
Sermon Assumption 2021 

Revelation 11:19, 12:1-6, 10, 1 Cor. 15:20-26, Luke 1:39-56. 

Some of you here may well wonder: What is the feast of the Assumption?  

Well as with many things in our faith it is different things to different 

denominations and indeed individuals.  In the Western Church dominated 

as it is by the Roman Catholic Church, the feast is the bodily assumption of 

Mary into Heaven.  The doctrine understands she did not die and her body 

did not see mortal decay as this would imply sin and since another doctrine 

holds that Mary is sinless (the immaculate conception) she could not die.  

Such an assumption echoes the ascent into heaven of Elijah and of course 

the ascension of Christ – though he of course did die precisely because he 

though without sin took upon himself the sin (separation) of the world from 

God.   

In the Eastern Church there is less desire to be prescriptive about the 

mechanism of how Mary gets into heaven – she is there, she is blessed by 

God and Christ himself in her earthly life – more of that later.  So in a sense 

we may chose mechanism or mystery but can rejoice that Mary is in 

Heaven by the grace of God at work in her and by the same grace where 

she is we may hope to follow.  

Choice is key. What is shared across the denominations and interpretations 

is that Mary’s choice to be obedient to God is key to the work of salvation in 

Christ.  We all have choices – she is known as the second eve because 

she chooses differently she is not beguiled by the world but has her eyes 

set upon God.  

So this is a great feast day for the communion of saints for Mary is the pre-

eminent pattern of openness to the grace of God in spite of the cost.  

We all have choices these are often expressed by what we say and what 

we do.  Mary says little and it might be argued does little.  If you compare 

the extraordinary speeches and missionary activities of Peter and Paul for 

example the life of Mary is quite different. They grapple with doubt, kick 

against the goad, get the wrong end of the stick to say the least and their 

characters change profoundly through their encounters with God in Christ 

Jesus.  



To say that Mary is different, for example being constant, unchanging and 

less complex,  is to make the mistake of painting her as a two dimensional 

figure of the scriptures and story of salvation –just a plain young girl who 

said yes to God and stayed in the background dutifully and faithfully.  This 

simply wont do. It is neither scriptural nor the recollection of the early 

church.  

Let us first consider what Mary says: there are essentially three occasions 

in the Gospels. Two in Luke and one in John.  In Luke we have the 

encounter with the archangel Gabriel – fear and confusion is overcome by 

an incredibly courageous yes.   “Be it unto me according to your word.”  In 
John the it is the wedding at Cana at which Jesus appears to rebuke his 

mother – she understands it is nothing of the sort “do whatever he tells you” 
she trusts in the father she trusts in the son.  

In today’s Gospel we have a lot more words but in a sense they are not the 

words just of Mary they are the words of the Spirit at work in her.  The 

Magnificat that she recites is pretty much the Song of Hannah in the Old 

testament.  You may remember it in the first Book of Samuel – the 

extraordinary song of Joy that flows from the mouth of Hannah who has 

waited so long for a child and has promised if given one that his life will be 

dedicated to God and the building of his kingdom.  Freedom and the right 

use of choice resonates through the song.  Liberation from tyranny: of evil 

of power of wealth, of status but with freedom and liberation comes choice 

and responsibility.   

These words are timeless and timely.  Choices are not always easy. Today 

as always is VJ day – but that victory is tinged with pain of the atomic 

bomb. On Tuesday we commemorate 7 men who made hard choices that 

probably seemed no choice. The plaques in the lady chapel.  

To the gallant crew who gave their lives for their country in air 

operations over the V weapon base at Peenemunde on August 17th 

1943 

Flying Officer C G Brunton 

Pilot Officer J D S Cable 

Sgt J J Corbett 
Sgt  T M Leonard 

Sgt  L F Howard 



Sgt M G McKibbon  

F/O   FRC    Tusey Captain of a Lancaster Air Craft,  Royal Air Force 

and for 12 years server in the sanctuary of this church     17th August 

19435 

To think we are not faced by such hard choices in this world in our own day 

is to be blind and deaf to the needs of the world.  Our choices may seem 

small fry.  But today we are not to think like that. 

Mary was small fry in the world but queen of heaven.  Mary’s choice is not 
spoken but enacted – she is there. Her presence is noted again and again 

in the gospels and in the Acts of the Apostles.  Note in today’s Gospel how 

she stays three months with Elizabeth.  There is a gentle humility respect 

and joy.  One is older and waited so long for a child the other is so very 

young and not expected at all.  They will both experience great pain after 

this joy but the joy will never be dimmed or extinguished.  For Mary she will 

lose her son for three days in Jerusalem only to find him in a different light 

as she will after his three days in the tomb.  In the intervening time she will 

have to endure much even remarks from her son that could be construed 

against her.  She may not always understand but she will always be there.   

One of the Key texts sometimes construed against Blessed  Mary is the 

seemingly onside heckler from the crowd “blessed is she whose breasts 
you sucked” NO says Jesus blessed is he who hears the word of God and 
keeps it.  This is the reason for Marys blessedness.  It is her relationship to 

God first and through him to her son the Word made flesh.   Now it is true 

that she doesn’t says much and she doesn’t do much for earthly eyes.  But 

her choices make all the difference.  And make her worthy of being called 

Mother of all followers of Jesus as he himself commands from the cross 

and his followers seem to take to heart with her presence on earth and then 

in heaven.   

The empathy, pathos, compassion, and identification of Mary with the most 

painful of human experience make not just for great art and imagination 

when we are finding it hard to keep going through life’s trials, it makes for 

real companionship.  Her prayers and presence were undoubtedly sort by 

the early church – because she had an effect.  This is why so many ask for 

her prayers now, and miracles do happen.  We cannot explain the 

mechanism even that be our western bent – we can only behold the 



mystery: the mystery of God’s patient enduring constant presence and love 
that is offered to us in Jesus and shown in the few words and choices of 

Mary.  

Perhaps our little choices – of praying, of worshipping, and of being 

alongside others may seem little in earthly eyes but they make all the 

difference in the building of the Kingdom.  We should ponder deeply on 

these seeming small choices this coming weeks and months and ask for 

the prayers of Mary that we may make the right choices in order to better 

follow her Son and “do whatever he tells you.” Not just for your own sake 

but for the sake of the whole Church and world. 

 


