
Christmas 2 sermon 

Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2, 8-12, Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18, John 1:1-18 

“Before the world was made God chose us in Christ” 

Those words of St.Paul to the Church at Ephesus nearly two thousand 

years ago are either completely ridiculous or profoundly moving, humbling 

and encouraging. How could he know God’s mind before anything was 
made?  We generally look into times past through the eyes of historians, 

archaeologists, palaeontologists and such like.  Paul looks back and 

forward at the same time by means of his own very present encounter with 

the risen Jesus of Nazareth. He has spent much of his life and time 

disproving and persecuting Jesus’s followers.  But all time broke into Paul’s 

time just as it does ours, if and when we encounter Christ.   

Eternity and our present time and how we use it was a theme of my sermon 

at Midnight mass.  In case you missed it – prompted by our banner I was 

reflecting on bells including those that mark time. In summary, I called the 

birth of Jesus: the eternal bell of heaven ringing in earthly time.  Just a 

momentary ring in our life, by His love and grace, is enough to hear and be 

glad for ever.  

Many people will have spent their time working this Christmas and I’m sure 
that you will know many yourselves.  Not just clergy but of course! but 

health and care workers, emergency service personnel and TV and radio 

operators – the list will be long.  But Christmas Day was a special day of 

work for The National Aeronautics and Space Administration,  better known 

as NASA – the American space agency. They launched an amazing new 

telescope. The James Webb Space Telescope.  

You may have seen pictures on the telly of its giant sun shield like an 

overgrown garden umbrella.  Its cold side will be -223C and the hot side will 

be plus 110C.  Quite a parasol – I think 5 layers.  It needs to be very cold to 

observe the faintest of heat and light signals from deep space.  

Among its principle goals are searching for remnants of light from the very 

first stars and galaxies that formed in the Universe after the Big Bang and 

understanding the formation of stars, planetary systems and the origins of 

life.   

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universe
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Bang


Apparently, these goals may be accomplished more effectively by 
observing in near-infrared light which we can’t see rather than light in the 
part of the spectrum we can see.   For this reason, the new telescope’s 
instruments will not measure visible or ultraviolet light like the existing 
Hubble Telescope, but will focus on infrared astronomy.  It will be looking 
too for habitable planets (the wags might ask whether it will be in time as 
we make this one less habitable) 
 
We might think the World of NASA and the world of Ephesus in the bible 

seem light years apart.  I think its worth another look. 

St.Paul spent a lot of time in Ephesus – a beautiful Greco-Roman city on 

the what is now the Turkish coast – well it was on the coast in Paul’s day 

it’s a few miles inland now because of the silting up of the river and it’s just 
an historical site no longer a glorious vibrant working city.  It contained one 

of the seven wonders of the world in the temple to Artemis or Diana the 

great female God.  I’ve been lucky to visit a couple of couple of times on 

breaks from visiting Turkey with the Navy.  It still commands awe and 

wonder but imagination is needed too amongst the remnants to picture its 

majesty.  Perhaps not so very different from the imagination needed to 

convert a flicker of light into knowledge of the earliest times of the universe.  

This once great city, mentioned 20 times in the new testament, was a key 

part of Paul’s missionary journeys and he stayed there for two years at one 
point – it was equivalent to London Singapore or New York in our time – a 

melting pot of people, faith and culture.  Paul’s preaching of the one true 

God threatened the multi-god temple industry so much the silversmiths 

rioted at the threat to their income from idols. However it helped hone and 

focus Pauls desire to share the light of Christ with all people regardless of 

their backgrounds.  

Interestingly by tradition it was the latter home of St.John the Apostle and 

author of our truly Cosmic gospel today – the same Gospel as we always 

read on Christmas Day.  

It of course also takes us back to the beginning and speaks of a light that 

was even before all time.  

In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with God and the 

Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infrared_astronomy


things came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. All 

that came to be had life in him and that life was the light of men, a 

light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not 

overpower. 

I find it exhilarating that at the very beginning of the bible in the book of 
Genesis (which means beginning), light is the very first thing that is not 
created but allowed to be – let there be light.  It is the word above all others 
that describes the Christmas message of God as word made flesh in Christ 
the light of the world.  
 

The symbol ascribed to St.John is of course the Eagle. A creature that has 
eyes like telescopes that see the tiniest details and flies higher than all 
others to see the biggest picture. The imperial eagle of scripture was 
thought to be able to look into the sun itself.  It is easy to see why the 
Gospel of the beloved disciple closest to Jesus is so ascribed such a 
symbol.  
 
NASA’s new telescope will be seeking the smallest of detail, flicker of light 
in our time to reveal cosmic wonder before all time.  Embracing the word 
made flesh, the light of the world in Christ is not so very different.  The 
cosmic glory of God is to be found in the detail and all time may be found in 
a moment’s time.  (The good thief on the cross, the tears of Peter, the 
centurion at the foot of the cross, the thankful leper – the list of gospel 
moments is long for us in the moments of Jesus’s earthly life).  
 
The feast of Christmas belongs to the whole of creation and all time for it is 
not about how where and when things started but why and just how much 
the creator loves what he has created. He is born into it to show us full 
humanity and full divinity – our beginning and end, our past present and 
future.  Not seen by infrared light but the light of faith; it is indeed moving, 
humbling and encouraging.  
 
 


