
Sermon Trinity 11 2022 yr c 

Ecclesiasticus  (3:19-21, 30-31) Hebrews.  (12:18-19.22-24)  
Luke  (14:1, 7-14) 

 
Grace’s place 

 
One of the tasks that makes me feel most sorry for brides and grooms is 
the task of the seating plan.  Unlike the inference in Jesus’s parable today it 
is not generally a free for all but a carefully constructed piece of social 
engineering and diplomacy.  Then there’s the task of where to stick the 
priest should he accept the invite.  I’ve learnt just to accept my fate but 
often wish for endless canapes and trays of drinks to mingle at will or 
disappear to admire the view.   My worst nightmare is to be stuck on the 
end of a long table for hours on end with but one companion for 
conversation until the merciful release of the cake cutting.  Having said that 
such a nightmare was on one occasion turned into a riveting novel as on 
top table with me captured on the end the divorced mother in law told me of 
her life long passionate relationship with her Roman Catholic parish priest – 
the rest of the room probably thought we discussing flower arranging.  It 
was moving and deeply funny and of course totally unexpected – we didn’t 
choose our seats – divine providence had scripted those place names.  
 
I suspect we have all been to functions where we do get to choose our 
seats and there is jostling for the best, the coolest, the safest  spot: 
depending on function, mood and how it might look on social media or even 
news if we are part of the self proclaimed great and good.  I can’t help 
remembering the grand refectory of theological colleague where at dinner 
each night we chose our places after the members of community and staff 
had taken theirs.  The college principal always on top table of course and 
sadly most wanted to avoid him – too stiff and not fun.  The exception was  
Philip who at the age of 8 would sit next to him alone and in the silence of 
before grace asked aloud “Father Lane why doesn’t anyone like you?”  In 
truth Fr. Lane was as adorable as little Philip and the seats were rarely 
empty thereafter the rest of us having been shamed by an 8 year old.  
 
So much happens around the meal table – it is hardly surprising that it 
dominates Luke in a way not seen in other Gospels and books. Luke 
remembers for us time and time again those we often wish to forget – the 
outcasts, poor, people not like us and relatives we don’t want.  In parables 



such as the prodigal son and mystical experience at the meal at Emmaeus 
- the feast and the supper is used to transmit the transforming, healing love 
of God in Christ.   
 
Jesus’s warning to be humble and settle for a lower place and perhaps be 
called higher is sound advice but he did not come to offer mere moral and 
social advice – he came to offer a place at the feast in God’s Kingdom to 
each and every person.  It is a parable – we are told just as much though 
unusually for a parable it doesn’t begin with the kingdom of heaven is like – 
but it is about nothing less and it will therefore have many layers of 
meaning that may journey with us to each meal function and much else.  
Above all of course here at this feast of Christ himself in bread and wine. 
 
How beautifully said in ecclesiasticus.  
 

The heart of a sensible man will reflect on parables, an attentive ear 
is the sage’s dream. 

 
Luke the gentile will have reflected how this parable of Jesus so reflected 
the religious jostling for the best position in the eyes of God.  remember 
that later in Luke we will hear the story of the Pharisee and tax collector – 
the former at the front of the synagogue parading his good deeds and 
thanking God he is not like the ghastly tax collector. Meanwhile the latter is 
at the back – eyes fixed to the ground with only the words “Lord have 
mercy on me a sinner” It is of course the tax collector who is right with God 
in the eyes of Jesus not the Pharisee.   
 

Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the Earth  
 
It will be hard for those who have responded rightly and duly to God’s 
Invitation to retain their humility – the spread of the gospel among the 
gentiles and the difficulties with Jewish/Hebrew Christians will not be easy 
as we are reminded in Luke’s account of the early Church in the Acts of the 
apostles.  
 
Traits of earned privilege and rights are not confined to the early church 
and have continued to our own day.  I was reminded of this in my first 
parish of St.Augustines Kilburn. Founded in 1870 not just by the great 
Anglo Catholic priest Fr.Kirkpatrick but in mission and spirit having its 
cathedral like glories rooted in the poverty and reality of its setting by the 



monastic life and work of Emily Ayckbown. Probably not known to many of 
you she was part of a movement that said places at the feast were not 
allocated by rank or money. It isn’t so long ago that people would pay for 
their pew and if you had more money you could get a better one – even 
heated and nearer the action at the front. Mother Emily before founding the 
sisters of the church (still strong with 100 members) founded the Church 
Extension Association – awkward name but free pews and chairs –  
 
We might question ourselves – we may not pay for our pews as such but 
do we claim rights and honour that effectively stops others from accepting 
the invitation and then staying to fully participate in the feast?  Big question 
but that’s why Jesus used parables.  
 
Enjoy your place, enjoy the feast – but let’s remember the best places will 
always be for those who seek them not by ambition, power and money but 
humility grace and holiness. This is the way of Moses, Samuel, David, 
Hannah and Ruth. It is the way of Mary and the way of Paul and Peter once 
their misplaced zeal and pride and been broken and they have received 
humble and contrite hearts.  These are the characters that have the highest 
placesin the kingdom of Heaven.  We are invited to join them by the one 
who though equal to God humbles himself – even to death on the cross of 
shame made glorious by his invitation to feast at the heart of God for ever.  
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