SD by a couple of sugges琀椀ons 
for day琀椀me worship and at SMA with a couple of sugges-
琀椀ons for an earlier evening start of 1900.  There were also 
a couple of sugges琀椀ons in each parish that these could be 
shared or alternated.  The response to daily worship was 
interes琀椀ng in both parishes.  It was essen琀椀ally considered 
important to maintain even if they do not a琀琀end. There 
was a couple of responses for SD that thought evening 
midweek would be helpful.  The ques琀椀onnaire asked the 
ques琀椀on if daily worship and mid week feasts were not 
used why not. 13 answered this ques琀椀on at SMA and 4 at 
SD. Most were le昀琀 blank.  The most common reason given 
for SMA was age and illness although 3 at SD gave work 
and 2 at SMA thought they should consider this as part of 
their spiritual life and growth.  

Christmas, Easter, Mothering Sunday, Harvest Fes琀椀val and 
Remembrance are o昀琀en used across the Church, to reach 
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the wider community beyond the congrega琀椀on such as 
uniformed groups and schools.  Ques琀椀ons were asked    
separately for Christmas and Easter and then the other 
“mission sundays” of Mothering Sunday Harvest and         
Remembrance.  For Christmas and Easter only 3 people   
expressed no interest in anything apart from the Sunday 
Service. For SD there was a desire to a琀琀end but this was 
equally prevented by lack of priestly presence and            
personal physical circumstances (age, in昀椀rmity etc).  As in 
daily worship and feast day worship a goodly number in 
both parishes thought the liturgies outside the Sunday 
mass important for Christmas and Easter even if they          
didn't a琀琀end.  For mission Sundays; at SMA there was a 
greater desire for 昀氀exibility to encourage those who don't 
normally come to church – both 琀椀me and content. For SD 
a third of respondents wanted no change, a third didn't 
comment and a third wanted some 昀氀exibility including a 
couple of sugges琀椀ons for alterna琀椀ng between parishes.  

The ques琀椀onnaire asked about the importance and           
connec琀椀on with schools ministry. At SD 4 felt this was not 
important and at SMA this was 2.  3 of the respondents at 
SMA and 1 at SD had current connec琀椀ons.   

Some respondents in both parishes o昀昀ered their desire for 
things not men琀椀oned such as periodic healing services, 
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evensong and benedic琀椀on, sta琀椀ons of the cross and a 
monthly evening service at SD.  I also noted that in both 
parishes we had a tradi琀椀on of regular services in residen-
琀椀al homes that had been a casualty of covid and lack of 
priest, although these have in the past and could in the         
future be lay led.  

Overall I was le昀琀 with some key re昀氀ec琀椀ons.  At SD there is 
both a strong desire for con琀椀nuity and also great               
apprecia琀椀on of the provision of competent lay led worship.  
At SMA there is an apprecia琀椀on of the need for change and 
occasional 昀氀exibility in worship in order to evangelise.  In 
both parishes non-Sunday worship is important even if 
a琀琀endance is low and feast days should be marked on the 
day 

Balancing the key elements: desire for con琀椀nuity, pastoral 
care of exis琀椀ng members, provision of adequate ministry 
(lay and ordained) with limited resources, and the need to 
grow both numbers and commitment will be challenging.  
Please pray for your wardens, PCC members and myself.  

Next steps  

I am mee琀椀ng with the Churchwardens at the end of July. I 
will then issue my alterna琀椀ve proposals for the PCCs to 
consider on behalf of the congrega琀椀ons and make my         
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decision by the end of August.  If that is then accepted by 
both parishes I will then request the archdeacon to           
commence pu琀�ng the legal measures into place and meet 
the red lines we have previously outlined.  

Fr.David  

17th July 2023 

St.Michael's Independent Church of England  

Preparatory School  100 Years.  
The centenary year for our church school con琀椀nues and I 
had the delight of hos琀椀ng Sr.Grace from the Order of the 
Holy Paraclete (OHP) for our school Pentecost mass and 

events for two days.  
She was the last nun 
to teach at the school 
and the        children 
delighted in her stories 
and            company – 
not least her daily 
evening swim in the 
pool that some now 
want brought back! 
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A Memorial Window 

Janet Starkey 

Barbara Southward’s ar琀椀cle in the last issue of the Bulle-
琀椀n giving the history of the stained-glass window in the 
apse of St Margarets reminded me of some remarkable 
stained glass I had seen a few years ago in the small 
church of All Saints, Tudeley in Kent.  All Saints is only a 
very small church, but it has a long history and there is 
evidence to suggest people have been worshipping at 
Tudeley since the 7th century.  The church was rebuilt in 
the 13th and 14th centuries but the windows are rela琀椀ve-
ly modern and are truly remarkable because they were 
designed by a Russian Jewish ar琀椀st called Marc Chagall.  
In fact All Saints, Tudeley, is the only church in the world 
to have all its windows designed by Chagall. 

The reason for the windows being made for a small 
church in Kent began with a tragedy.  In 1963, Sarah, 
aged 21 and a daughter of Sir Henry and Lady D’Avigdor-

Goldsmid, was drowned in a sailing accident o昀昀 Rye, E. 
Sussex.  Sarah had been brought up as a Chris琀椀an even 
though her father was Jewish and had worshipped at the 
li琀琀le church of All Saints with her mother and sister.  She 
had also been taken to Paris and had admired some 
wonderful stained-glass windows  designed by Marc 
Chagall which were on display in the Louvre prior to     
being installed in the synagogue of the Hudassah        
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Hospital in Jerusalem.  Therefore, following the death of 
their daughter, the couple approached Marc Chagall and 
asked him to design a memorial to their daughter for the 
East Window of All Saints, Tudeley.  The ar琀椀st hadn’t wanted 
to take on the contract as he was ge琀�ng on in years and 
was pain琀椀ng the ceiling of The Grand Opera House in Paris 
at the 琀椀me.  However, he reluctantly agreed to design the 
window in watercolour, and this was made into glass with 
the collabora琀椀on of the glass worker, Charles Marq, in 
Reims. 

The window was installed in the church in 1967 and when 
the ar琀椀st came over for the dedica琀椀on service and saw the 
church for the 昀椀rst 琀椀me, he exclaimed “It’s magni昀椀cent!  I 
will do them all”.  Over the next 11 years Chagall designed 
the remaining 11 windows with the help of Charles Marq.  
The ar琀椀st generously o昀昀ered the windows as a gi昀琀 to the 
grief-stricken family and the local community and they were 
昀椀nally completed in 1985, the year of his death.  He was 98! 

We were lucky enough to visit on a bright morning when the 
sun was shining through and the colours, mostly marine 
blues, purple and gold, were very clear and bright and 
looked like jewels.  The memorial window shows Sarah and 
a small sailing boat being tossed about on a rough sea while 
her mother stands alone on the shore.   Christ is depicted on 
the cross with a ladder placed against it and Sarah is shown 
rising up this ladder towards His outstretched arms.  
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The East or Memorial Window for Sarah d'Avigdor Goldsmid, 
drowned aged 21 .  
Photographs by  Ian  Alexander 



11 

 

warm colours, a blue 
昀椀sh in the quatrefoil  

Eve o昀昀ering Adam the      
forbidden fruit 

resurrec琀椀on, birds, 
donkey, four candles 
at top  
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 Other Side of the Street 

 

You pass us  
On the other side of the street 

What do you see? 

From the other side of the street 
The unwashed, the doped, the lazy 

The drunk, the beggar, the smelly. 
What you never see 

Is people, on the other side of the street 

Your fear keeps you 

On the other side of the street 

If you could 昀椀nd the courage 

To cross from the other side of the street 

You would 昀椀nd the professor, the soldier, the chemist, 
The nurse, shop owner, therapist 
People just like you, but no house, 昀氀at or country retreat 

As we live on the other side of the street 

JAX 
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VIVAT REGINA ELIZABETHA 

Pauline Swenson 

In 1954, the new Queen, on one of her tours, came through 
Lewisham, where I was at school aged 15. 
We school girls who were studying La琀椀n could not under-
stand why the above phrase had a strange pronuncia琀椀on, 
and were told it was ‘ecclesias琀椀cal La琀椀n’: phone琀椀cally it 
sounded like “VYVAT REJYNA” whereas we would pronounce 
it  “VEEVAT REGGEENA”! 
When we knew that the queen’s procession would pass our 
school, our La琀椀n mistress encouraged us to shout out “Vivat 
Regina” in the classical pronuncia琀椀on – which we did with 
the full force of our lungs as we stood on the kerb. 
In her magni昀椀cent car (with all the ‘paraphernalia) the sound 
did not reach the Queen un琀椀l she was some yards past us as 
we stood on the kerb. 
Then she turned and looked over her 
shoulder at us, with a slight smile – a 
young and beau琀椀ful sovereign. 
What a thrill 
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Corona琀椀on re昀氀ec琀椀ons 

Fr David 

Many have wri琀琀en that 

the monarchy is at a 

crossroads  across the 

commonwealth as well 

as in our our land.   I was 

in Bri琀椀sh Columbia in 

Canada for my leave dur-

ing the corona琀椀on.  It is 

a  country increasingly 

apathe琀椀c towards a new 

head of state.  It is apathy not an琀椀pathy generally.  It is also 

worth no琀椀ng that Canada is the country most visited by 

Charles and his mother the late Queen.  The bonds are real 

and deep.  The Moun琀椀es (RCMP) led the Queens funeral and 

any change in the cons琀椀tu琀椀on must be agreed by majority in 

every province or none.  It won't happen.  The Second largest 

country in the world is diverse and held together by threads 

that are o昀琀en unseen.  It is dis琀椀nguishable from its southern 
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neighbour by mix of language, moderate poli琀椀cs, hu-

mour self-depreca琀椀on and monarchy. 

It is a land of migrants and many new migrants. Yet it 

also has renewed concern for its 昀椀rst na琀椀on peoples 

and its natural wonder.  It is the la琀琀er two things 

that chime so easily with the life of our new King.  

The causes he has long championed include com-

ba琀�ng the climate crisis and repairing damaged rela-

琀椀onships with Indigenous peoples.  These issues  are 

central to Canada’s na琀椀onal conversa琀椀on though 

many admi琀琀ed to me they are not really high on the 

agenda of many in that vast land. 

Although the country formally commemorated the 

corona琀椀on with a series of speeches, performances 

and ar琀椀s琀椀c events planned in the na琀椀on’s capital 

and also lots of music on the radio – its publicity was 

late and impact low. 

Elizabeth’s corona琀椀on 70 years ago saw students 

were given the day o昀昀 – in 2023 the school boards 
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made no special plans to mark the occasion.  Republican 

voices tro琀琀ed out the normal stu昀昀 about about whether 

Canadians wish to have somebody born and raised in 

another country, who got their job through hereditary 

琀椀tle, con琀椀nuing to be Canada’s king and Canada’s head 

of state.  And that culturally, linguis琀椀cally, ethnically, 

Canada is not the Canada of 1953.  They like to think 

that the last bas琀椀ons of monarchic support are among 

older, more conserva琀椀ve people.   However it was also 

apparent that Charles has been ahead of the game for 

some 琀椀me.   Perhaps unconsciously has played the long 

game.   In his 18 o昀케cial visits to Canada since 1970 he 

has clearly spent a dispropor琀椀onate amount of his 琀椀me 

engaging with the environment and indigenous people – 

long before it became trendy and necessary for votes.  

Charles has priori琀椀sed visi琀椀ng Indigenous communi琀椀es, 

which have borne the brunt of racist colonial policies 

and, more recently, the e昀昀ects of a changing climate. 

The head of Royal Canadian Geographical Society head 

said “But while he represents a role that is ancient, his 
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views are somewhat visionary, especially his concerns 

over climate change and the environment. In a way, 

he’s the right guy for the moment we’re in.” 

The rela琀椀onship between Indigenous peoples and the 

Bri琀椀sh royal family is also complex: but now seen as vi-

tal to those people.  The rela琀椀onship predates Canada 

itself, and was founded in trea琀椀es signed in the 1700s 

made with the crown not Canada.  Honouring them re-

quires taking on the “democra琀椀c” Canadian structures 

that belatedly undermined those trea琀椀es and in Charles 

they feel they have a moral and prac琀椀cal ally. 

 

“Na琀椀ons make trea琀椀es, trea琀椀es do not make na琀椀ons … 

the sanc琀椀ty of this covenant was made between not 

just [the] crown of Great Britain, but with the creator 

and all of our grandmothers’ and grandfathers’ spirits 

bearing witness,” said Perry Bellegarde, the former    

na琀椀onal chief for the Assembly of First Na琀椀ons. “That’s 

why we say there’s a sacred covenant that cannot ever 

be broken.”  Many Indigenous people feel that when 
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the crown devolved responsibili琀椀es of governance to 

Canada’s federal government, the spirit of those 

trea琀椀es was damaged and the government put in 

place overtly racist policies, like “the Indian Act”, 

which Indigenous leaders have been trying for dec-

ades to abolish. 

Bellegarde has said: “The power of the monarchy is a 

modern one – because he has the ability and the 

power to bring people together. He can convene 

CEOs, prime ministers and presidents and Indigenous 

leaders to work on the issues that really bind us to-

gether: climate change and biodiversity loss.” 

In 2001, Bellegard gave Charles the Cree name 

Kīsikāwipīsimwa miyo ōhcikanawāpamik, meaning 

“the sun watches over him in a good way” and 

draped him in a star blanket, a nod to the im-

portance of the rela琀椀onship between the crown and 

Indigenous na琀椀ons.  “What a 昀椀琀�ng name, because 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/i-5/
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of his commitment to the environment. It even 

speaks to the nature of the trea琀椀es, that they will last 

as long as the sun shines, the rivers 昀氀ow and the 

grass grows. These trea琀椀es will remain in e昀昀ect for 

genera琀椀ons now and those yet unborn. And at his 

corona琀椀on, he will carry that name too – and the re-

la琀椀onship that we have with him.” 

 I was going to just watch the highlights but was 

prompted by a young Dutch Canadian Royalist to get 

up in the early hours to watch the corona琀椀on on my 
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phone.  I was moved deeply by the amazing kyrie 

“lord have mercy” in welsh, by the humility of the      

ordinariness of Charles divested in shirt and trousers 

seemingly from the charity shop before being given 

the splendid robes of state and I was moved that he 

had given places of honour to indigenous leaders not 

out of tokenism but out of his life long passion and 

love for what is right.  So I did host a lunch a昀琀er I had 

celebrated mass for the li琀琀le island church and it 

prompted a lot of renewed interest in Charles using 

his role as King of Canada and head of the                

Commonwealth as a force for good.  However, I'm 

never making another Quiche!!  

God save the King.   
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I am pleased to share with you the good news that my 
grandson Nigel has been appointed to his 昀椀rst parish as 
Rector of Sal琀昀ord, Corston and Newton St. Loe (between 
Keynsham and Bath) 
He spent most of his school holidays with us for 10 years 
or so and worshipped regularly at St Margaret’s – you 
never now what vibes young people are picking up.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nigel was ordained in a packed Wells Cathedral in 2019. 
A year later he was priested in a church in Bath  with 6       
people in the congrega琀椀on, and they all wore masks! 
 

 

 

 

                               
                                   Enfys Williams 
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My Memories of the Corona琀椀on of Queen Elizabeth II 

Barbara Southward 

I was 昀椀ve and a half when Queen Elizabeth was crowned. I 
have several memories all rather disjointed, but I will 
a琀琀empt to put them into some order. 
I don’t remember the death of the King, but I do remember 
my mother listening to the funeral service on the radio (no 
television in those days). It was before I started school and 
I was not allowed to talk during the service and had to 
‘play quietly’ at home. I was not allowed to play with my 
friend Graham next door and all the curtains at the front of 
our house and those of everyone else in our street were 
昀椀rmly closed as a sign of respect. 
The Corona琀椀on was a joyful occasion. We had bun琀椀ng 
across the street and a gold cardboard crown pinned over 
the covered entry between our house and the one next 
door. At the age of 昀椀ve I was allowed to walk on my own, 
to and from my Nan’s house about a mile away, and I was 
in trouble one a昀琀ernoon for being late home when I 
stopped to watch a man pain琀椀ng the kerb stones alternate 
red, white and blue.  
There was great excitement amongst the children on our 
street when the li琀琀le post-box, set in the wall by the 琀椀ny 
post o昀케ce on the corner, was taken out and bricked up. In 
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its place was put a brand-new pillar box with EIIR on the 
front. I seem to remember that was in gold, but I am not 
sure if that’s a 昀椀gment of my imagina琀椀on. 
The town was decorated with 昀氀ags and bun琀椀ng, and all the 
shops had displays of red, white, and blue, with a picture of 
the new Queen. I just remember the colours in the shops 
and streets. 
We didn’t have a Street Party, but we had a party at school 
and we each had to take a bag with a plate, dish, spoon and 
mug to  enjoy the delights of ‘Fairy 
bread’ (bread and bu琀琀er sprinkled with hun-
dreds and  thousands - which I hated) and 
jelly and ice cream (tolerated). We were all 
given a  Corona琀椀on mug, with a red, white, 
and blue ribbon a琀琀ached. I s琀椀ll have mine. 
On the day of the Corona琀椀on, we as a family, (Mom, Dad, my 
younger brother John, and me) went to spend the day with 
‘Uncle’ Ted and ‘Aunty’ Marge in Walsall because they had a 
television. The screen was about six inches square and            
together with their friends and neighbours we all gathered 
round to watch the fuzzy black and white pictures. 
My mother made a cake in the shape of a crown. The cake 
was round, and she used Kellogg’s Corn昀氀ake cardboard to 
make the curved top, which she iced and decorated with 
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sweets for jewels. This had to be transported very care-
fully packed in a cardboard box, on two buses, as we 
didn’t have a car then. 
We all had new clothes. I had a white dress with li琀琀le 
red and blue crowns on it. My  Norwich Grandparents 

bought the material and sent it through the 
post to my Dudley Grandmother who made 
the dress for me. I loved that dress. 
I don’t remember much about the ceremony, 
but it must have made a bit of an impression 
on me because for weeks or months a昀琀er-
wards I played at Corona琀椀ons. Some琀椀mes I 

was the Queen with an old net curtain as my train and 
Mom’s 昀氀uted 昀氀an ring as my crown. Other 琀椀mes I was a 
Lady-in-wai琀椀ng si琀�ng in my place on the stairs while 
the Queen was crowned. 
In Sunday School we were each  given a red leather - 
covered Book of Common Prayer and a red leather-

covered New Testament, both of which I have s琀椀ll.  
I wonder if the children of today 
will remember the  Corona琀椀on of 
King Charles III with the same 
fond  memories.               
 I hope they will. 
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                      WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 2023 

PETER FISHER 

The village of Li琀琀le Walsingham nestles in undula琀椀ng           
countryside in a remote area of North Norfolk between 
Fakenham and Wells next the Sea. Its narrow streets are 
lined with terraces of brick and 昀氀int buildings, many of them 
da琀椀ng back to medieval 琀椀mes.  
In the year 1061, Lady Richeldis de Faverches, wife of the 
Lord of the Manor of Walsingham Parva, had a vision of Our 
Lady. She obeyed an instruc琀椀on from Our Lady to build a 
chapel – a replica of the Holy House at Nazareth. This Shrine 
of Mary became a place of pilgrimage, and it was visited by 
countless thousands of pilgrims. Miraculously, many were 
cured of their ailments by the healing waters of a nearby 
stream. 
The shrine was destroyed by Henry VIII and was all but        
forgo琀琀en in the years that followed, years in which the        
Roman Catholics were persecuted and anything in the 
Church of England that smacked of popery was suppressed. 
The nineteenth century brought change. The Roman             
Catholics were allowed freedom of worship.  In the Church 
of England, the Oxford Movement led to the re-instatement 
of Catholic devo琀椀ons and rituals amongst some of the         
clergy (the Anglo-Catholics), despite 昀椀erce opposi琀椀on from 
the Protestant wing of the church.  
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Father Alfred Hope Pa琀琀en, parish priest of Li琀琀le                 
Walsingham, was an Anglo-Catholic. He placed in the 
church a statue of Our Lady of Walsingham modelled on 
the the image on the priory’s ancient seal. The then Bishop 
of Norwich was not best pleased and ordered its removal. 

Father Hope Pa琀琀en did as he was                 
instructed but used this an opportunity to 
rebuild the Holy House. The rebuilding was           
completed in 1938 and became the          
Anglican Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. 
It was a happy band of pilgrims that arrived 
at the Shrine in the a昀琀ernoon of Friday, 2nd 

June. The St Margaret’s  con琀椀ngent was comprised of Fa-
ther David, Barbara Holdsworth, Joyce Haynes, Bob and 
Barbara Southward, Donald and Clare Fraser, Kate Baynes 
my wife Ann and myself. We met up with the con琀椀ngent 
from St James the Great, led by Father Bill. 
Having se琀琀led into our comfortable rooms, we had supper 
in the refectory and a昀琀erwards made our 昀椀rst visit to the 
Holy House and Mass celebrated by Father Bill.  The Holy 
House, a replica of that built by Lady Richeldis, is sited             
within the Shrine Church. A magni昀椀cent carved image of 
Our Lady with the child Jesus, is posi琀椀oned above the altar.  
The walls of the Holy House are blackened by the smoke of 
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the many vo琀椀ve candles that commemorate the lives of 
loved ones now deceased.  
On Saturday, following breakfast, we had Sta琀椀ons of the 
Cross led by Father David. The Sta琀椀ons are within the 
Shrine’s gardens. The Twel昀琀h Sta琀椀on consists of three large 
wooden crosses on a raised area of grass. The Fourteenth      
Sta琀椀on is set in a cave-like sepulchre.  The other Sta琀椀ons are 
beau琀椀fully carved Images set on brick pedestals or in niches 
in the walls. There is an addi琀椀onal Sta琀椀on – the Sta琀椀on of 
the Resurrec琀椀on. 
Dr Jane Southward is an educa琀椀onalist and a member of the 
Shrine sta昀昀.  We were very fortunate in having Jane to give 
us a guided tour of the Holy House and the Shrine Church.  
The Shrine Church has many side chapels, all of which are 
beau琀椀fully decorated. Below the 昀氀oor of the church is a 
well. The healing power of its water is tes琀椀昀椀ed by the many 
miracles which are recorded on wall plaques adjacent to the 
main door of the church. 
Following lunch, we had some spare 琀椀me. It was an oppor-
tunity to visit Wells, to walk in the Priory grounds or simply 
to enjoy the peace of the Shrine gardens. 
Later in the a昀琀ernoon we a琀琀ended Shrine Prayers which 
was led by Bishop Robert Ladds, a former Bishop of             
Whitby, and this was followed by the Weekend Pilgrimage 
Mass. 
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Later, a昀琀er supper, there was one of the principal services 
of the pilgrimage: the Procession or Our Lady, Benedic琀椀on 
of the Blessed Sacrament and the Healing Ministries. 
On Sunday, a昀琀er breakfast, we walked to the parish church, 
St Mary’s, and joined their congrega琀椀on for their Parish 
Mass. The principal celebrant was their parish priest,  
Father Harri Williams. 
A昀琀er lunch we took part in the closing highlight of the 
weekend: the Sprinkling at the well, Procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament and the last visit to the Holy House. 
It was a wonderfully upli昀琀ing weekend. It was also a 琀椀me 
to relax and enjoy the company of other pilgrims. 
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                             Leigh- a special place 

Alison Whitby 

 

We may travel afar or within our beautiful country but these 
photos represent for me why Leigh is a special place. I wonder if 
others have favourite spots in our lovely town to share. 
  

Belfairs Woods 
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Chalkwell Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our lovely sea 
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Mothers’ Union literacy scheme in Burundi 
brings women out of poverty  by Rachel Farmer  

Taking Pictures, Changing Lives Foundation 

 

A REPORT on a literacy and finance programme run by 
the Mothers’ Union in Burundi shows that women are lead-
ing the way in making economic changes which have trans-
formed family life over the past 20 years. 
The report, From a Silent Revolution to Building Communi-
ties of Hope: Harmony, human dignity and sustainable     
development, was published on Thursday. It presents the 
findings of a study of the long-term effects of the Mothers’ 
Union Burundi Literacy and Financial Education                 
Programme. 
The programme, which is delivered through the Anglican 
Church of Burundi, was launched in 2000 across three       
Anglican dioceses, to tackle poverty through literacy 
schemes. In 2010, through partnership with Five Talents         
(a Lambeth Conference scheme), savings-groups                    
programmes were introduced, and the work was expanded 
to reach all nine dioceses in the country. 
Based on surveys and independent research, the report 
says that, from 2001 to 2022, more than 144,000 people — 
almost 80 per cent of whom were women — had learned 
to read and write, and now have a formal literacy qualifica-
tion, through the programme. This accounts for almost 
three per cent of the adult literate population in Burundi. 
The research also found that, once literate, participants 
formed 6200 community-owned savings groups; half of 
these were formed as off-shoots, without direct support 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/journalists/rachel-farmer
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/mothers-union
https://www.fivetalents.org.uk/
https://www.fivetalents.org.uk/
https://www.fivetalents.org.uk/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/anglican-church-of-burundi
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/anglican-church-of-burundi
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from the programme. Run by an elected chair, treasurer, 
and secretary, these groups are self-sustaining, raising their 
own loan capital through their collective savings,                        
independent of any external loan funds. They also provide 
business skills training. 
The savings groups, more than 80 per cent of which are still 
in operation, were introduced into Burundi in 2009, when 
Five Talents began working in partnership with the            
Mothers’ Union, building on its literacy and numeracy              
programme to help communities to mobilise their econom-
ic resources. The scheme gave people a safe place to save 
their money, besides offering training and support to set 
up and grow small businesses. 

Taking Pictures, Changing Lives FoundationEmilienne, 
who is a member of a Burundi Savings Group, sells goods 
at the local market. 
The report found that almost all (90 per cent) of the            
women who took part in the savings groups went on to 
start a business, and 83 per cent have two or three                
businesses. Most of these women employ one or two            
people. 
More than half the surveyed female programme                    
participants have become elected leaders in their               
communities, churches, and savings groups, while 97 per 
cent of the married male programme participants said that 
they shared domestic work with their spouses. This freed 
up time for women’s self-development and income-

generating activities, the report says. 
In 2006, just 15 per cent of female participants owned          
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 productive assets, such as goats or pigs, a mobile phone, and 
land; this increased to almost all by 2022: most (91 per cent) 
were able to buy goats or pigs; 81 per cent were able to           
diversify their livelihoods and/or businesses; 71% were able 
to buy a mobile phone; more than half (51 per cent) were 
able to buy land; and one third (33 per cent) were able to 
buy cattle. 
The MU President for Rutana diocese, Eularie Ndayirore, 
said: “The savings and loans component added real value to 
the programme. . . It enabled many to engage in income  
generation. Women are building houses . . . some have       
installed solar lighting in their homes to enable their children 
to study at night. The women have been empowered. . . 
They have been lifted from the lowest to the highest.” 

One member of a Burundi savings group, Emilienne, said: “I 
had no money at all. When I joined the group, I learned and 
realised that I had some resources of my own and could start 
saving from what I had.” 

She started to buy small things to sell, including sugar and 
eggs, and used the profits to make larger assets, such as 
bread. “I started a business to sell bread and tea — I sold 
[these] early in the morning to children as they were going to 
school, so they did not have to go to school hungry. 
“Later, I was able to save money and buy a goat, which          
multiplied and produced more goats that I could sell. I had a 
problem with my eyes and could not see well. From my          
business profits, I was able to buy glasses, and I have also 
been able to pay for my three children’s weddings.” 
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Mothers’ Union Strawberry Tea 

        27th June 2023 

           Hilary Shallis 

Thank you so much to all who supported 
our fund raiser this afternoon. The net pro-

ceeds amounted to £90. This will form part of the branch’s 
donation to our Diocesan organisation’s funding for the 
Away From It All holiday project. This is a project to pro-
vide a few days away or even a day outing for families or 
individuals who would otherwise not be able to afford a 
break. It is a very worthwhile cause. 
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To Michael and Kathrine Bridge  

on their marriage on 24th June  

Followed by a blessing on Sunday 25th June. 
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To Fraser, Emma and Alexander 

 

 

A beau琀椀ful baby girl  

born on the 12th June at 15:31, 8lb 14oz 

Mum and Elodie are doing very well 
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My First Year at the University of Cambridge 

Al昀椀e Tuck Bridge  
 

Last year, I was lucky enough to be awarded the grades 
which I needed in order to be admi琀琀ed to the University of 
Cambridge to study law, a昀琀er a fantas琀椀c seven years at 
Southend High School for Boys (and West Leigh Schools   
before that).  
The previous year, I had made an open applica琀椀on to the 
University. Normally, you would have to select a speci昀椀c 
Cambridge college to apply to. However, for those who do 
not mind, or do not know, which college they want to apply 
to there is the op琀椀on of an open applica琀椀on, and the      
University will assign your applica琀椀on to a college. My          
applica琀椀on was assigned to Girton College. Although I had 
done some research about the University before applying, I 
had not come across Girton College. So, I began to do some 
more research.  
Among many other things, I discovered that it was the 昀椀rst 
women’s college in Cambridge, being founded in 1869. It 
was then granted full college status in 1948, which then 
meant women were o昀케cially admi琀琀ed to the university.  
One of the things about Girton College which some do not 
like as much is that it is the furthest college from the centre 
of Cambridge. Unlike most of the other colleges in          
Cambridge, Girton is about 15 minutes by bike from the 
centre of Cambridge. However, this was not much of a   
problem for me. I already enjoyed cycling, having cycled to 
school for about 7 years and going on long bike rides for 
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fun. Another advantage of this is that it provided a mental 
dis琀椀nc琀椀on between the work associated with a琀琀ending 
lectures and being able to relax slightly more being back at 
Girton. It also meant that I did not have to put up with the 
noise of the nightlife in Cambridge whilst trying to get to 
bed.  
Although the Girton College Chapel is not as ‘fancy’ or 
grand as those at other colleges, it does not need to be. In 
its compara琀椀ve simplicity, it some琀椀mes feels like there is a 
much more welcoming atmosphere, which brings people 
closer together. There are regular services in the Chapel, 
and they are a good distrac琀椀on from the stress of the work 
and also provide another place to make las琀椀ng friendships.  
When I 昀椀rst arrived, I found out that my room was not 
overly large, but that did not ma琀琀er for me. I didn’t mind 
having a slightly smaller room. In fact, it made it easier to 
keep 琀椀dy and meant that I had to restrict myself in what I 
would bring with me from home, ensuring that I only 
brought with me what I really needed and not what I 
thought I might need at some point and would, realis琀椀cally, 
end up never using. My room overlooked the football    
pitches, a basketball court, and tennis courts (which you 
may be able to make out in the background of the snowy 
photo). Whilst I am not a par琀椀cular fan of playing any of 
these, I could de昀椀nitely hear when they were being used. It 
wasn’t too bad though. 
At 昀椀rst, adap琀椀ng to life at university was a bit di昀케cult.      
However, those apprehensions soon began to fade, and I 
started to make new friends and was able to adapt to                     
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university life. Although I knew it would be the case, one of 
the bigger shocks was the much smaller amount of face-to-

face teaching. Although I had lectures, there was only about 
eleven one-hour lectures and two one-hour supervisions 
(face-to-face teaching with a supervisor in groups of              
between two and four going over dis琀椀nct subjects) each 
week. I soon began to like this method of teaching and the 
much greater independence in being able to learn at my 
own pace and to be able to go and do more research about 
a subject if it was par琀椀cularly interes琀椀ng or I felt that I  
needed to in order to be琀琀er understand the  subject.  
Law had, for quite a long 琀椀me, been a subject that I was in-
terested in. So, to be able to study at law at Cambridge has, 
without a doubt, been a dream come true. During my 昀椀rst 
year, I had to study Criminal Law, Cons琀椀tu琀椀onal Law, Roman 
Law, and Tort. Of course, we didn’t learn every detail of 
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these subjects (that would probably take much longer 
than the three-year course). Within each of these areas, 
we learnt certain areas within lectures and then it was to 
the textbooks in order to be琀琀er  understand it and then 
in the supervisions we would  discuss it even further as a 
group, helping everyone to understand it even further 
and also to discuss our own opinions on that area of the 
law. My favourite of the four subjects was certainly       
Cons琀椀tu琀椀onal Law (by a very large margin too). Being in-
terested in poli琀椀cs also, this made sense as a large part of 
this was understanding how the poli琀椀cal world interacts 
with the legal sphere, for example, why the courts will 
refuse to entertain cases which are inherently poli琀椀cal, 
and also how the poli琀椀cal system in the UK a昀昀ects the 
powers which the courts have to hold the government to 
account. Although Cons琀椀tu琀椀onal Law was my favourite, 
each subject had interes琀椀ng aspects and I do not at all 
regret my choice to study law.  
Outside of the academic aspect of university, there are 
lots of things to do in Cambridge. One of these is the 
Cambridge Union (the oldest con琀椀nually running de-
ba琀椀ng society in the world). The Cambridge Union hosts 
both speaker events and debates, which students can 
a琀琀end and take part in. This year there were a number of 
interes琀椀ng speakers. Among them were John Bercow 
(the former Speaker of the House of Commons) and         
Trevor Horn (a music producer and member of The         
Buggles, well known for the song “Video Killed the Radio 
Star”). 
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Towards the end of my 昀椀rst year, a昀琀er exams, I found myself 
with much more 琀椀me to do things. So, I decided that I would 
cycle further a昀椀eld and try and explore some of the towns 
around Cambridge. For the 昀椀rst of these, I cycled to St Ives 
and back (about a 45 kilometre round trip). St Ives is a             
beau琀椀ful town and I will de昀椀nitely be cycling back there dur-
ing my second year to explore it a bit more. One of the most 
interes琀椀ng facts about the town, which I have only just 
found out a昀琀er doing some more research for this piece 
(even though I had cycled over the bridge six 琀椀mes), is that 
St Ives bridge is one of only four bridges in England to incor-
porate a chapel within it.  Another of my bike rides took me 
to Hun琀椀ngdon (an almost 60 kilometre round trip). Although 
I did not go into the centre of Hun琀椀ngdon, stopping just on 
the outskirts, the views of the River Great Ouse were  fantas-
琀椀c, and it was a great place to stop for a break  before cycling 
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back to Girton. During my 昀椀nal cycle of the year, I was 
lucky enough to see the 昀椀nal 昀氀yover of the Hercules air-
cra昀琀 as they 昀氀ew over Cambridge (something I will not 
soon forget).  
Overall, my 昀椀rst year has been a fantas琀椀c experience. It 
has been great to get to know new people, explore new 
places, and to be able to study a subject which I 昀椀nd so 
interes琀椀ng.  
Thank you to all those who have supported me during my 
life so far and have helped to make me the person I am. 
Without St Margaret’s, I would not be where I am now.  
Hopefully next year will be just as great.  
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The Weather 

Thelma Levell 
Our winter seemed to go on for ever and we all longed to 
feel the warmth of the sun and see 昀氀owers in bloom in the 
garden.  But then summer came in suddenly with hot       
weather, which soon burned our skins, unless we were very 
careful. Sleep at night was 昀椀琀昀ul instead of peaceful, and 
poor souls with asthma couldn’t breathe. Most people had 
runny noses and gnat bites and 昀氀ies appeared as if from      
nowhere. 
Electric fans were dusted o昀昀 and plugged into sockets in 
most homes. So far, I have never had to purchase a fan but 
employed opening di昀昀erent windows and doors front and 
back at di昀昀erent 琀椀mes of the day. Roller blinds pulled down 
stop the sun from bea琀椀ng in. Going shopping was best 
done early morning or evening. One good thing was that 
the Pub Garden did a roaring trade a昀琀er all the losses at 
Covid 琀椀me for the hospitality industry. Perhaps more    
people even considered there might be something in the 
theory of climate change that the “cranks” are always      
expounding. 
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Thank you 

A hear琀昀elt ‘thank-you’ to all who responded to my ‘cri de 
coeur’ for ar琀椀cles for Bulle琀椀n. As Fr David says “Everyone 
has a story to tell”. Please keep these coming for future 
issues. It makes my job as editor much easier and more 
enjoyable and results in an interes琀椀ng magazine. 
Ar琀椀cles for the Autumn edi琀椀on of Bulle琀椀n should reach 
me by the end of October please. If you are not                 
computer literate, then just write out your contribu琀椀on 
and give it to me or to one of the church wardens and I 
will type it up for you. Photographs are always welcome 
and again I can scan these into the computer and return 
the original. 
Barbara Southward 

bulle琀椀n@saintmargaretsleigh.org 
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Who’s Who at St Margaret’s 

Parish Priest:  

The Rev’d Fr. David Wylie RN     07768 687 605 

vicar@saintmargaretsleigh.org 

Churchwardens: 

Mr Michael Bridge    07434 974 583 

Mr Peter Maddox     07905 338 794 

churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org 

Hall enquires: 

Mrs Julia Fenton  07980 909 244 

hallbookings@saintmargaretsleigh.org 

Organist & Director of Music & Church bookings: 

Mr David Stowe 07876 496 757 

music@saintmargaretsleigh.org 

churchbookings@saintmargaretsleigh.org 

Mothers’ Union 

Mrs Lucia Curthoys    07401 175 742 

MU@saintmargaretsleigh.org 

Webmaster: 

Mr Bob Southward    07876 685 210 

webmaster@saintmargaretsleigh.org 


