
Sermon third before Advent (32nd in ord Year B) 

1 Kings 17:10-16, Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark 12:38-44 

Seeing priceless gift 

A month or so ago we started our stewardship year. I hope that you are 

familiar with this little booklet now its aims and objectives.  It’s not a 

finished product but a working guide. What it isn’t just about is money.  
Money – what have, what we offer and how we use it is but an outcome, a 

fruit of our faith; our relationship with God, each other, the church, 

community and world.   

The very first paragraph sets the scene: God of the universe whose loving 
hand is behind all and sees that all he has made is good, makes himself 
known to us in the local near and particular. This rooted particularity is 
behind our understanding of the incarnation. God is born into our lives 
through Christ, not a distant and unknown God but rooted.  We find 
meaning in being rooted, rooted in families, places and ordinary lives.   
 
Money is not mentioned until page 4 and the only cost spoken of is the cost 
of God’s love for us in Christ as shown on the cross.  
 
The beautiful first lesson from Kings is not about bread and water it is about 
culture and attitude.  The poor woman’s generosity is prompted by God to 
offer a little scone to Elijah and the result was that her jar of meal and jug of 
oil would not be emptied. I suspect some of you like myself will have found 
yourself in situations where folk who seem to have very very little offer food 
and hospitality that is truly humbling and whose effect lasts way beyond the 
memory of lavish feasts and fine dining.  
 
(recollection of boxing day at the lepers colony in Ghana) 
 
Today’s Gospel is the widow’s might it has passed into the lexicon of 
common language as the picture of generosity.  As the use, misuse and 
distribution of the world’s resources is at the heart of so much of today’s 
great challenges (not least climate change) we see how modern Jesus’s 
challenging eye and word is.  
 
We have individually and collectively have witnessed many deaths this last 
month or so we have this last week prayed at All Souls for our beloved 



faithful departed.  We have heard those familiar words many times and will 
hear them afresh many more in the weeks to come.   
 

“We brought nothing into this world and we take nothing out.” 
 
I reflected at All Souls night on the beautiful and succinct words of our 
Queen imbued with faith and hope. At 95 she clearly reflected on her 
mortality and on the passing of her Husband and yet of the pride and hope 
in future generations to do what is right – effectively to see that all God 
makes is good and to treat it not as possession but as cherished gift.  
 
More overtly still, I have spoken to some of you before of those haunting 
and hopeful words of another holy monarch – Louis IX of France.  He 
always signed his name Louis Poissy not Louis Rex or Louis IX.  “Why so” 
he was asked. His reply speaks gently and sharply to all of us:  “because at 
the great cathedral of Rheims I was given the riches and splendour of this 
passing earthly crown but at the little church of Poissy I was baptised and 
given all that is mine for ever – my heavenly place.” 
 
If we think, really think about what we have, there is nothing, in the words 
of St.Paul, that we have not received.  Talent, life, health, time. These 
things and much else by so called accident of birth or generosity from 
others who themselves have received. Of course we work and use them 
but everything is gift.  Nothing in this life is possession for ever.   
 
In our Gospel, Jesus observes that the scribes remember and regard 
themselves first.  No doubt Jesus exaggerates in that rabbinic way to make 
a point – like any wealthy and ruling class there would have been good less 
good and bad.  But the widow has just two small coins and forgets herself, 
forgets her own poverty for the sake of others for even those two coins are 
not hers.  She would undoubtedly have been oblivious that her spiritual 
riches exceeded all the scribes – but the eye of Jesus does not miss such.    
 
Jesus of course is not just observing a real and moving scene, he is 
observing his own vocation.  In Jesus God who has made everything good 
out of love gives again sacrificially holding nothing back. He puts everything 
into the real temple that we are called to be one with. 
 
Most of us are not to draw from Jesus’s observation that we are to empty 
our bank accounts and give everything away, but we are all called to give 



daily thanks for gift not possession and allow his grace to guide us first in 
mind and then in action.  In so doing we may invest in the Lord with what 
ever he has given us for we have nothing that does not come from him.  
We have greater debt too, for he has paid for our eternal life with His flesh 
and blood.  This is to be honoured not by lives of gloomy shackled 
obligation or flashy shows of philanthrophy but thankful lives of hopeful 
love.  Such lives flow from seeing Godly gift rather than earthly possession.  
Right thought, prayer and deed will follow from such a way of seeing.  
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