
Lent 2 Year C Sermon (Luke 9.28-36) 

The joyful and painful window 

Last week we had the temptations of Jesus in the wilderness. A strange 

spiritual episode in the earthly life of Jesus that we said was important for it 

appears in all three of the synoptic gospels.  This second Sunday of lent we 

have another strange spiritual episode in the earthly life of Jesus – the 

transfiguration.  Like the temptations it is beguiling, and visionary albeit this 

time it is an encounter with the glory of God – reflected in the Son.  Like the 

spiritual encounter with the devil it is a key episode as it too appears in 

Matthew Mark and as today in Luke.   

In the wilderness Jesus has battled the temptations of material worldly and 

spiritual power.  He has done so alone except for faith in God.  Now his 

glory is revealed on the mountain as the fulfilment of the law and the 

prophets represented by visions of Moses and Elijah and he is not alone – 

the three closest disciples are there as witnesses although they do not 

really know what they are witnessing or why.  The glory of God in Jesus 

Christ is not for himself but for the world.   

As if to emphasise this each of the gospel writers has Jesus being implored 

by the father of an epileptic son to help him find health.  Such a disease 

was of course in the ancient world a sign of possession by evil forces – 

Jesus’s mission is to confront such evil.  Not for his own sake or glory but 
for others.   

[the ordination leveller] 

The serenity and wonder of the transfiguration is not to be an escape from 

the distresses of ordinary life.  The dsicples often don’t get the measure of 
either.   

You will recall how often the disciples even those who supposedly 

witnessed his glory on the mountain tried to shield Jesus from the pressing 

and messy needs of the world.   

In Luke it is no flight of fancy to suggest that it is in the Garden of 

Gethsemane that the spiritual agony of the wilderness and the 

transfiguration of the mountain are magnified and unified as Jesus prays: 

contemplating his own death to come on the cross:  take this cup from me 



but not my will but yours be done.  You may remember that in many 

manuscripts of Luke we are told he prays so fervently that his sweat falls 

into the sand like clots of blood.  At that point he was once more largely 

alone as the disciples could not watch with even one hour but fell asleep.  

But those disciples will become saints and one of the marks of the saints is 

a key mark of Jesus: holding two things deep in the heart at the same time.  

The first is being conscious and open to the glory beauty and transforming 

love of God and the second is beholding the darkest pain and suffering of 

the world.  The cross is the window to see both and hold both most clearly 

and closely.  (quote ramsey) 

The cross is the only the only window to see both without being beguiled by 

the blessings of life or crushed by the darkest of evil.   

At a practical level how often have you heard someone say or perhaps said 

it yourself: I got a lot out of that worship. I was really lifted up by that 

experience. Yes we have all said it and it would be wrong to pour cold 

water on the experience but the authentic spiritual voice will whisper “and 
what will you do with it.”  Such experiences are never for their own sake or 

just for our own sake – they are food and armour in a world of pain and 

need.  

The News we are grappling with in our world at the moment seems far from 

a mountain top picture of glory, the images we are confronted with are 

more like a descent into hell.  Even at times of delight it can seep into our 

consciousness. (examples). 

In the Gospel Moses and Elijah are depicted speaking of Jesus passing, it 

is both a reference to the first exodus or passing out of Egypt and a 

reference to his death.  The first exodus grants freedom to the Israelites but 

does not shield them from pain temptation and suffering which comes their 

way often of their own making.  The second exodus or death of Jesus on 

the cross grants true freedom and life. 

It is hard for us all as it was for the disciples to make sense of the highs 

and lows joys and sorrows of this life and see what God might be saying 

and doing.  The outcome of the first exodus is the choice of man, the 

outcome of the second is the choice of God in Christ. In our baptismal lives 

and in our regular feeding upon him at the altar we seek to follow this 



second choice.  It’s a way of transfiguration that can hold both joys and 

darkest sorrows without either being beguiled on the one hand or crushed 

on the other.  It is the way of the cross, the way of true freedom and life.  

At times it is a joyful window and at times painful, we look through it to see 

ourselves and world as is and perhaps could be if transfigured.  

This is my son, the chosen one, listen to him 


