
Palm Sunday 2022 

Holy Week: journeying on empty to become full. 

Many years ago my first car was an old mini estate. 

It had a rusty petrol tank that needed to be replaced 

and with the help of friend I replaced it. 

Unfortunately, we got the petrol gauge the wrong 

way round.  Consequently,  it use to fill up the 

further it travelled – I got used to it but I did lend to 

friends who came back very confused.   

Often if when we go on a journey we want to 

prepare and stock up for what’s ahead: we want the 

tank to be full as it were. I remember far too many 

travels in my time with my back laden with every 

conceivable contingency.  There’s a sense in which 
Holy Week is a call to be different to travel lighter 

and empty ourselves that there may be space for 

God’s love 

Holy Week has many facets but poignantly with the 

backdrop of the Ukraine conflict the battle between 

earthly power and divine authority.  What the power 

in the world can do verses what God shows us to 

do.  What is set before us is not power but authority 

which ultimately has greater force if allowed to take 

root in that space emptied in our lives and hearts.  

In the words of the ancient poem at the heart of 

Philippians  “ Christ was in the form of God but 

empties himself of power and takes the form of a 

servant…obedient unto death even death on a 
cross” 

Today Palm Sunday Jesus enters Jerusalem in the 

tradition of the ancient prophets.  Authority speaks 

to power; to the blind and deaf leaders of his 

people.  He asserts that eyes can be opened and 

ears can now.  Jesus in the shoes of the prophet 

confronts the rulers concerning their denial of 



justice.  In exchange they demonstrate their 

blindness for truth by crucifying him.  And we are to 

hear it all again as victims and perpetrators; for we 

are not always on the side of Jesus. We may not 

have high office but have power in our own small 

and perhaps greater ways. Being unable, as 

humans to see and hear beyond the service of our 

own needs is the root of all separation and 

contributes to the creation of chaos and human 

pain. 

The ministry of Jesus stands in the great prophetic 

tradition but he is much more than just another truth 

teller. Jesus embodied the infusion of God’s love. 
Jesus came and sacrificed his own body and blood 

for the sake of all human life. Jesus the prophet 

incarnated an understanding of God’s total alliance 
with justice and compassion. 

Each year, we hear the account of Jesus, his 
Father, the disciples, all the people of his time, and 
the terrible account of the final days, the final week. 
A week that begins with great joy, for Jesus is 
recognised as the Messiah, the One who the Jewish 
people prayed for and longed for through centuries 
and centuries, and finally he came. And just at the 
moment it all seemed that everything was being 
fulfilled, that the world would finally know that God 
had triumphed, he’s arrested, put on trial, laughed 
at, ridiculed, found guilty.  
 
His guilt was of claiming that he had come from God 
to rejoin us to God; the same God who so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son to us, and 
we destroyed him on the cross, but was raised to 
great triumph after the world had done it’s worst. 
 
We may wave our palms and gather when able or in 
need or at our convenience not because he was 



wise, not because of the miracles he did or the 
wonders he performed, it’s because from beginning 
to end as a human being he made us and makes us 
understand who we really are. 
 
We may speak of Jesus’ sacrifice but do we walk 
with him.  Does our faith fade in times of trouble. 

Does enthusiasm fizzle out.  Are hopes paraded but 

not pursued them.  Do we stand in the trust that 

Jesus offers or in the old patterns of self security? 

These are deep questions of faith and practice 

which is our holy week life journey.   

He came out of love, he lived out of love, he died 
out of love, and because he put love in the centre of 
the world, it would never be removed. The world 
and ourselves are full of stuff that is not love and 
following Jesus this Holy Week and in our lives will 
require some emptying of our own that we may find 
afresh in the empty tomb the fullness of life.  
 
I pray that this Holy Week may allow you to empty 
your lives even just a little that the fullness of God 
may replenish you for your journeys to come.  
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