
Year C Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Jeremiah  (1:4-5, 17-19 1. Corinthians  (12:13-13:13) Luke  (4:21-30) 

Mission not impossible 

Yesterday we held a half day of open reflection and discussion for the 

Parochial Church Council. The parish should be mindful and grateful to 

those who give their time to serve on the PCC and I’m particularly grateful 
to those who able to offer their thoughts and time.  Usually our council 

meetings, which happen perhaps every two to three months, last up to a 

couple of hours and we have a set agenda of business to get through on 

subjects from finance and buildings to diocesan policies, worship and the 

annual diary of events and activities.  You will recognise that now and 

again it is not just useful but vital in our personal and business lives to take 

a little longer to look up take stock, think and plan about the big issues and 

future. We do so in part by looking back to see what lessons from our 

history and traditions we may draw.  In the present it’s so easy to drown in 
the firefighting of daily weekly survival and need and yet without ignoring 

the pressing needs of the day we also have to have an eye beyond.  

What is our purpose as a parish? Where do we wish to be in a year or five 

years time? How can we better fulfil our calling both as individuals but as a 

community together – the church in this part of God’s world.  Jesus 
addresses the biggest and most eternal of issues but usually does so using 

every day images, examples and action.  Think of the prodigal son, the 

widow’s mite, the woman caught in adultery, the good Samaritan – all at 

the heart of St.Luke’s recollection of how Jesus seeks to fulfil his mission 
and bring folk closer to God and each other.  

So yesterday we largely thought about mission, growth and using our 

assets as a church community in support of this. We tried to resist the 

temptation to run into flights of fancy but keep it real in the every day 

achievable situations and settings of our time.  

Whilst it wasn’t a decision making day it will help to form our decisions in 

the months and years ahead.  The reason I share this with you is that the 

ingredients of our thoughts and words were not so far away from the 

thoughts and words behind our readings of today and indeed quite a 

number of our recent scriptures if we care to engage with them. How so?  



The big picture of the Old Testament is a people set apart by God. The 

Hebrews are the first to understand there can only be one God – if God 

exists at all and their experience is that he most definitely does and 

enables a fragile fallen often fractured little community of faith to do great 

things.  But it is another strand through the Old Testament that this little 

community of faith is not to exist and do for its own sake of the world.  

In the words of the Prophet Jeremiah from today  

‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you came to 
birth I consecrated you; I have appointed you as prophet to the 

nations. ‘So now brace yourself for action. 

Note that word nations – it means all the whole world not just the little 

religious world the hearers of Jeremiah had increasingly inhabited.    

On Wednesday we will celebrate the wonderful feast of Candlemas – when 

Jesus is presented in the temple by his parents with thanksgiving as a tiny 

child.  The devout old Jewish man Simeon sees something others do not 

he takes him in his arms and utters that most beautiful song which we call 

the Nunc Dimittis.  A short but powerful little song he will end it by saying of 

Jesus “a light to lighten the nations and the glory of thy people Israel”   

Jesus comes to fulfil Israel’s purpose of reconciling the world to God – this 

is Israel’s glory and calling.  It is a selfless calling which is fully revealed by 
the selflessness of Christ on the cross and vindicated by His resurrection.  

I’m sure that in different times in your lives you will have glimmered the 
truth of that calling by finding your truest self when serving first not self, but 

another or others, and often in ordinary everyday ways as Jesus so often 

points to.  

So far so good – but sometimes it can be a sharp lesson.  It can be so no 

less for us than Jesus’s fellow Jews.  Mark well in today’s gospel how 
Jesus goes from Hero to Zero.  As he reads from Isaiah and tells them how 

the proclamation of freedom is being fulfilled in their very midst – they are 

filled with awe and astonishment.  “and he won the approval of all”  He is a 
hero! 

But then Jesus seems to know that they will want him to perform wonders 

for himself and perhaps them too.  This won’t do.  In seeking to get them to 

look forward Jesus takes them back, as sometimes we must do too.  He 



takes them back into the Old Testament history of Israel and the great 

prophets of Elijah and Elisha.  They do great things but he draws them to 

the help of a widow who was not Jewish and the healing of a leper 

(Naaman) who commanded the army of their enemies.  It’s a sharp dagger 
to the heart of the self-centredness of his audience indeed - no wonder 

they wanted to throw him off a cliff. He is now Zero in their eyes.  

In our PCC discussions we recognized that mission is vital and begins with 

a desire; our culture, our prayer and inner thought. Jesus loved those 

people in the synagogue deeply he wanted them to grow in their faith and 

be one with God and each other but he also wanted them to recognise it 

was not possible unless they looked beyond the walls of the synagogue 

and themselves to the wider community and world.   

If we need a further reminder of how this is not just a quaint historic 

recitation of Jesus upsetting the synagogue but a modern question for us 

we need only look at our second reading. St.Paul’s most eloquent letter on 

love is often, understandably, used for a wedding service. Love is patient, 

love is kind etc. but the context of Paul’s letter is to a quite divided and 

disputing church in a very cosmopolitan and naughty city which needed 

Christ’s message of love.  Quite a sharp prod to the Church of our day too 

you might say.  

In a moment I’m going to lead us in a prayer for mission and growth. It is 
not an alternative to maintaining the best of our traditions and life but it is a 

call to remind us of our true vocation like that of Israel to be a light for all 

peoples.  It begins of course with the heart and this leads into planning and 

then as Jeremiah said to the people “bracing for action.”  But as St. Luke 

will remind us time and again – know that it’s often the smallest of actions 

that can have the greatest of meanings and effect if rooted in love.  

Let us pray 

God of mission who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy 

Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions joy to our 

worship and power to our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in 

spiritual commitment to you, and in service to our community, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


