
Sermon Feast of Christ the King  

Daniel 7:13-14, Revelation 1.5-8, John 18.33-37. 

Generally speaking Kings and Queens aren’t what they used to be.  Those 

of you old enough to have enjoyed Blackadder and his encounters with 

Elizabeth 1 will remember the fickle use of the phrase “off with his head” 
which had more to do with Lewis Caroll than serious Tudor history.  

Nevertheless ruthless and absolute power at least until the next revolt was, 

in years gone by the image of Kings and indeed queens.  The bible is full of 

Kings and Queens some are viewed more favourably than others. King 

David is the archetype of Kingly grace – flawed but open to God’s grace.  

Herod somewhat less so. And of course foreign kings are used by God to 

assist the people of Israel in finding their home and vocation – not least 

Cyrus the great Persian emperor whose tolerant rule included the 

rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem.  But of course the ultimate ruler in 

the background always of Jesus’s time and often the persecutor was 

Caesar.  It would be three centuries until Constantine recognised what 

Jesus had expressed at his trial that he had no authority except it was 

given and exercised under the authority of God and the values of his 

kingdom.  

Today is the last Sunday of the church year – it is called Christ the King.  

We think as the prayer book puts it of the King of Kings and Lords of Lords 

whose dominion is over all and yet we can never do so without gazing deep 

into the eyes of the one who gives up ultimate power and empties himself 

taking the form of servant and becomes as St.Paul puts it obedient to death 

– even death on a cross.  It is the absolute antithesis of any picture of 

earthly power.  As Jesus says “mine is a kingdom not of this world”  

He calls us and bears witness to truth; to Gods kingdom and Gods values: 

his love, his mercy, his authority, which cannot be overthrown, or destroyed 

like a royal dynasty or grand palace.  We have an image today of what is 

eternal and it is also to be our inheritance by faith.  

Jesus did not say my kingdom is not in this world, he said my kingdom is 

not of (or better still from) this world.  The source of his authority is not 

earthly but heavenly it is of God not the fickleness of men and women.  



The encounter between Pilate and Jesus is at one level laughable – Jesus 

cannot be a king in the eyes of Pilate – poor, no armies, few if any followers 

left – he must be deluded!  Perhaps Pilate thought this reinforced by his 

answer – my kingdom is not of or from this world.   

It was perhaps easy for Pilate to dismiss Jesus’s claim as other worldly and 

of no importance – our own world can do the same.  This is a grave error.  

His claim is not to an “other worldly” kingdom which has nothing to do with 

the present world.  Jesus has taught his disciples to pray for the coming of 

the kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven”.  

Jesus comes into the world to be light, truth, love, mercy and the means of 

grace to abide for ever in the Kingdom of God. All rulers of our time 

whether despotic or democratic would do well to see and digest the divine 

humility at the heart of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. It is anything 

but other worldly but may bring change to the here and now hope in 

eternity. 

On Thursday we have dear Arthur Haynes funeral and as we end the 

church year we of course start a new one in hope, with patience and with 

loving fortitude – qualities Arthur showed in his life.  As one year ends and 

another begins with Advent we are pointed of course to Christmas.  In like 

manner as often happens in the gospel of John the present moment is 

shown in all its eternal meaning.  At this moment nearing the end of Jesus’s 
earthly life as Jesus speaks of truth to power we are sent back to the 

beginning which points to our true purpose and end.   

An unusual choice of gospel for a funeral, will be heard Thursday. We will 

hear the words of Christmas Day from St.John – the very first chapter.  

He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But 

to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 

the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

God in Christ the King, humbles himself and shares our home, our realm, 

that we might desire to share his and be fellow heirs of his kingdom.  In this 



there is power to change the world but not by earthly might and power but 

the truth of divine pityand love shown on the cross.  
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