
Trinity 7 (15th in ordinary) 

Amos 7:12-15, Ephesians 1:3-10, Mark 6:7-13. 

The Missionary Church – Identity beyond numbers. 

Each of our readings today has something to do with being chosen and 

sent.  We have Amos that most challenging of prophets, an extract from the 

beginning of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and an odd and unique little 

episode in Mark where the disciples are sent in pairs long before they have 

much understanding of what they are doing as is evidenced by their actions 

and reactions through the rest of Marks gospel.   

Amos is a prophet of the 8th Century BC and the essence of his prophecies 

are fairly simple. They are directed to Israel mostly and tell them to mend 

their ways or disaster will be brought upon them by their God in the form of 

military defeat.  Their sins are social injustice, denial of the rights of the poor 

and religious arrogance. With classic lines such as “woe to you rich and fat 
you’ve had your reward” its hardly surprising Amos is not welcomed with 
open arms.  But of course his words come into the bible because Israel is 

indeed defeated and exiled under Babylonian rule.  

The Letter to the Ephesians is later than many of Pauls letters.  It concerns 

itself with the structure and behaviour of the church.  Christ is the 

cornerstone and head - we the body.  It makes clear how Christians should 

behave one to another echoing Amos’s plea to the Israelites and also that 

God is all Creation and seeks to redeem the whole universe not just 

humanity and certainly not just the church.  This echoes Amos’s criticism of 
the arrogance of the Hebrews displayed to others. Being chosen and 

special does not mean better and more important.  

The Israelties and the church are servants of God’s love and plan not 
merely recipients and beneficiaries.  

The odd sending out of the disciples in pairs without provisions is not much 

of a guide for future evangelism in the church even if viewed as such by 

some.  The Great missionary journeys recorded in Acts are quite different, 

planned resourced and focussed.  This sending out doesn’t actually tell 
them what to do.  It does warn they won’t always be welcomed and it does 

say something about what happened.  It doesn’t seem to change their 



understanding of Jesus and they fall back into subordinate roles and seem 

to misunderstand the Gospel, it’s character and implications until after 

Jesus’s death and resurrection.  Perhaps this is why it is immediately 
followed in Mark by the martyrdom of John the Baptist – a man who does 

understand.  

In Amos Ephesians and supremely from the Gospels those called by God 

have a dual purpose that emanates from God’s love.  It is meant to be both 
at the heart of the character and behaviour of the body but also at the heart 

of its view, purpose and outlook to the World – as this too is central to who 

God is and the redeeming message of Christ.  

In brief for us how we behave and operate within and among ourselves is a 

vital side of the coin. The other side is equally vital if we are to be true to our 

calling – how we relate to the wider world and indeed universe. Amos’s rage 
at the Israelites was in part because religious arrogance – their self-

obsession to the exclusion of the world not to mention their indifference to 

the plight of those in need among their ranks. 

What relevance is this to us?  I think a great deal.  How we remain faithful 

as a congregation and relate openly to our parish and community is at the 

heart of what it is traditionally is to be the Church of England.   

The Church of England has a new mission plan. The Head Office code 

name is Myriad – Greek for 10000.  The plan is that a million new Christians 

will attend these 10000 new “churches.”   They will be lay led, avoid use of 

buildings meet in groups of up to 30 in people’s homes (who has living 

rooms of that size?!).  Head Office says existing parishes and buildings will 

be maintained – even if they are not supported in the same way as these 

new initiatives by the Church Commissioners.  This is call a mixed ecology 

but its worth quoting some of the thinking (Canon John McGinley explains ): 

“Lay-led churches release the church from key limiting factors. When you don’t need a 
building and a stipend and long, costly college-based training for every leader of the 
church … then we can release new people to lead and new churches to form. It also 
releases the discipleship of people. In church planting, there are no passengers.” 

So it appears we are held back by limiting factors and passengers!.  



We have been blessed in the Church of England with some truly wonderful 

archbishops of whom Amos would have been proud.  William Temple was 

one who in the heart of the Second World War preached and worked for 

social justice in the form of the welfare state and spiritual growth for the 

church and for the nation.  He said that the Church was the only society that 

existed as much for the sake of its non-members.  This is classic Church of 

England our mission is not just about numbers in the pew it is about 

faithfulness to the Word and sacraments, faithfulness to the pastoral care of 

people in and out of the pew, faithfulness to witnessing to Gods love both in 

how we behave and operate within the body but equally how seek to honour 

the last words of the mass – go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Jesus 

and the apostles preached in synagogues – limiting factors in Myriad speak, 

Jesus spent years nurturing the lives of the apostles – taken out of their 

work and formed to be leaders not limiting factors. Jesus cared for the poor, 

the sick and the outcast – he didn’t see them as limiting factors or as a 
means of increasing numbers.  Sometimes folk need to be passengers and 

helped.  They need to be fed by word and sacrament.  

When the disciples return from their short time away in pairs they had 

achieved some things but this is not lauded by Jesus as success.  

Experience certainly. A third of the Gospel is the account of Christ’s 
passion. Herein lies the pattern of redemption for the church and the world.  

I don’t wish to sound like Amos but I fear we are facing a crisis most grave.  
We are called to serve God and serve the nation in which we are set.  We 

are called to be holy in order to help the world be holy not for our own sakes 

alone.  Of course we must work for the mission and growth of the church.  

However it cannot be at the expense of authenticity.  

We know in life that the way to make true friends is be truly yourself, and 

having confidence in what you are – even if you may be a little strange and 

different. It’s when you stop obsessing about attracting others that you 
become more attractive to them.  It is so with the life of the Church.   

Not everyone will get it – the disciples were warned some households and 

towns would not welcome them – shake the dust off and move on.  As a 

parish all we can do is be faithful without being self-righteous or arrogant.  



Hear the words of Amos, Paul, William Temple and Jesus who makes himself 

fully known in his passion, death and resurrection that we may be fully and 

truly ourselves.    
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