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St Margaret of Antioch Leigh on Sea 

Sermon given by Revd. Canon Mike Power, Mission, and Stewardship 
advisor for the Episcopal area of Bradwell  

Sunday 29 August 2021 

“This people honours me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me” 

As we begin to emerge out of lockdown and begin to establish a “new normal” 
perhaps now is as good I time as any, to ask ourselves this question.  

What is church really about? 

Well of course church is a place that we come to, these days both physically 
and virtually, to be nourished by God. It’s a place we come to, to get to know 
Jesus better, and we do that through prayer and we do that through the 
reading of scriptures and through the sacraments. 

As we get to know Jesus better and as we build that relationship with Him we 
are bit by bit transformed into his likeness so that we might go out into the 
world to make disciples and so that we might join God in establishing his 
kingdom here on earth. Something we pray for every time we recite the Lord’s 
prayer. It is this relationship with Jesus that shapes, that defines, that 
determines, and characterises all our other relationships, all other aspects of 
our lives. Who we are, what we say, and what we do. 

Discipleship: learning to be and live like Jesus, is ultimately what our life is all 
about. It is our calling, it’s our vocation!  

So often however we live fragmented and compartmentalised lives. We have a 
work life, a school life, family and home life, and a church life. This 
fragmentation allows us to place each of those different aspects of our life as 
the priority, depending on where we are, who we are with, and what we are 
doing.  

But if we choose to live the way Jesus asks, things need to be different and 
there are costs to be paid and their sacrifices to be made.  

We don’t often talk about the demands and sacrifices required by the Christian 
path and perhaps too often we turn Christianity into a set of beliefs divorced 
completely from the way we live our lives. The shocking fact is that the life of 
being a disciple cannot be bought but it will cost everything you have.  No one, 
no cost, no thing is to take precedence or interfere with our relationship with 
him. Nothing is more important because it is our relationship with Jesus that 
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shapes, defines, determines and characterises all our other relationships, all 
other aspects of our lives; who we are, what we say and what we do. 

If we chose to live the way Jesus asks, there are costs to be paid and there 
sacrifices to be made. We shouldn’t be surprised at this, we know that’s true 
for other parts of our lives. We sacrifice years of study for an education. We 
sacrifice long hours and weekends for our work. We sacrifice time, money, and 
other opportunities to make sure our children get what they need. We know 
how to make sacrifices and we know what it means to pay the cost. We do it 
because these things are important to us. They are priorities for us.  

There’s nothing wrong with any of those things. They are good and important 
aspects of our lives but we cannot avoid the obvious question to which this 
leads.  

What costs are we willing to pay and what sacrifices are we willing to make to 
be true disciples of Jesus Christ? 

The answer will be different for each of us, but I am sure each answer will 
involve reordering some of our priorities. Because we need to accept that our 
learning to be like Jesus is not just another priority, one among many; it is to 
be the priority and it has consequences for our relationships, our time, our 
work, our energy, our effort and for our money  

No part of our life is left untouched.  

If we want to know what our priority is, what drives, and directs our life, we 
need only look at the choices we make, what we choose to say and do, and 
the ways in which we spend our time, our money, and our energy. What do 
those choices say about us? Do they really reflect discipleship? Do they reflect 
our desire to learn to be like Jesus?  

What new choices might more closely align our life with our Saviour? Being a 
true Disciple of Christ requires commitment and commitment by its very nature 
requires sacrifice and that can be hard, but this is something we need to take 
seriously. There is a great deal more to being a follower of Jesus Christ than 
just turning up at church on a Sunday Morning or watching the service on-line. 
We need to do more than just honour God with our lips we also need to 
honour him with our actions. 

And so let’s all ask ourselves this question:  

What one thing could I do to demonstrate and to really live out my commitment 
to follow Jesus? What can I do to reorder my life to make Jesus Christ my 
Priority?  
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Are we willing to give sacrificially to allow our churches to do more than just 
pay the bills but to really flourish so that the good news of Jesus Christ and all 
that that means can be a true reality in our community and in the wider world?  

We are living through uncertain times. The world desperately needs to hear 
that message of hope which is found on the cross and at the empty tomb. But 
the church is struggling financially. This diocese is faced with the possibility of 
cutting a further significant number of clergy posts if giving doesn’t 
substantially increase. This is not the time for the Church to retreat! We need 
to be stepping forward boldly and confidently showing the world that tomorrow 
can be different. 

So please just pause for a moment and prayerfully ask yourselves 

Am I giving enough? 

We need to remind ourselves that the money we give to our church is not just 
a simple commercial transaction. It is not about paying for goods provided, 
neither is it the equivalent of throwing coins into a busker’s hat as it is passed 
round the audience, as sign of recognition for a good performance or because 
we think that the vicar is fulfilling our personal expectations of what we think 
church should look like. Instead, it is a fundamental part of what it means to be 
a disciple of Jesus Christ and an integral part of our worship.  

So please if you haven’t done so already sign up and join the regular giving 
scheme, preferably paying monthly, direct to the church bank account. It is the 
most efficient way to support the mission and ministry of this church and as 
Christians have done for 2000 years it enables this church to contribute to the 
proclamation of the gospel not just across this parish of St Margaret of Antioch 
but across this episcopal area of Bradwell and this diocese of Chelmsford. We 
need to give as generously as we can not just to support our church but to 
support communities less fortunate than ourselves. 

Paul when writing to the Corinthians in his second letter talks of the of the 
Macedonians which included the Thessalonians and Philippians who despite 
all the difficulties that they were facing exceeded his expectations in their 
generous giving in providing relief for the poor in Jerusalem.  

“We want you to know, brothers and sisters about the grace of God that 
has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; for during a severe 
ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For as I can testify, 
they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their 
means.” 
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I am sure we have all felt over this last year or eighteen months many of us 
have found ourselves facing a serve ordeal of adversity and perhaps despite 
this, or even perhaps because of it, there is a real need to find in our hearts a 
greater spirit of generosity. 

And here’s the interesting thing, the more we make Jesus a priority in our 
lives, the more we build our relationship with him, the more we truly 
experience what it means to be a disciple. our giving becomes less about 
sacrifice and more about being a natural and instinctive response to God’s 
love and his extraordinary generosity.  

However, I know that for some there is a real struggle in truly believing that 
God could love us that much and truly be that generous. But the truth of the 
matter is that he does love us that much and that he is that generous and that 
we are all stewards of that great abundance and so let us give generously, let 
us use that abundance for the betterment of his creation and for the building of 
his kingdom.  

As John Wesley put it:  

“None of these temporal things are yours: you are only stewards of them 
not proprietors: God is the proprietor of all; he lodges them in your hands 
for season but still they are his property.” 

 

Or those famous words from the 29th Chapter of the first book of Chronicles:  

“For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.” 

 

 


