
Feast of the Assumption 2022 

Blessed Belief 

And the Word was made flesh. 
And dwelt among us 

 

Revelation  (11:19, 12:1-6, 10) 1 Corinthians  (15:20-26) Luke  (1:39-56) 
 

It is too easy for the modern mind to confuse belief and knowledge – and I 

am not just speaking of religious belief.  The world of science, politics 

sociology biology and many other ologies.  Those olgies of course include 

the word LOGOS the greek word for word but much more than that.  It was 

the accounting and reckoning of everything; the reason and discourse for 

how the cosmos worked in the Greek mind: the character and coherence of 

the cosmos.  So when we repeat the great refrain of St.John’s gospel as 
part of the angelus before Sunday mass: 

And the Word was made flesh. 
And dwelt among us 

 

It is redolent with the meaning of everything – even that we have and can 

have no knowledge of.  If the modern mind does not confuse belief and 

knowledge it usually sees knowledge always trumping belief as belief and 

theories of being and coherence – even scientific theory can only be based 

first on solid observable knowledge.   

Belief though is a word that does not really on knowledge – it rests, 

reinforced in old English, on love faith and trust.  It is a word about 

relationship not perfect understanding.  It is easier to understand when we 

think of those two contrasting statements – to be that something is true and 

then to say that we believe in somebody. The story of Mary’s assumption 
and its relevance for us lies in belief as relationship.  

The Blessed Virgin Mary’s cousin Elizabeth is a shrewd and wise soul – at 

a human level why else would the Young Mary wish to stay with her for so 

long at the beginning of her pregnancy.  Elizabeth has strong relationships 

with her husband God, her unborn child and her cousin Mary.  The strength 



of her relationships is that they do not exclude but expand and include 

others for Elizabeth is humble recognising blessing in others before herself.  

Her greeting in today’s Gospel says it all. “blessed is she who believed”. 
This is what is significant about Mary and what we should delight in and 

aspire to today. Please God we have this one thing in common with Mary r 

– faith. In Mary we can see a relationship of faith and belief as it is meant to 

be. She doesn’t know everything she gets things wrong but faith hope and 

trust (the ground of belief) are always there. She is full of grace – a quality 

that is sought of all Christian believers.  

The greeting of the angel at the annunciation was not something she 

sought wanted or understood yet she says “be it unto me according to thy 

word.” Here is great courage, courage we often only find in grace filled 

faithful folk.  Her YES to God is a life long relationship not a passing phase. 

It shapes all the unkowns and heartaches and questions to come. She 

probably had her own assumptions of how life might be – husband home 

children etc – all cast before God – let it be according to thy word.  

She is warned of the sword that will pierce her heart when they take Jesus 

to the temple – it does not change her faith and belief – her YES to God.  

The world will sometimes say that belief or faith is an opt out or a cop out 

from the realities of life.  Mary’s life says no to this and yes to God, her 

journey with her son will take her to the foot of the cross – it is no cop out.  

God molds us and shapes our lives and journeys in ways we cannot 

foresee or understand. We often seem not to be in charge and on the 

receiving end – it is not always planned. It’s a false belief to think we are in 

charge and yet we are not to be just seeds or dust blowing the wind we are 

to cooperate and wait on God.  There is a lot of doing in the life of a 

handmaiden – Mary says that is what she is.  Waiting on God is not doing 

nothing – all the best waiters are attentive and alert to the need of the one 

they are meant to be serving not sleeping or texting until shouted at.  

We respond to life’s prompts and calls, co-operate and take hold of the 

opportunities. It is not a passive life yet grace and blessed belief says – 

you’re not in charge. That is why the commandments put God first and then 
neighbour.  



Wise Elizabeth sees it: blessed is she who believed that the promise made 

her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

Mary herself is a woman of few words and yet they are significant to 

blessed belief and a life of love trust and hope  

At the wedding at Cana – she is perhaps a little dismissed by Jesus and yet 

what she says defines her life and should define ours.  “do whatever he 

tells you” she never knows what they may be but it defines what makes her 

blessed what allows to say she is in heaven.  

You will remember perhaps the heckler from the crowd looking to engrace 

himself either to Jesus or Mary “blessed is she whose womb bore you”  

No says Jesus most emphatically. Blessed are those who hear the WORD  

of God and keep it.  

We cannot share the physical attributes and closeness to the earthly Jesus 

– it does not matter and it is not the most important attribute of Mary .  

Hearing and keeping God’s Word makes her blessed. This is the ground of 

her relationship with God in Christ – this is blessed belief and in this we 

may share.  
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