
Trinity 3 (14th in Ordinary time) 

Isaiah 66:10-14, Galatians 6:14-18, Luke 10:1-12, 17-20) 

Being formed for Mission 

It is just over 30 years since I was ordained. And as a newly ordained 

deacon one of the liturgical privileges is to proclaim the gospel in the mass. 

Today’s  Gospel is always fixed in my mind for that very reason and first 

opportunity to do so for my first parish.  I thought I’d done OK but the 

elderly and gruff warden asked me after what I had against people like him.  

I was confused – I came to know him well and he had many years battling 

cancer and other ailments but carried on with life.  Still confused he put me 

out of my misery he told me I had repeatedly sent the seventy two out to 

curse the sick rather than cure them. So I remember it as the dyslexic 

gospel and hope that I got it right this morning.  

The 72 evokes the number of assistants to Moses in the exodus to save 

the people. It also evokes represents the nations of the world. The 

message of salvation is not just for Israel and the few but everyone in the 

world.  

There is a sense of these assistants being rather like heralds before a king 

– you know those trumpeters that blast fanfares before the appearance of 

the monarch. There is urgency and expectation.  However whilst that image 

may seem a little remote there is a lot of good practical sense in this 

gospel.   

Mutual encouragement, urgency, mission is often not easy and much else.  

Sending people out in pairs reminds us that folk doing mission need to be 

encouraged and supported by each other.  The image of the harvest is a 

helpful one too as it reinforces the sense of urgency. Its all very well having 

5 and ten year plans for mission and evangelism but harvests happen at 

least once and if you don’t have a sense of urgency about it the stuff will rot 
and opportunity is missed.  The “oh well do that next month or next year “ 
has no place in this gospel.  We might think of the situation in Ukraine at 

the moment both in terms of defence and also their harvest as a world 

important food supplier.  Defence equipment is needed now and the grain 

is needed now not in a month or two when it may be too late.  And lastly 

Jesus recognises it’s not always easy “ I’m sending you out like lambs 



among wolves.”  There is hostility and obstruction to be found in the family, 

among friends, at school and work, to the pursuance and practice of faith.  

In the face of this the greeting of peace is both a personal one and a 

reminder of God within us “peace be with you” It may not be received one 
must be patient and persistent.  

Whats is mission? Is it for me? The answer to the second question is yes 

because it is for all the baptised not just the priest. You are at the coal face 

of your families, friends, neighbours and community in a way that no official 

can be.  Without the little church at work doing its little work the big picture 

fades and wastes.  

What might mission be for you then?  

• When you decide to pray and worship 

• When you decide what to offer ahead  not as an afterthought on the 

day 

• When you go out of the way to help a neighbour or person in need  

• When you put on a cross, an MU badge, or make some other public 

statement about your faith 

• When you make the sign of the cross when the funeral cortege 

passes by  

• When you offer to pray for someone  

• When you invite another to join you  

• When you decline a tempting invitation or say you’ll be late because 
you must attend to God’s business first.  

• When you put the two great commandments first love God and 

Neighbour as self, not as an afterthought or when the chores are 

done.  

Mission is commitment to God and each other in the smallest of things first, 

it doesn’t need to be grand.  

There is a big but in this gospel too. Time is not endless opportunities are 

not infinite. There is a warning alongside the invitation to partake of the 

Kingdom of God. the “niceness of the church” might get in the way but in 
this gospel it is quite sharp. If you are not welcomed “ wipe the dust from 
your feet” move on not hastily give it a chance but then move on.  



“anyone who hears you hears me and anyone who rejects you rejects me 
and the one who sent me” quite sharp indeed. But of course we need to 
make sure that we are representing Christ in what we say and do and not 

just ourselves if that statement is to be true. That is why it’s important that 

we come to confess, listen, be changed and fed.  In so doing we allow 

Christ to mission to us and through us perhaps then to his world.   
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