
Sermon Third Sunday before Advent yr C 2022 

(All saints and all Souls attached) 

Maccabees  (7:1-2.9-14) Thessalonians  (2:16-3:5)  Luke  (20:27-38) 
 

A risen life greater than after life. 
 
I was asked the other what this period in the church year is called. As I introduced last 
week the month of November is a month of remembrance and of looking with the 
purpose of seeing the present afresh and finding a real hope for the future and our true 
home with God in Christ: which we we celebrate at the end of the month with the feast 
of Christ the king. All Saints, All Souls, Remembrance Sunday and indeed the in 
between days all point to this. As for giving this time a name is has been called the end 
of ordinary time, Sundays before advent and a more modern spin All Saintstide which I 
think evokes this. All the saints break out of the predicaments, shackles challenges 
and difficulties of the present day by calling upon their past and sure foundations and 
look beyond the present to a future with God and of God’s kingdom. This empowers 
them to be a do great things.  
 
One cannot speak of these things without speaking of our belief in the risen life with 
Christ demonstrated and assured by his resurrection.  IN the resurrection appearances 
of course he is not always recognized, is different and yet the same and finally those 
appearances cease and we have the Holy Spirit in which we all live and have our being 
within the church.  
 
Many years ago I took a 7 week break between leaving my work in the City of London 
and going to theological college to train for the priesthood. I went to northern spain and 
Portugal had time by myself but also met up for chunks of time with friends. I was 
walking with my oldest school friend in the moutains and we spotted a national 
monument on the map. Keen to investigate we diverted. And asked the help of some 
children to find it. You don’t want to go their they said – it stinks. We insisted and they 
took us and it did for in this rather fine tower their families kept their pigs. There were 
no souvenir cards. We stayed 5 minutes and then the children said they could take us 
to see something much more interesting. Ok and off we went. It was the cemetery. And 
extraordinarily eagerly each child took us to their own tomb for they were walls of 
tombs rather than spaces in the earth.  They clearly loved life as most children do, had 
no fear of death and were delighted they each had a place beyond death. It was not 
macabre but a very funny joyful and special diversion on our journey.  
 
This coming week is armistice Day and then remembrance Sunday. We will hear those 
familiar lines of Binyon perhaps several times: “they shall grow not old as we that are 
left grow old age shall not weary them nor the years condemn at the going down of the 
sun and in the morning we will remember them” and this will be followed by the last 
post silence and reveille.  



 
For us in our culture and especially as Christians we should remember what the last 
post and reveille signify beyond the very powerful statement that we are still in 
relationship with our departed.  The last post is the falling asleep end of the day in 
Christ.  The Reveille is time to get up move on and again to do so in Christ.  The Risen 
life is not just an after life – an eternal existence of the soul it is a life changed of body 
and soul; and no we cannot define it perfectly.  
 
The Sadducees of our Gospel which is a bit like a peering into a university top table 
discussion between opposing minds, are the elite. They were from the 2nd Century BC 
a wealthy aristocratic group of priestly jews committed to the status quo. Change was 
not in their make-up and this extended to their denial of a changed life after death.  
 
Our reading from Maccabees is thrown in to show that at this time some Jews were not 
having it. They were to be frozen in this life or the next and had confidence in the 
liberating power of God – the same God that freed their ancestors from slavery in 
Egypt.  
 
This is why Jesus draws them back to Moses and ties to show that Gods love and 
relationship with those created in his image means a desire for freedom and change in 
this life and in the life to come.  
 
So he tells them the resurrection is not the same as now – it is not a continuance of 
this life.  God is God of the living not the dead.  The most important line is “And Moses 
himself implies that the dead rise again, in the passage about the bush where he calls 
the Lord the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, 
not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all men are in fact alive.'” 
 
At the heart of the requiem mass for the dead we say that “life is changed not ended”   
 
They shall grow not old indeed – but when you hear those words do not confuse them 
with being unchanged frozen like an insect in amber for ever. Resurrection is different, 
relationships are unbroken but changed. If we are alive to God in Christ like the saints 
we shall all be changed in the light and glory of God’s presence. Resting in peace shall 
be followed by rising in glory.  
 
All Saints 2022 

 

The Beatitudes or blessings of the Kingdom of God are an integral part of Jesus’s 
sermon on the mount in Matthew (or on the plain in Luke). If I asked you who was in 

attendance you wouldn’t know apart from our Lord and some of the disciples. There 
were multitudes of unknown souls keen to come and hear what our Lord had to say.  



Yet just as we were thinking on Sunday with the story of Zaccheus action and effect of 

meeting and hearing the teaching of Jesus was and is key.  Blessed are those who 

hear the word of God and keep it.  

Many would have gone home gone back to their old ways but there again many did not 

and were changed yet we know not their names and stories. They are known to God 

alone.  

In a sense All Saints day is their day those who not only acted and took up the way of 

Christ but who brought others a little closer to God in so doing – selflessness is at the 

heart of saintliness.  

The Beatitudes reflect the opening verses of Isaiah 61 which provides a clue to their 

character and purpose.  This was the text Jesus choose himself to first preach upon in 

the synagogue. To proclaim good news (Luke 4.18-20).  The Beatitudes are prophetic 

and apocalyptic expressing the heart of Jesus’s teaching proclaiming the character of 
the kingdom and its members.  In Matthew the first four blessings stress the reversal of 

fortune that the kingdom will bring to the poor in spirit, those who mourn the meek and 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  The remainder continue the theme of 

the rewards in a kingdom that is still to be consummated.  Both Matthew and Luke tell 

us that this is close at hand.  

It is a reasonable question to ask how and when – the saints give the answer to that 

act and change in the here and now and the kingdom will be made present – it is the 

punch of St.Johns gospel – the glory of God is to be found in the here and now - it is–
the glory of the cross and the glory of the lives of all the saints – known and unknown.  

When Jesus closes the scroll of Isaiah proclaiming the kingdom and sits down he says 

“today this scripture is fulfilled”  The Saints follow Jesus in making it so not waiting for 
tomorrow the end of their life or the life of the world and the world sees something of 

Gods eternal truth and love perhaps despite their many faults and says “thanks be to 
God for them and all the Saints.” 

 

All Souls Sermon 2022 

It is strange how we take familiar things and indeed people for granted.  In my second 

parish I was in the mother church every day for over 2 years before the windows in the 

west tower were pointed out to me.  The person who directed my gaze was a gruff 

amusing soul: chain smoking hard drinking lover of English literature and song.  A 

retired teacher and son of a vicar he was a Yorkshireman – he graded my sermons 

from the back of church like strictly and I usually got a 7 plus and thumbs up.  But 

occasionally I missed the point.  Not a day went by without gruff Ken shedding a tear 



and cheer for his long dead wife.  You  don’t get why those windows are there do you? 
He said.   

The windows were the raising of Lazarus, Jairus’s daughter and tonights gospel the 
widow of Nain.  I asked for enlightenment. They are the last things you see before you 

leave – hope of life not least for the faithful dead as they are carried beneath them.  

Tonight is a vital part of our month of remembrance, it is wedded to our feast last night 

of the church triumphant, tonight is the feast of the church expectant and hopeful.  As 

with all our feasts and occasions this month it is not an occasion merely to look back 

with thanksgiving – thought that is in itself right and proper.  It is a feast to mould and 

shape our present and future in the light of Christ’s promise of hope and life eternal.  
We are asked to pray for each other and by praying for the souls of our dearly 

departed we affirm our faith that we are part of an eternal community with an eternal 

home.  

This morning I took assembly at West Leigh Junior School and sometimes of course 

the response of children make you change what you think and do.  The object was in 

30 minutes to give an overview of the different feasts of November Halloween, all 

saints, all souls, remembrance day, and Christ the King.  When we come to the end of 

something – not least the church year we can look back with thanksgiving, humility and 

penitence in due measure and then allow God to use this looking back to change the 

present and future.  It’s what all the saints did in their lives and a pattern of life we 
celebrated last night.  

Anyway I decided to ask some volunteers to respond to a question – do you want to be 

a saint or devil?  Mercifully 5/6 wanted to be saints and all had to be prepared to give 

their reasons.  The devil who I awarded the home made trident really wanted to have a 

laugh and fun.  Many of the children and adults agreed he didn’t make a good devil for 
he did a lot of good things.  We are imperfect and quite a blend of light and dark as any 

study of the life of a true saint reveals.  But truth hope and love shine brighter in the 

balance.  The children who wanted to be saints were all interesting in some way or 

other but one struck my heart whilst holding a pretty poor halo made by myself.  He 

wanted to be a saint in order to meet the Queen.  Though this 9 year old was not 

entitled to declare the queen a saint his sentiment is both warming and a warning for 

us tonight.   

The images Ken pointed me to were not ends in themselves they were images of Gods 

love power and presence at work in Jesus.  You see we can all get carried away with 

sentiment wanting to see our loved ones again to be united.  We saw did we not the 

cartoons of her Majesty reunited with Philip but the content of her funeral instructed us 

to look forward to unity with God first in Jesus.  Any heavenly union with our loved 

ones is but an effect not the object of seeing the point as Ken would put it.  We are to 

greet God in Christ first.  Greeting Jesus changes how we see things and even more 



people; not least those we love.  We and they, are changed that is the purpose of 

prayer and effect of God’s love.  That is what we both show and give thanks for tonight.  

 

 


