
Sermon Trinity 14: Yr C 

Amos  (8:4-7)  1.Timothy  (2:1-8)  Luke  (16:1-13) 
 

A parable of earthly slavery and call to heavenly freedom. 

I’m sure we all know folk that when they walk into the room lighten our spirits and 
perhaps others who drag us down and then others who however fond we are of them – 
we know that we’re in for a hard time and a grilling.  

I love Amos but as soon as he is found in the readings of the day you know you’re for a 
hard time. Almost more than any other of the OT prophets he does not pull his 
punches.  Everything that God makes and gives is good but look at you: you bunch of 
thieving self-obsessed self-serving greedy bunch of ungodly swine – deaf and blind to 
God’s compassion, His care for those in need and those living under the burden of 
injustice.  

In today’s extract God will judge unfair business practices and injustice to the poor. 
God will judge them because poverty is not always caused by a lack of economic 
resources; it is often a result of human discrimination and social injustice that prevents 
others from accessing tools, resources and education they need to improve their 
situation. 

Amos’s concern is the nature of God, the role of the individual, and the role of the 
social system that causes poverty, discrimination and oppression.  But in all this the 
Lord is not viewed as a judge without mercy. At the very core of the message is one of 
hope for those who will forsake evil and follow the good he desires. 

Individual aspects of social evil are easily seen in Amos. He presents concrete images 
of those who tamper with scales, violate the slave girl who should be treated like a 
member of the family, or make exorbitant demands that cannot be met. He see 
merchants and wealthy landowners dishonest and greedy for more money and power.  
Amos begins with the justice of God and shows how that relates to justice or lack of it, 
in society. 

The religious institutions that Amos was so familiar with and exasperated with (plus ca 
change) are grilled in relation to social justice. Amos preaches that the Lord provided 
justice for all Israel when he brought them up from Egypt and gave them freedom.  It 
was not a freedom to use for the enslavement of others.  (This is so echoed by Jesus 
when laying his parables before the Pharisees at the heart of the religious system) 

Amos’s rant is hard stuff for Israel (the nation) but it cuts too with individuals within the 
nation and this theme is picked up in our second lesson. We are asked to pray for 
those in authority that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness, even if you don’t like the way things are ordered. But mind you put yourself 
right first! Before uttering a long list of everything that wrong enter the presence of God 



and get our own attitudes and thoughts right before him. Then with clear hearts we can 
receive his thoughts and know his ways in the place of prayer.  

When our own attitudes are corrected and realigned, it usually changes the way we 
pray concerning others, because our words reflect the Father’s heart instead of our 
own personal preference or opinions.  So before you start griping about a political 
leader — or anyone else for that matter - in our divided, polarized, opinionated, fact lite 
prejudice heavy world; listen to God, regard your own life, think be thankful and then 
regard others.  

It has been said that the incredibly diverse and humbling response from all sections of 
society and across the world in this period of period of mourning for Queen Elizabeth 
has brought out the best of us and a sense unity without the need to be uniform in 
opinion and outlook.  Surely behind this is reflection on the divine empathy of God 
shown in Christ. Such humility must change our tone, make us more effective in prayer 
and better listen one to another.   

In the face of this scriptural mirror what a wonderfully confusing parable we have 
today. The parable about a dishonest steward who is commended for his prudence by 
his master.  They are as bad as each other.  There are no clean hands in this parable 
of observance of human nature.  In this parable the characters are all wicked—the 
steward and the man whose possessions he manages are both unsavory characters.  

The steward is being released for apparent mismanagement, not fraud. This explains 
why he is able to conduct a few more transactions before he is released and why he is 
not immediately tossed out on the street or executed. The steward, realising that he 
will soon be without a job, makes some shrewd deals behind his master’s back by 
reducing the debt owed by several of the master’s debtors in exchange for shelter 
when he is eventually put out. When the master becomes aware of what the wicked 
servant had done, he commends him for his “shrewdness.”  They have both been 
getting around the law not to charge interest and make a nice turn for themselves – 
plus of course the “customers” are in on the act too.  No clean hands here – which 
character do we identify with in this parable? Uncomfortable indeed.  

This is a parable not of the kingdom but a world enslaved in need of the kingdom. We 
should be alerted to the fact that Jesus is not exhorting us to emulate the behavior of 
any of the characters but is trying to get us to reach for something better.  

It of course becomes clear after the parable has been given. We are to make good use 
of the temporal goods. Money, basic goods and all the things we need to live a decent 
life are necessary in this world but we cannot, we should not, be attached to them.  
Employ them as a means and not as an end in themselves. In our life priorities, they 
should not occupy the place which only corresponds to God. If we value temporal 
goods more than and above the eternal, we lose our freedom and become their slaves. 
We should not forget that God gave all things to man so as to have responsible 
dominion over them, and not to use them in a despotic and abusive manner. 



So Jesus’s teaching is fourfold: 

• To remind us of the importance to live the virtues of honesty and diligence in our 
daily work. 

• Put the same zeal, ingenuity and effort that we might apply to our worldly affairs 
into the affairs of our soul, our relationship with God, our holiness and our 
salvation and that of others as well. 

• Know that such effort and zeal consists in being faithful taking care of the little 
things, not only in our work, but also in our dealings with God and others. 

• Know the importance of aiming for the true freedom by serving God and not the 
worldly goods, which if considered as ends in themselves will enslave us. 

In a way it is a reminder from our sermon and reflection last week of the right 
relationship between an earthly crown and the crown of our baptism. How fortunate we 
are that the cross in our culture always sits above the crown however bejeweled and 
adorned.  Without that cross, God first, there is only shackled slavery.  
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