
Sermon 5th Sunday in ordinary – 4th before Lent 

Isaiah 6.1-8, 1 Corinthians 15.1-11, Luke 5.1-11 

Mission:  The reflection of God in self and the world 

An item on radio 4 caught my attention late yesterday afternoon when I 

finally came home after a long and trying day to prepare for Sunday.  It was 

a discussion about narcissism on the one hand and Imposter syndrome on 

the other. As always in these psychological analysis prompted no doubt by 

the key public figures of our day it isn’t always a clear cut definition or 

indeed as was discussed a degree of each may promote creativity and 

confidence on the one hand and a healthy humility on the other.  But at 

their baldest extremes the narcissist is one who like narcissus falls in love 

with himself and everything that he is or does.  Narcissus the Greek 

character who seeing himself in the reflection of the water falls in love with 

himself and spends his life staring at his own image.  Such folk lack 

empathy for others and are always looking for excessive approval and 

admiration – there is much else to it of course.  On the other hand the 

person suffering from Imposter Syndrome is someone who has extreme 

lack of self-esteem, doubts their own abilities in any field and feels like a 

fraud – waiting to be found out.  It can of course be closely related to 

depression and anxiety but need not lead to such mental illness but 

certainly the person.   

We might think of the two traits as opposites on a spectrum and perhaps all 

of us display something of both in our lives.  I’m too good for this or I’m not 
good enough may be phrases we have all used even if only with the inner 

voice in different situations.   The point of me starting with this reflection is 

the line in Luke’s gospel of today.  After witnessing the miracle catch of fish 
Simon Peter just sees himself as worthless – “leave me alone Lord I’m a 
sinner.”  It’s quite like Isaiah’s initial reaction to his vision of God “what a 
wretched state I am in” or Paul saying that he doesn’t deserve the name 
apostle because of his former crimes.   

Today is accession day and we give thanks for 70 years of Queen 

Elizabeth’s reign.  Whatever achievements she may have wrought and 
encouraged in her years the greatest is probably having the highest regard 

for her role and office balanced with a lack of regard for self.  The key to 



such balance in any walk of life famed or not is the recognition of grace – 

God’s grace.  (the cake and queen)  

Where are we going with this? Well you will remember that last week we 

thought about mission because many of our readings recently have been 

about this subject and I shared with you that a fair chunk of our PCC half 

day had been spent reflecting upon it.  It will be a theme of this year.  

God’s mission is to create in love, redeem in love and sustain in love. God 
is not shown as an extreme Narcissist in the scripture, though jealousy 

does rear up in the some of the Old Testament writings. God loves his 

creation and is love.  His creativity is not for the sake of self but all creation. 

Such selflessness is of course at its most profound in the selfless sacrificial 

love shown in the life of His Son Jesus Christ.  God’s mission is set forth, 
restored and sustained by a succession of ordinary women and men who 

might think themselves inadequate imposters but for God’s grace. We have 
mentioned Isaiah, Paul and Peter, but characters such as Moses, Elijah, 

Ruth and the Saints of the early church reinforce the point.  Paul himself 

remembers and proclaims it with all his God given eloquence in the 

opening chapter of his letter to the Corinthians.  

The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God…..consider your call, friends; not many 
of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth;  but God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong,  God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that 
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might 

boast in the presence of God.  He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption; therefore, as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast of the 

Lord.” (1 Cor chapter 1) 

As we try to move forward as a parish we need to always be mindful that 

mission is about self – but not for the sake of self alone. It is about growth 

too but not to receive adulation from head office or the mirror in the 

morning.  The mission of any church must align with the mission of God or 

it would tend to a type of churchy narcissism. The means of achievement is 

what we have, not what we haven’t got – by God’s grace we may be good 



enough, in our own strength we never will be.  That is why as with Jesus 

himself it all starts with prayer.   

A motley group of fisherman and others had little and were good enough by 

God’s grace.  They were not imposters, though they were humbled again 

and again by their shortcomings but not crushed by them.  They were not 

narcissists demanding adulation as chosen anointed and better than 

others, but did have the highest regard for their calling, always pointing 

away from self to Christ, to God and the restoration of his love and image in 

all.   

Let us pray 

God of mission who alone brings growth to us and your Church, send your 

Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions joy to our 

worship and power to our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in 

spiritual commitment to you, and in service to our community, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Revd Fr.David Wylie  
February 6th 2022 


