
 
Sermon: Feast of the Transfiguration Year C 2022 
 
Daniel  (7:9-10. 13-14), Psalm 96, 2 Peter  (1:16-19), Luke  (9:28-36) 
 

Removing the full stops 
 
Life is full of ups and downs – it’s not a bed of roses. Cliched but true.  How 
might we think we are best prepare for that truth?  It probably isn’t in a 
world where we constantly tell our young that they can do anything they 
want if they try hard enough (if it doesn’t come true they may think it their 
own fault for lack of effort).  It probably isn’t in a world where losing and 
getting things wrong are repackaged into false positives. It can be almost 
forbidden to tell a child that their answer to a question is wrong sometimes 
– and yes a wrong answer can be interesting as to why it’s been given but 
that doesn’t make it right and of course lessons can be learnt in losing.  It is 
hard, for our world is full of instant reward, instant credit, instant knowledge 
googled from others, instant food from a lad on a bike and many other 
examples. Yet there are many who don’t make it into the England football 
team or commonwealth games despite their efforts talents and loves. Our 
spiritual and religious life is not unconnected for God is of course not on tap 
instantly he is not embraced through our own efforts and talents. Though 
through Christ he is with us and for us it does not mean he is available on 
our own terms conditions and at our own pleasure.  
 
Jesus was a teacher without equal to the disciples, he might also be to us. 
All good teaching involves interaction and learning involves change. Such 
teaching involves hard lessons too and of course Jesus is never blunter or 
harder than with his disciples. In our baptismal life this journey of 
interaction and of change is of the essence of being in Christ and with 
Christ.  If it is not it is like a full stop has been stamped on our journey.  
 
The Transfiguration is the most important of feasts in August it is a glimpse 
into the divine life offered in the company of Christ – a risen Easter life.  I 
hope that most of us have had times of sheer wonder delight joy and 
happiness that we wish would never end but of course it does. The 
transfiguration is such a moment of joy and wonder like being on Snowden 
on a rare fine day and seeing out across the Irish sea and Angelsey – it 
doesn’t happen often and turn for a moment and a cloud will descend. In 



this most important of episodes in Jesus’s life it is the cloud that speaks 
truth and describes what has been glimpsed.   

As Peter finished his proposal to build three shelters, a luminous cloud 
overshadowed them, wrapping them round so that once again they were 
afraid. A Voice came out of the cloud saying: ‘This is my Son, the Chosen 
One. Listen to him.’ The last three words, establishing our Lord’s authority 
as teacher, were new. All the rest had been said by the same Voice at 
Jesus’ baptism in Jordan. 

Peter, James, and John had been afraid—afraid when they saw Jesus and 
Moses and Elijah all white and luminous, afraid when the cloud wrapped 
them round, afraid when the Voice sounded from the cloud. With a touch of 
his hand and the words “Arise and fear not”, he recalled them to the world 
they were used to but in a new way.  There would be no full stop.  

But for this teaching to strike home and clearly it did with the apostles 
otherwise it would not be such a key event it must be remembered in 
context. What came before and after this episode of the transfiguration. 
Before at Caesarea Philippi Jesus told the apostles that he would suffer 
and die and on the third day rise again.  NO said peter this must not 
happen to you “get behind me satan” was Jesus’s rebuke to him. And then 
after this episode on the mountain, is so important too is recorded too in all 
three synoptic gospels. The disciples could not heal a little boy desperately 
ill for lack of faith – their teaching was not complete and would not be until 
their own death.  

Jesus at the transfiguration has chosen to take Peter and James and 
John,to the mountain to pray. We tend to think of them as principals at the 
Transfiguration, almost as though the whole incident had been staged for 
their sake. Strengthened and comforted by it they certainly were; but they 
were not principals. Jesus conversed with Moses and Elijah: the three 
apostles were so tired and sleep asleep part of the time and contributed 
nothing. Only one of them said anything at all: Peter and that was Peter 
who wanted to make it a full stop.  

Aside from Jesus the principal players here are Moses and Elijah. Moses 
was Israel’s law giver, dead these fifteen hundred years. Elijah, greatest of 
prophets, had been whirled up into the sky eight hundred years before; and 



the prophet Malachi had said (4:5) that God would send him “before the 
coming of the great and awe-filled day of the Lord”.  

Supremely Moses represented the Law, and Elijah the prophets. What 
happened on the mountain established the continuity between Israel of old 
and the Kingdom, now at last to be founded, in which Israel was to find its 
fulfillment. Neither Moses not Elijah were there by their own efforts or 
because of their perfected techniques of summoning God.  Moses had 
been confronted by God in the burnish bush – it just waited for him, the 
initiative was God’s. (Ex3.2).  again for Elijah at Horeb God was not to be 
found in the earthquake wind and fire but just waiting in the silence when 
the storm had passed. (1Kings 19:12)  

It is these representatives of the law and prophets that become part of our 
Lord’s prayer on the on the mountain waiting on God. They too are to have 
their full stops taken away and their journeys hopes to be fulfilled. Heaven 
was closed to these too until in God’s time, the lesson at Ceasarea Phillipi 
be fulfilled at Calvary, and the gates opened.  

Sometimes we haven’t a clue what is going on in our life, or the world. At 
other times we might think we have it sewn up and all is in hand. The 
feeling of having learnt nothing or everything can be both be a full stop on 
our journey unless we remember the cloud on the mountain and God’s 
command; “this is my Son my chosen one listen to him” 
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