
Sunday After Ascension (Easter 7 yrc) 

Acts of the Apostles  (7:55-60), Revelation. (22:12-14, 16-17, 20), John  (17:20-26) 

 

There isn’t a single member of the parish who doesn’t want it to grow both in number and also 
does not want their own faith to be deepened questions to be answered, strength to be given to 

withstand the slings and arrows of this life. Further we all want surely a greater amount of joy in 

our life than sorrow. Such desires are worthy, understandable and according to the word of God 

capable of fulfilment. The question is how.  

Today on this Sunday between Ascension and Pentecost we have three readings that shed light 

on the how.  

Firstly we have the martyrdom of Stephen, the first Christian martyr. The feast of Stephen isn’t 
difficult to remember – good king Wenceslas last looked out on the feast of Stephen – the day 

after Christmas Day. 26th December last was a Sunday and one of the smallest of our 

congregations of the year – clearly although folk might have looked out they didn’t want to go 
out – or at least not to church. Before we beat ourselves up about that we should recall that 

astonishingly many churches across the country were encouraged to have a rest and close for 

the day! Christmas eve and Christmas day might have left them a tad tired - what a message for 

bishops and church leaders to give to the world. Mercifully the church is built on the blood of the 

martyrs and faithful not edicts for laziness from head office.  

Stephen didn’t take the day off but prayed for his persecutors and note how those who stoned 
him laid their clothes at Saul’s feet – was this the real beginning of St.Paul’s conversation to 

follower of Christ rather than persecutor?  

Our second reading in the revelation of St.John the Divine offers a vision of eagerness to drink 

in the spirit of God and an openness to all – in all time and all places. It is a vision of the worthy 

desires that I began with and a vision of them being fulfilled.  

What gave Stephen his courage and St.John his vision. There is universal mission and outreach 

in both of these readings. But it is the mission and reach of Christ himself to them that makes 

the difference – in the gospel Jesus has a special regard and intense prayer and desire for the 

disciples to be one as he is one with the father. There is a priority in his concern and prayer for 

the church – not so that the church may be isolated or laud it over the world but so that it may 

serve the world and fulfill Christ’s mission.  

If Christ has a priority in his prayers for the disciples shouldn’t we? Without such a priority the 
Acts of the Apostles would not have happened the stone rolled over his tomb would have been 

a full stop not the well spring new life. As we move from Ascension into Pentecost we may well 

ask what priority does our faith have in our lives. Where in our priorities of life are our prayers 

and actions for our fellow Christians.  

All decisions making begins in the heart – sin and love flow from the same place that is why 

Jesus and his true followers like Stephen appealed to the inner self and heart converting desire 

into right action by love and prayer.  So our priorities are thus formed.  



The use of our time, our thoughts our prayers our actions. These are eventually seen like good 

fruit from a good tree or the light on a lampstand that cannot be hidden. That is not to say that 

we always get it right – we don’t.  But right desire and motive evokes forgiveness and new 
understanding when we get it wrong. Jesus’s prayer for unity does not wish uniformity or offer 
blinkers to difficulty and conflict.  

A good mother does not abandon a difficult child as we might avoid a restaurant that given us a 

poor meal.  Her priority dwells in relationship. Do we feel any sense of priority and relationship 

to our fellow members of the church – if we don’t we must ask ourselves whether we are really a 
member of Christ – they’re a priority for him so why not us?   

Last Thursday was Ascension Day. As a feast forty days after Easter concludes the earthly 

appearances of the risen Christ.  A common theme in the scriptures reflecting on this event in 

our Lord’s life and what followed is that the disciples were constant in their prayers and worship.  
Prayer and worship was a priority for them after Jesus was no longer physically present. They 

find it is the source of a new power and hope deep within and a new hope for the future.  It is a 

priority which enables them to engage with the world and all their other priorities and challenges 

that come their way.  

Next Sunday is Pentecost – we celebrate the gift of this power – the spirit of God. We continue 

to be a priority of Christ as he intercedes for us in heaven.  He empowers us to be his hands in 

earth if we are open to his love as he prays in today’s gospel.  Is he and is this a priority for us?  

Being Sunday I guess a few more than the 18 that made Ascension Day here will make 

Pentecost a priority. This third most important feast of the Christian year after Easter and 

Christmas of course coincides with the platinum jubilee of our sovereign lady queen Elizabeth.  

Keeping Pentecost first will be her first priority I can guarantee that.  Will it be yours?  

No doubt for many prayer and worship will be low down the list of priorities – a long way behind 

paper plates and bunting. Even for many church members being alongside each other in prayer 

and worship at the altar and in service of Christ’s mission has become a nice to do if I’ve got 

time. 

It is why, counter to such culture, anointing and communion are at the heart of the coronation 

service and more important than the placing of the crown. To rule and serve country and 

commonwealth without first prioritising God and being fed by Him, is bound to run out of steam 

and go wonky. The worthiest of desires that I began with, remain but desires. Why should we 

expect it to be different in our own small lives and ways. 

So let us have the courage of Stephen and blessedness John’s vision by embracing Christ’s 
priorities as our own, that we may know, share and show Christ’s love.  


