
Sermon Harvest Festival 2021 

Joel 2:21-27, 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Mathew 6:25-33 

“Do not worry” – you’ve got to be kidding?! 

The other day I was driving late back from a trip I had to make into the 

country – it was very late perhaps a bit before midnight.  Some truck lights 

seemed to be coming towards me in the dark at a strange direction. The 

truck didn’t seem to be on the road I knew!  It was revealed of course as I 

got closer as a combine harvester pursued by a trailer like a giant robin 

following a manic gardener in their digging, hoovering up the spoils of the 

land.  No doubt the farmer-drivers would be working all day and all night.  I 

suspect as in the military there are “drivers hours” to be complied with but 
the waivers come thick and fast in the midst of war and no doubt at harvest 

too.   

There’s a heck of a lot to worry about.  Getting the timing right according to 

sun and rains, labour issues, world prices and viability of produce, 

machinery breakdown and much else.  The extraordinary weather patterns 

we have seen this last few years are cause for serious short and long term 

worry.  In the time of Jesus the worries would be even more pressing,  

feudal systems, occupying armies and lack of welfare state meant life could 

be fickle short, fragile and brutal.  

So how dare Jesus tell these people not to worry?!  Of course it is a type of 

rabbinic exaggeration.  Jesus knows, God knows, that we rightly worry 

about things that matter – but and it is a big but – we also worry about 

many things that don’t.  Jesus’s plea for us not to worry comes after his 
teaching about not to be focussed on money but God – put God first and 

those things that really need attending will be clear and God will provide the 

strength and insight to do so.  How sad it is when people avoid practice of 

their faith because they have too many problems and worries.  It’s the very 
time that we need to practice our faith and share the burden. One of the 

traditional aspects of harvest in the midst of the things that could go wrong 

was that it was and still is a big team effort the solo harvest and solo 

burdens are hard indeed.  

Harvest is a time or should be that connects us with the earth, the world 

and others – we realise our interdependency.  This is the first big challenge 



for all nations in dealing with climate change – it is the recognition that self 

interest as Jesus tells us picking up on deep themes from old testament, is 

the way of death not life.  the constant call in the old testament to leave 

something in the field for the birds, the stranger, the animals is not about a 

self righteousness like feeling you’ve done your bit by recycling yoghurt pot, 
but realising that we are truly dependent one on another.  

This of course is best prompted by the realisation we are absolutely 

dependent on God first.  It won’t stop our worrying about things but it just 

might change what and who we worry about and what we do about.  

Like a good farmer getting out there and trying to do something goes hand 

in hand with knowing we are not in complete control.  Recognising 

providence is not the same as letting the world pass by without a care.  

God cares so much he gives himself in Christ on the cross and we receive 

him in bread and wine.  By putting God first we recognise that he shares 

our worries and cares that really matters even more than we do.  What 

better prayer could we have at harvest than the prayer of general 

thanksgiving from the Book of Common Prayer that puts everything in its 

right order.  

ALMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do 

give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-

kindness to us and to all men; We bless thee for our creation, 

preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine 

inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be 

unfeignedly thankful, and that we shew forth thy praise, not only with our 

lips, but in our lives; by giving up ourselves to thy service, and by walking 

before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be all honour and 

glory, world without end. Amen. 

May it be your thanksgiving whatever your worries this Harvest time.  
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