
Pentecost Sunday 2021 

Acts 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12. , John 20.19-23 

Fresh Breath 

Avoiding the breath of strangers and even loved ones outside our bubble 

has been the mark of the last year or so.  Facemasks and distance have 

been the order of the day and continue.  Ye the breath of God is at the 

heart of Today – breathing in not that which makes us ill but which brings 

us new health and life. Pentecost as you know is the No.3 of feasts and yet 

like the third child is some families gets a little forgotten perhaps.  As we 

have perhaps hitherto taken for granted the air that we breathe.  But Easter 

and Christmas would not be celebrated without Pentecost – they are 

remembered and offered to the world only in the light and power of 

Pentecost.  Ruach – the breath of God is at the heart of what is received 

and offered to us and by us.  

It is of course just 10 days since Ascension which marks that point at which 

the church turns out and into the world.  Christ returns to the realm but 

remains with us in a new and universal way.  The full sweetness of the 

earth is Christ’s humanity from which we all fall short.  The full sweetness 

of heaven is Christ’s divinity which his spirit is now the means for us to 
better reflect his humanity and attain to our own place in heaven.  It is for 

our profit that Christ’s human nature is taken up into heaven that is the 

glory of the Ascension and now at Pentecost we take comfort that His spirit 

comes down from heaven.   

Of course the Holy Spirit is much in action before Pentecost – throughout 

the Old Testament, at the annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary and to 

the Disciples who receive the Holy Spirit to do the real work they are called 

to do – to be Christ in the world.  Before Pentecost the voice is unheard 

now there is resonance and power.  The doors will no longer be closed 

they will be open.  

Living and learning the principles of Pentecost the coming weeks is 

sometimes called ordinary times a phrase that many of you know I feel 

doesn’t do service to the green time of growth and action.  It is a time that 

should have clear marks and these will take on new meaning as we try to 

recover ourselves after the pandemic or rather in a new stage of the 



pandemic.  These marks are largely twofold: the missionary nature of the 

church and the economy or nature and form of the church.  

1. Missionary. The Church is to be missionary.  In John what is given is 

not so much the Holy Spirit or divine person himself but the power the 

energy of He is the source.  It is done so with the same purpose of 

Christ for God is one – to equip and enable the reconciling work of 

Christ to continue and be fulfilled. Pentecost is the fulfilment too of 

the prophecies – not least John the Baptist who sees that Jesus will 

baptise his disciples not with water but the Holy Spirit – the means to 

follow the way truth and life. A spirit filled church is missionary and a 

church that is not outward looking and acting, is not missionary and is 

not spiritual.  

2. Economy. A word that comes from household and management.  The 

economy of the church is to reflect the economy of God.  So the 

church is to reflect the nature of God and how God is within himself 

and with His creation.  the farewell discourses we have reflected 

upon this last few weeks show love at the heart of both. The work of 

the whole church and all members of the body of Christ is derived 

from the priestly work of Christ. In a nutshell there is no solitary 

activity even if we may feel at times it is so.  We should reflect on 

St.Paul’ image of one body with many parts and how the orders of the 

church can only be understood in relation to Christ the head.  

Now you might think that some of this language is a bit distant, 

theological and preachy.  The Acts of the Apostles which I often as you 

know refer to as the Acts of the Holy Spirit is more nitty gritty in its telling 

of the early history of the church but key for us how the mission and 

nature of the church are intertwined and flow from the gifts of the Spirit.  

Ordinary people do extraordinary things in the power of the spirit and 

they bring all their gifts – their resources to this end.  Resources; 

material things and people are organised and directed to the mission of 

the church.   

They recognised that both people and things flowed from God belonged 

to God and were to serve his purposes which was the proclamation of 

the kingdom through prayer worship and action. In pastoral care and 

proclamation of truth.  



This is a very present challenge for us.  Our people and our resources 

have taken a real battering not just from the pandemic but over the last 

decade or more for various reasons.  The answer is not just “we must try 

harder” but lies in allowing the Holy Spirit to do His work in us and renew 

us in thanksgiving which is what the word Eucharist of course means.  

Nothing belongs to us but all is on trust from God and for a purpose – do 

we use our gifts, our talents and yes money to honour that?  The 

church’s mission cannot grow without such a mindset.  And the coming 

months we will be thinking and prayerfully acting upon this stewardship 

challenge; to reflect the Acts of the Apostles we read it will breathing in 

afresh thanksgiving.  

At that first Pentecost they were gathered in one room – it is a reference 

of course to the upper room and those early disciples doing what Christ 

had commanded them to do and what we are about to do – sharing his 

presence in bread and wine.  All their actions and lives will begin and 

find focus and fulfilment in this sacrificial presence of and remembrance 

of Christ.  God has given everything in himself – this is their common 

language – this is ours too.  

This day is a reminder that in our life of faith – to be fruitful we are to 

remove the masks and allow the HS to breathe in us, to be under the 

influence of the Holy Spirit as Paul puts it. The gifts of the Spirits are the 

characteristics of God shown fully in Christ – these gifts of goodness 

kindness and charity become our hallmarks too as we breath in and 

drink in the spirit and delight in the variety of Gods good gifts to us.  Our 

life of mission and nature depends upon such breath.  
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