
Sermon Trinity 15. Year B 2021 

Isaiah 35:4-7, James 2:1-5, Mark 7 31-37 

Open to hear and open to life 

Health is often front and foremost in our minds; it has been even more so 

this last 18 months.  Support for the National Health Service and those who 

work within it has rarely been stronger or more evident as displayed by 

banners rainbows and claps on the street.  Of course drill down and it is not 

an uncritical support – long before covid, waiting lists for treatments were 

rising and for some it seemed that only complaint and the action akin to the 

nagging widow was the only way to get beyond the front desk bureaucracy 

and many are rather tired of receiving appointments to make an 

appointment for a telephone consultation while elsewhere others in the 

same boat seem to be dealt with in person and as a real person.  Our 

attitude to health is firmly in the category of a right.  If we are honest our 

responsibilities to mitigate the ever growing pressure of preventable 

disease are running well behind our desires to eat, live and behave 

however we please regardless of health impact.  

The Jury is still out as to whether the whole covid pandemic was a 

preventable disease cause by human action and inaction but we are 

grateful for the speed of development of vaccines – it’s like a miracle.  Yes 

the wonders of modern medicine seem like miracles even sometimes to 

those who practice them.  Yet still when it is not enough, and a loved one 

remains gravely ill, who here would not yearn for a miracle that is beyond 

science and beyond understanding.  

What is our attitude to real miracles?  Well first perhaps we might ask what 

was the attitude in Jesus’s day.  The attitude towards Doctors was not so 
lofty often held in low regard and esteem hardy surprising you might think 

as the tools at their disposal were little better than guess work and what 

seems to us bizarre theories.  Wonder workers performed magical theatre 

with fanfare incantations and spells galore.  They sometimes seemed to 

work and certainly drew the crowds.  Our attitudes knowledge and choices 

are very different as is the knowledge and attitude of Jesus. 

There are many healing miracles in the gospels.  There are 13 in Matthew 

mark and luke and another 6 exorcisms which we might interpet (rightly or 



wrongly) as mental health.  There are another 3 in the Gospel of John. 

Sometimes the healing and the exorcism are linked as we would link 

physical and mental health.  There are three quick points to make about 

Jesus and miracles. Firstly they are a by-product of his ministry and 

presence, secondly they require faith of those involved (remember in the 

previous chapter how it was said Jesus did little in Nazareth because of 

their lack of faith) and thirdly there is no fanfare – quite the opposite 

especially in Mark – it is restrained and given in secret for the person. 

Of course it never is kept to the person and whilst the act of healing is for 

the person its meaning is much deeper and wider – neither is it a forever 

act for the person themselves – something else will come along but it gives 

them a new chance and new life.  the real meaning is that the kingdom of 

God is at hand for the healed, for the bystanders, for the nation and for the 

whole world.  The healing is not an end in itself.  

The link with the Old testament is key  We have Isaiah again today saying 

that one of the signs of the kingdom include the ears of the deaf being 

unsealed and the dumb singing for joy.  We will recall Jesus opening the 

scoll of Isaiah in the synagogue in Luke chapter 4 saying  “today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing “ 

But do we really hear and do we speak Gods truth?  In todays gospel the 

tongue of the man is described as being tied in knots – we use the phrase 

do we not?  The tongue is fettered rendered useless  We may ask what 

holds us back, ties our tongues and fetters us from embracing the Kingdom 

of God and its values and telling of the same.  

This miracle of the deaf and dumb man speaking is sandwiched between 

the feeding of the 5000 and 4000 in mark – they are not healing miracles 

but they are about God in Christ satisfying so many with seemingly so little.  

As this miracle ends we are told the onlookers were astonished/amazed 

and use the phrase “he has done all things well” 

Jesus is different it is not about himself like the wonder workers, it is about 

the fulfilment of Gods promises.  At the beginning of Creation the words 

used are “he saw all that he made and it was good”.  Goodness and love 
flow from God for he is love and God is good.  As the Sun is incapable of 

emitting darkness but only light. God can only show love and goodness.  



This is what the people see in Jesus – they see God.  Such light and love 

challenges the ways of the world with the ways of the Kingdom of God.  

Being made in Gods image is a wonderful and beautiful thing for humanity 

to behold but we have to remember always we are not God and that image 

is constantly marred by sin and choosing, in the words of the Old 

Testament, the way of death rather than life.  the remedy is at hand. Jesus 

offers not a boring conventional religion like a pill or inoculation but a 

healing for self and world with very little except faith and love.  If our ears or 

the world’s ears are too closed the problem is with us rather than the 

message of life.  

As we engage with the great issues of our day: of climate change, personal 

and collective disorder, health and happiness it is a message needed all 

the more – but it will only be heeded with open ears and a change of heart 

else for in such lie the cause of our pain. Relieving mere symptoms is not 

the way of Christ and way of eternal life.  


