
Sermon Trinity 1 (12th in Ordinary Time ) 

Zechariah 12.10-11,13.1, Galatians 3.26-29, Luke 9.18-24 

Identity division and unity in Christ  

We live in an age of identity politics. You might not use the term yourself 

but would have witnessed it. It is where groups of people develop agendas 

for action in the world based on an aspect of their identity above all else. 

maybe their nationality, race, tribe, sexuality, gender, religion, age etc. the 

identity group can become more and more narrow like Asian elderly 

womens campaign against abuse in the home.  They are often worthy 

causes but a major criticism of them is that under the “divide and rule” 
principle the more segregated and divided society is into different groups 

the easier it is for the political class of whatever system to control and 

maintain the status quo.  It can also have some comical outcomes of how 

we look at our society through identities.  

Apocryphal story of Northern Island Muslim. A young man is stopped on 

the street, his parents have just set up business and he’s getting to know 
the area. The slightly threatening group say “who are you?” Are you a 
catholic or protestant?  Im a muslim comes the answer.  “ but are you a 
catholic muslim or a protestant muslim?  

Its funny but we can see how damaging it is to more and more divide the 

world and humanity and power is attained retained by such divisions. The 

roman empire of Jesus’s day was a master of divide and rule with enough 
glimpse of the possibilities of freedom and preferment to generally keep the 

order – with the legions ready of course if that didn’t work.  

The celebration of the jubilee was for many a chance to aspire to a bigger 

and better identity though it too was not for everyone and the role and 

purpose of monarchy is our society can not be assumed to be fully 

understood or accepted.  

The question that Jesus asks today in the gospel is the most important. 

Who do people say that I am and you, you, who do you say that I am? It is 

of course Peter who breaks the ice by saying you are the Christ (the 

anointed one). We don’t have the confusion of Matthews recollection here – 

you remember when Peter refuses to accept that Jesus must suffer and die 

and Jesus tells him “get behind me satan”. 



Yesterday I had the wedding of a young couple in Dartmouth, some of you 

know them well. The groom having been here since a boy, the bride though 

from and Indian Asian family and convert to Christianity from Hinduism.  

They will be discovering over the coming years a new identity as a married 

couple as well as consciously and sub-consciously processing changes 

and movements from one identity to another from military to civilian, single 

to married and many other cultural and religious identities.  There is always 

a danger in life of rejecting one and picking up a new one – like the way 

folk dropped dropped german sounding names around the time of the first 

world war or jewish names in favour of something more acceptable after it.  

St.Paul the writer of our epistle if the epitome of somebody who on the 

surface changes his identity. Saul becomes Paul. The Jewish Pharisees 

becomes the greatest preacher for Christ. And yet he doesn’t see it like that 
– it is not an identity in Christ that blots out everything he has been but is 

the fulfilment of his true identity.  

Jesus comes into the world to reconcile it to God to show who and what 

God is like. Love is key word and sacrificial love is the measure of it.  Jesus 

does much but it is who is and therefore why he does it that matters most. 

He is the anointed one and we too have been anointed baptised in his 

name.  Today is Fathers day – just another secular way of exploiting 

identity – I promise you if you re a father you will be a better father if you 

recognise it is the Lords day first.  

If we call ourselves Christian we have a new identity. It is not one that is to 

obliterate and replace our other important identities and roles of culture, 

race, family, vocation.  We should delight in the variety of Christ’s church 
we can only do that if we are truly part of it and committed to it first in the 

heart and mind and then in the being and doing.  

When Paul writes that in Christ there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek, free and slave, male and female he is saying that in the eye of 

Christ that is no how he sees them – they are Jack and Alisha, Tom and 

Leah.  Their primary identity is in the image of God and He restores that – 

all other identities are there to serve and salute that primary one.  

We would do well to grapple with Christ’s question each day – Who do you 

say that I am?  By so doing we may find our truer selves for Jesus offers us 

a way of being in all our doing, our roles and identities that better defines 



us too.  In this task of finding our truer selves we must remember that as 

with Identity politics relationship is at the heart. Last week was trinity we are 

in trinity time – God is relationship and relates to us as Father Son and 

spirit. We are called into that relationship most especially in the eucharist 

by receiving Christ in communion.  We are what we eat.  

This is not an identity of oneness in the sense of me and God, it is an 

identity of being also one with all Gods people and finding myself within it. 

Unlike the identity politics of our day it is a way that enlarges and unites 

rather than narrows and divides.  

This enlargement starts each day with that question – who do you say that I 

am and what effect its answer has upon your day and the rest of your life.  

 


