
Sermon 2nd Before Lent  

1 Samuel 26:2, 7-8, 11-13, 22-23. 1 Corinthians 15:45-49, Luke 6.27-38 

 

 “what will they read through you” 

We have been thinking about mission in recent weeks and you may have 

read something of our PCC discussion about what have been called the 4 

Ps of mission prayer presence proclamation and persuasion.  Most of our 

PCC members in common with many regular church folk think that in 

common with many parish we score quite well on prayer and presence but 

perhaps less well on proclamation and persuasion – that is conveying the 

message of Christianity and persuading folk to make it their own.  

It’s easy to think of these things in terms of campaigns, grand mission 

programmes, course and outreach.  But equally effective and perhaps 

more so are the opportunities that come our way but we simply don’t see 
them of think them important because they are so ordinary.  The friends or 

family coming to lunch on a Sunday – what to do avoid church?  Or maybe 

invite them, do the prep earlier in the day or previous night or say lunch will 

be half hour later because I’m at church.  All of the last things are actually 
low key acts of proclamation, my faith is important me.  The first option 

merely proclaims faith as nice to do if it fits in. Quite different options and 

we all make them.  

Sometimes we meet people in life only for a short time but they can make a 

memorable impact. For me, one was a Church of Scotland Minister who 

had worked in the east end of Glasgow, a hard and difficult area to 

proclaim the gospel.  His Church had that well known Presbyterian 

dedication of St.Francis in the East.  A decendant of the famous Ernest 

Shackelton his name was Bill. He and also his son who became a good 

friend described themselves as Scotto Catholics – by which they meant 

being incarnationalist – seeing God in everyone and proclaiming the 

presence of God in the sacraments, not something you might think usual 

for a Presbyterian.  

The reason I treasured my one and only day with bill was not the visit to 

Celtic (yes he was as welcome as any cardinal) but his saying folk may 



not read the bible but they will read you. Taken to heart each 

engagement becomes proclamation.  

Jesus’s sermon on the mount from which we have Lukes version today is a 
great and challenging sermon.  Famously Ghandi called it the greatest 

sermon ever – such a shame it was never put into practice.  Of course it 

was  put into practice by the preacher Christt himself by what he did and 

embodied on the cross.  

Jesus in the sermon preaches the kingdom with a glorious ridiculous 

generosity including here to love your enemies. He does so not because 

it’s about who you are but who God is.  If God is like that why be stingy and 

short changing in your offering to the world.  You are children of God made 

in his image.  

It is a cliché that our world is more fragmented then ever in ideas and 

thought.  The virtual world especially divides people into friends and 

likeminded on the side and the opposites. It is easier than ever to surround 

yourself with folk who only think like you.  Facebook favourites, you tube 

lists, certain types of news channel etc.  and through the wonder of 

algorithms you will be more and more bombarded with things opinions and 

subjects you already like and agree with.   

The world is almost divided for us between friends and enemies.  It is of 

course anathema to the mission of Christ and the vocation of the church. 

They may not read the bible but they will read you.  What did folk read in 

the actions of David towards Saul.  David wept for him lamented him was 

magnanimous in victory.  Why – well perhaps he was ony too aware of his 

own flaws and failings and sets them against the generosity and 

graciousness of God.  In more modern times many have read the power of 

such graciousness and generosity and its ability to change things for the 

better not perhaps by reading the bible but the person.  The lives of such 

characters as Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela were formed by their 

faith and they proclaimed it not by hiding their flaws but by loving their 

seeming enemies.   

Im sure there are many little characters around the world in the midst of 

conflict trying to do the same because their character is reflecting the 

character of God most supremely shown in Christ. Have wars ceased or 

conflicts ended – no. Is the world perfect because of such lovers of 



enemies – no – but is it a better place than it would have been without them 

– most certainly yes.  It is the most that any of us could hope for as an 

epitaph. It is an epitaph of proclamation because some folk have read your 

life and seen the generosity at the heart of God.  


