
Sermon Trinity 5 

Ezekiel 2:2-5, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, Mark 6:1-6 

A prophet hath no honour in his own land. 

It is one of the many phrases that has passed from 

the bible as proverb into our own common language 

and lexicon. Today we have the gospel from which 

it comes and hear it is Jesus who himself offers this 

aphorism.  He is in Nazareth surrounded by a large 

and complex family we have spoken of earlier this 

year, he is known as Jesus of Nazareth.  In this little 

account by Mark of Jesus rejection by his “home 
team” the whole passion crucifixion and resurrection 

narrative is set up.  Jesus son of God can it seems, 

do little because of their lack of faith.   We see again 

in Mark the connection between healing and faith.  

This rejection by his own is a clear pointer to his 

fate in Jerusalem and a theme echoed in the great 

prologue of St.John – he came to his own and his 

own knew him not and received him not.  But those 

who come to know him and receive him have new 

healing life and are called children of God. 

It is not the end for those who reject Jesus and 

seem to have little faith.  One of the key characters 

mentioned in this little account of rejection is his 

brother – cousin – James; who will become the 

great apostle and guardian of the Jerusalem church.  

Throughout Christian history the story of the 

proclamation of the kingdom and the salvation of 

the world – in short the mission of the Church has 

often been entrusted to outsiders foreigners who 

have moved on.  Augustine the Italian in this land, 

St.Patrick the Welshman or Englishman to the Irish,  

St.Boniface, the Devon lad, to the Germans, the list 

is endless.  It is said no saints would retain their 

halos if their families and home friends were 



interrogated at any length…not him or her, I knew 
them as child, as a young woman or man etc. 

Perhaps in our own thoughts and prayers we 

sometimes wish we were there with the historic 

Jesus to know him first hand as it were, in the flesh, 

to bare first hand witness to his words and deeds 

and be fulfilled in our faith.  We need to remind 

ourselves of two things.  Firstly, the Christ of the 

scriptures, the Christ in the sacraments we receive 

and focus of our prayers offered is not second best 

– a sort of cousin several times removed.  The 

Christ we encounter is the real and only one as we 

remind ourselves at Easter he is the same 

yesterday today and tomorrow.  Wistful longing 

for time travel will not give us a more authentic 

Jesus.  Secondly, we have an advantage as James 

later did in Jerusalem that he did not have or see at 

Nazareth.  The advantage is the possibility of a 

deeper faith and conviction than seeing and hearing 

in the flesh may have afforded.   

It is put thus by St.Simeon who himself was rejected 

in his home city of Constantinople and whose truth 

was only heard in exile.   He wrote of this advantage 

afforded us.  “ then he appeared to 
uncomprehending Jews as a man of lowly station, 

now he is proclaimed to us as true God. Then in his 

body he associated with tax collectors and sinners 

and ate with them, now he is seated at the right 

hand of God and is neither separated from God the 

Father or us.” 

The human Jesus was thought mortal and 

corruptible like the rest of us and he was no 

different in appearance, appetite, thirst, feeling 

tiredness and much else.  He did everything we do 

except sin.  Even in the flesh he was neither 



separated from God the father or us – but few saw it 

and none understood.  Simon Peter was an 

exception.  But Jesus told him it was not flesh and 

blood that revealed this but “my father in heaven.” 
But this inward sight does not prevent Peter from 

then rejecting him until he sees him again in spirit 

not in flesh.   Mary his mother does not understand 

but mark her words – at the wedding feast at cana –
when the servants don’t know where the extra wine 
is to come from ..”do whatever he tells you” – no 

one in the scriptures follows this instruction without 

question except his mother that is why she is 

blessed above all others.  The Apostles like James 

and Peter will do so but not until Jesus is no longer 

physically present. 

So yes perhaps we have a great advantage indeed.  

It should makes us open and humble to the 

presence of God in our midst.  It should change our 

pattern of being family, community and church.  The 

fulfilment of the Kingdom and Jewish prophecies 

was denied by those who knew Jesus in the flesh.  

However this rejection itself is part of the prophecy 

of the Old testament for the herald of the messiah:  

the Cornerstone would be a stumbling block for 

Israel. ( Isaiah 8.14).   

The world that we occupy is not so far from Jesus’s 
own and rejection of the one who proclaims the 

kingdom and salvation of the world is alive and well.  

We quite enjoy knocking folk off their pedestals, 

sometimes deservedly so, as we might say recent 

events in Westminster remind us, but sometimes 

perhaps we need to be aware of our motive and 

reject rejection and negativity for its own sake – it 

can seep in and take root in small parochial ways.   



As the church the family of Christ we must be 

attentive not to reject and belittle the signs and acts 

of the Kingdom especially when they are close to 

home.  God at work in the flesh and blood of 

ordinary folk we can see.  Let us use that advantage 

that Christ is neither separated from us or God and 

have faith enough that he may still do wonderful 

things in folk we thought we knew once knew well – 

not least ourselves.   
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