
Sermon Yr C Epiphany 3 third Sunday in Ordinary. 

Nehemiah8:2-6, 8-10, 1 Corinthians 12:12-30, Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21. 

Freedom and unity 

I was reflecting with a largely housebound couple only yesterday that if 

there was a fire in our homes we’d help each other out of the house as 
quickly as possible and able but we probably wouldn’t leave without our 

smart phones either.  For many it holds the means to communication with 

the world family friends and society.  We have more ways of 

communicating than ever snapface, kikkergram, twitternet, old fashioned 

email, letter (how old fashioned but still a treat to receive), the telephone 

and a real voice or perhaps even skype and face time if we’ve had time to 
get our face and dress sorted.  Each method has its merits and draw backs 

we show and hide different aspects of ourselves.  

In a sense Jesus is God’s real face time with us not mediated but in words, 

touch, being and doing – and nothing is hidden.  It’s worth remembering 

that Jesus writes nothing except in the sand.  Yet he is the Logos (word) 

made flesh.  Today in our Gospel we have Jesus taking the holy scriptures 

in the synagogue and making them real not by reading but being – the 

Gospel story is the Story of God communicating in real presence, flesh and 

blood not virtual second hand and distant.  

Our relationship with the scriptures is vital to our relationship with this real 

presence.  We do not or should not save the smart phone from the fire 

because of its cost but because of the value of what it holds for our lives.  

It’s not so different with the scriptures.  In the light and power of the Holy 
Spirit we worship the living God, the Word. We don’t worship a book. Yet 

the scriptures “contain all things necessary to salvation” as it says in our 
articles of faith. Yet we need to be careful with that word “contain”.  St. 
John reminds us at the end of his gospel that Jesus did so many things if 

all was written the world could not contain the books” No doubt for us he 

would add the largest hard drive or greatest server.  

The scribes and communicators of biblical times were more limited in their 

choice of communication. Parchment of the kind Jesus held in his hand, 

was expensive rare and not unlimited like space on your laptop.  What 

words to choose what events to convey what is most important?  I have 



related to you before the experience of loved ones of sub mariners having 

the restriction of sending just 40 words a month.  Much time would be spent 

choosing those precious words.  

The beginning is always important. We have two beginnings to ponder 

today Paul’s letter to the Corinthians and Lukes gospel.  Paul begins “ to all 
who are called to be saints “ Luke to most excellent Theophilus.  We are all 
called to be saints and that wonderful name Theophilus (lover of God) we 

are all called to love God.  These carefully chosen words should resonate 

with us as much as their first hearers.  

We are in the week of prayer for Christian unity in culminates on Tuesday, 

no not with the mothers union annual meeting but with the Conversion of 

St.Paul on the 25th. We will have a mass at noon not just for the Mothers 

union but for all, all called to be saints and lovers of God even if all cannot 

join us.  

The cry of Jesus making present and real the prophecy of Isaiah  as he 

reads the words on the parchment is for liberty, freedom to all held captive.  

Jesus does this by healing division and unifying heaven and earth.  The 

world is groaning and so many are held captive by so much. Division is at 

the heart.  Christian unity is an aspiration yes but with the purpose of 

furthering Christ’s mission for the world.  “I pray that they may be one as I 
am one with you.”  Christ’s body and message is less effective at 
communicating God’s desire when it itself is divided.  

This evening at 1830 at West Leigh Baptist church there will be a service of 

prayer for Christian Unity. I will go and represent us there will not be many 

physically present I suspect but we can use prayer and other means of 

communicating our understanding and desire to fulfil Gods will. A practical 

suggestion. Between now and Tuesday to ring, text, message, write 

whatever to someone you know of a different church background and wish 

them well.  

As Christians our common faith is not about words or any other means of 

communication it is about being and doing.  Proclaiming the year of the 

Lords favour is about both.  As Christians, saints and theophili, we are 

called to a faith which both cares intensely for the world and freedom from 

all that makes people less than human.  As Christians we are also called to 

have an eye set upon the world beyond this world.  



The first calling is an immediate test for Christianity. The world will hear 

better the more we care for the hungry, lonely and unloved and the more 

we challenge the rude the bullies haughty and selfish.  Such concern 

shows our love for the God we have not seen by our love for brothers and 

sisters we can see.  

Our second calling brings hope and meaning to the first. As we serve we 

are all the while to lay hold of something beyond, an eternal life which gives 

perspective to all the limitations of this life and world.   

Jesus wrote in the sand which lasted for a moment, but gave his whole life 

on the cross which lasts for ever.  Let our prayer be that Lord’s sacrifice 
may scribe in our lives and all the baptised that freedom which the world 

cannot give that we may better together to proclaim the same in all our 

being and doing.  Amen. 

 


