
Year C Second Sunday in Ordinary 
Isaiah 62:1-5, 1.Corinthians 12.4-11, John 2.1-11 

The Wedding at Cana – 
“Background signs of love and purpose” 

 
This miracle, or rather sign for they are always signs in the Gospel of John, 

is one of the best known. It is also one that has most been thrown at me as 

something to emulate by wags at grand functions and parties. No doubt the 

ability to turn water into wine would have been a most useful quality at 

Downing Street during those thirsty lockdowns rather than needing to 

trundle down to the “offy” or liquor store with a suitcase.  

Weddings, marriage and marriage feasts are much used metaphors in the 

Old Testament to describe the relationship between Israel (the bride) and 

God (the bridegroom).  Many of you will recall that many of the patriarchs 

and kings of the Old Testament were polygamous but by the time of Jesus 

marriage was expected to be a contract between 2 parties a man and a 

woman. Faithfulness and vocation was at the heart of the metaphor.  Israel 

was called to be faithful to God and vice-versa. All word pictures metaphors 

and analogies have their limits and draw backs but the image struck to the 

heart of Israel’s calling to be faithful and yet she was not, in contrast to 
God’s steadfast faithfulness.  

Last week we had the Baptism of Jesus and this we reminded ourselves 

was the beginning of Jesus Earthly ministry. The purpose of that ministry of 

course is to show just how much God still loves his wayward spouse – his 

people.  The sacrificial love of God in Christ who pours out, not just the 

finest wine, but his own blood for his beloved is yet to come.  For now we 

have this wonderful memorable scene at Cana.  Whatever else and it is as 

always many layered – be in no doubt it is about vocation and discipleship.  

For the individual most certainly but also for the community.  This 

community will be described as the Church and also the bride.  So this sign 

of changing water into wine at a wedding feast is about our calling 

ministries and vocation in this world.  In this sense it flows well from the 

Baptism of Jesus.  

No one told me during my training for the priesthood that part of my priestly 

duty was to drive around Paddington frantically buying up all the 

sandwiches and sausage rolls to feed a wedding crowd in the hotel lobby of 



a distraught delightful but disorganised young couple who had forgotten to 

confirm their wedding reception booking.  However I did and belatedly with 

some reorganisation at the hotel the crazy feast did happen but of course 

didn’t finished before another couple of hundred people turned up for the 
“evening party” surprised the main meal had just started….I left at that point 
– Sunday feasts beckoned.  

The language in the gospel – “Woman why turn to me” is notoriously 
difficult to translate.  What it is not is a rude and brusque brush off.  Jesus 

cares much about his mother and the people at the feast.  They probably 

don’t really need more wine – they do need a sign even though Jesus’s 
hour has indeed not come.   

His mother, the disciples, and the servants (deacons) are the ones that see 

it and know the source of this fine wine.  The feast goes on and most of the 

people don’t know how.  In icons of this event Jesus is always off to the 

flank the bride and bridegroom are centre.  The source of eternal love and 

happiness is not fully disclosed – the hope is and the message of the 

gospel is that that source is fully shown and known by the end of the 

gospel.   

The disciples and the servants can be seen in this episode to be the church 

in the community off to the flank helping to make good things happen – 

serving the community with the purpose of course of making Christ known.  

The various roles and functions in making this so are well and eloquently 

set out by St.Paul in his letter today – we all have a variety of gifts to make 

good things happen and to show the love of God in Christ.  

It is a wonderful story that reminds that that unless we as the church – 

individually and together are at the gatherings, the earthly feasts we will 

have few opportunities to show the love at the heart of the heavenly feast 

to which all are called.  The story is a sign of the power of Jesus’s love it is 
also a sign of where we might need to be – to get involved in the world for 

all humanity are called to be reunited with God.  

Sometimes we all think – that’s not my job, I’m just not equipped to do any 
mission or evangelism.  We can be happy to remain of to the flank and in 

the background as Jesus the disciples and the servants are in this story.  

But we need to remember two things. Firstly, it’s off to the flank and in the 
background that the real change happens.  Secondly Jesus uses ordinary 



washing water to make the finest wine –nothing and nobody is inadequate 

and beyond change with God’s love.   

The first hearers of this gospel would hear the words of Mary “do whatever 
he tells you” as an echo of the words of Jesus “do this in remembrance of 
me.” They would be filled to overflowing, like the water jars, with renewed 

hope, love and thanksgiving as they received the Sacrament of love as we 

will do ourselves shortly. A renewed spirit enabled them to make good 

things happen even when they were in the background and off to the flank.  

So it is for us, we all have a role and purpose not just in celebrating the 

feast of God’s love but in calling others to join.   
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