
Baptism of our Lord 2022 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11, Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7, Like 3:15-16, 21-22. 

 

There have been some stark articles in the national papers recently. 350 

churches at risk of closure in the next 5 years, 400 churches closed in the 

last decade. We are also seeing evidence that the type of church planting 

so in vogue within the Church of England, the taking over of “failing 
churches” by “successful” ones appears to have greater success in sucking 
the life blood out of other churches rather than adding to the total number 

of Christians in the land.  But no doubt it will continue and also eat up many 

tens of millions of grant money from the central church in so doing. 

Ordinary parishes that seek to be faithful to God and their communities in 

preaching the word and offering the sacraments may have reason to be 

frustrated but also hopeful and resilient.   

Neither shepherds not wise men were organised centrally to worship the 

Christ child nor did Paul follow a corporate mission action plan on his 

journeys around the Roman empire.  The grounds of hope still lay in the 

fact that half the land identify as Christian, and that “no religion” doesn’t 
equate to atheism but no adherence.  The percentage of folk who regularly 

practice their faith is tiny compared to the number who still express an 

interest, openness or general affinity. Many of the recent commentators on 

church closures want their churches to thrive and remain open even if they 

don’t have much faith themselves.  I’m sure this would have not been a 

wholly alien concept to Paul as it preached to the Athenians at the 

areopagus about making known the unknown in Christ.  

Moving from sympathy, appreciation and affinity with the Christian faith to a 

practising commitment is not easy – our whole modern society militates 

against enthusiasm for any institution except perhaps a football club.  

However our society depends on institutions however imperfect, 

parliament, monarchy, the police, armed forces, church, NHS, scouting 

movement the list is long and none can be beyond reform and change.  

Like a first aid box most people most of the time just want them to be there 

and able to use them when they need them but being part of the heart of 

them is a very different question.  



For practising Christians within the church as we move into the year from 

Christmas it is right that we should return to our theme of mission this year, 

and I would remind you that at the heart of our stewardship document is a 

short expression of our parish mission.  The summary is “to be a faithful 
beating heart of prayer, worship and practical care within a diverse body of 

human life and activity”.  It concludes with an invitation to be part of the 

heart today.  

Being part of the heart begins for most with Baptism. Today we remember 

that it was something our Lord submitted himself to – even though he did 

not need it – such was his humility.  Whatever fancy ideas to any church 

decline as part of our society – the creating of more Christians through 

baptism and the encouragement of the baptised to be more committed is at 

the heart of matters.  It is not an other worldly churchy call it is a call to be 

at the heart of society itself.  It follows on from the Christmas message of 

God loving and involving himself wholly in the world through the birth of 

Christ.  

Now we haven’t had a lot of baptisms this last two pandemic years and I 

wonder as we emerge whether numbers will pick up again. The challenge 

will be the same as pre-pandemic how to encourage folk as well as setting 

before them the challenge of the Christian life.  Getting the baby done is 

still a phrase used and it sounds rather like a vaccination a desire to protect 

from the world rather than a call to fully engage with it.  

This engagement and immersion in the world is writ large in our theme 

today in the Baptism of Christ himself.  His baptism is the beginning of His 

ministry, time to go out into the world.  The Holy Spirit is described as 

descending like a dove.  We will soon hear those words on the lips of Jesus 

in the next Chapter of Luke, chapter 4.  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 

because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.”  It is a time 
to, in the words of Isaiah, go out and shout.  Shout about what? – none 

other than the kindness, love and compassion of God for humanity as it is 

put in our second reading from Titus.  

It is no less so in our baptism – it far from being intended as an inoculation 

from the world.  Through baptism we share in Christ’s life, death and 
resurrection.  What happens to Jesus, happens to us.  “Going into the 

church” is a dreadful phrase really – not least because it tends to be used 



for clergy when all are called to minister.  Its better put by going into the 

world through the church the body of Christ, and doing so not in our 

strength and alone but his and together.  

I do hope you would read afresh our parish vision and refresh your own 

baptism in this coming year in the light of Christ’s which marks the 
beginning of his ministry in the world, for the world.  As we do so let us 

dwell and feed in his strength and delight in our common friendship through 

Him.    

 


