
Sermon 3rd in Lent YrC. 

Exodus  (3:1-8, 13-15), 1. Corinthians  1.(10:1-6, 10-12) Luke  (13:1-9) 

 

Just before today’s Gospel in Luke Jesus has, with a tad impatience, been 

trying to get folk to read the signs of the times.  Amongst other things he’s 
said ‘you can tell when it’s going to rain or be a hot day but you don’t seem 
to be able to work out what’s going on at the moment.’  

The times of Jesus were undoubtedly turbulent. And some pretty horrid 

things were happening.  You might ask – ‘well when has the world been 

sweet light and goodness.’  Every age has troubles and challenges of its 

own.  I don’t have to Labour the issues to spell out the huge challenges and 

horrific events of our own times. How the churches and people of faith deal 

with them is vital for the mission of the church.  

Does the church merely echo the popular view of its constituency or does it 

challenge?  The roles of the churches in Russia and Ukraine will be 

remembered and influential for good and ill long after the last bomb is 

dropped.  Equally there will not be one view or remembrance individual 

bishops priests and people of faith will be acting in quite different ways 

according to their context and conscience.  In Russia some bishops will be 

stroking the ego of Putin and other clergy will be risking wrath for pointing 

folk to truth and to the scandal of war.  In Ukraine some may be considered 

suspect for their loyalty, others will have raw hands from pulling bodies 

from rubble and yet others will be blessing the people and tools of 

resistance confident that God is on their side.   

One of the great Anglican Bishops of the 20th Century was a man called 

George Bell for 20 years from the 1930s to the 1950s he was bishop of 

Chichester.  The rise of Hitler, Nazism, the Second World War and its 

aftermath was of course the dominant issue of his time.  In the 1930’s he 
made himself a thorough nuisance to the Conservative government 

campaigning for Hitler to be resisted - war was sometimes necessary and 

righteous!  He organized the evacuation of many Jews and had no doubts 

about what needed to be done.  In the midst of war though after the tide 

was turning to the allies favour he became an equal nuisance and out of 

step with the popular mood and government by railing against the carpet 



bombing of cities such as Dresden: a just war had to be fought in a just 

way.  Such acts were not dissimilar to the acts of Putin’s army we see 

today.  Needless to say Bell did not progress from Chichester in spite of his 

immense stature – too awkward.  

 

War is messy and the world of Politics – the art of exercising power, is 

always messy.  It was into such a world that Jesus was born and exercised 

his ministry.   

His teaching and message of repentance and forgiveness is not offered 

exclusively for one group or another. Jesus knows some hands are very 

dirty but knows too that none are clean.  “take the log out of your own eye 
first before taking the splinter from your brothers eye” “love your enemies”  

Pilate was a thoroughly ghastly, unpleasant and deeply unpopular Roman 

Governor of Judea.  One of his exploits is referenced in today’s Gospel.  
Uninterested in religious niceties any sniff of rebellion even in the form of a 

pilgrimage to the temple would be snuffed out.  We know that the blood of 

Galilean Jews would have flowed in the courtyard of the temple and 

comingled with the sacrifices of turtle doves and other animals.   

Similarly we know from Jewish and Roman historians who are not 

interested in Jesus’s teaching that the temple would be utterly destroyed 
and razed to the ground in AD70 because of Jewish uprisings against 

Roman rule.  Those who live by the sword die by the sword.   

But isn’t Jesus’s call to repentance just about spiritual matters and the 

danger to the everlasting destruction of the soul?  Of course he is deeply 

concerned for the soul “what does it profit a man to gain the whole and 

loose his soul” but the body and the soul are not separate entities and 

neither is this life which is from God and part of eternal life with God.   

Later in the Gospel Jesus will take the coin when cornered as to whether 

he is on the side of the religious or political leaders.  He will say “render 
unto Caesar what is Caesars and to God what is God’s” but of course what 
Ceasar has only comes from God; that realization changes the world when 

Ceasar’s heart gets it, by grace not by force.  However we are all mini 

Ceaser’s in some way or other and all exercise authority in larger and 



lesser degrees.  Consequently we are all in need of repentance. Or as 

George Bell might have put it:  sin cannot be defeated by sin.  

It’s not easy stuff and the parable of the fig tree might come to the rescue – 

it takes time for the tree to fruit and the gardener has patience and is none 

other than the Lord himself.  Whilst the Lord seems to have abundant 

patience it is not infinite and is a warning to all be they simple pilgrim or 

Pilate.  
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