
Sermon Easter 3 Year B. 

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19, 1 John 2.1-5, Luke 24:35-48 

For the love of God and the World – get on with it. 

Sometimes a funeral can be an awakening, focus, remembrance or jolt for 
many beyond the immediate family friends and associates.  In Romania 
Nicolae Ceausescu was the ghastly communist leader of Romania from 
1967 to his summary execution by the people in the revolution of 1989 
when they threw out communism and embraced a struggle for economic, 
social and religious freedom.  The country aside from small enclaves of 
Germanic Lutherans and Roman Catholics was and is almost wholly 
Christian Orthodox.  Yet churches, faith and freedom were obliterated and 
tourist signs would point only to cement factories and worthy communist 
sites.  His mother though had demanded an Orthodox Christian funeral and 
it was shown around the country and the people breathed hope for their 
futures, their country their faith and not just heavenly rest for a brave 
women.  I simplify of course. Holy mothers with trying and complicated lives 
mothers have had a huge impact in the life of the church – Mary of course 
but notably Helena mother of the Emperor Constantine, Monica mother of 
St.Augustine whose long suffering finally brought him to faith and 
sainthood.   
 
Yesterday many of us will have watched the funeral of Prince Philip Duke 
of Edinburgh and no doubt been moved and impressed by its simplicity 
dignity and beauty.  It was said that the fingerprints of Prince Philip were 
deep upon it – Personally I felt too the imprint of his mother Alice – the odd 
one out who walked in simple nun’s habit at the Queen’s coronation not 
crown and gown.  The Orthodox Contakian – the prayers for the dead - 
were the most obvious and no doubt His Royal Highness’s great age 
allowed him to reflect on beginnings and ends.  
 
However did we hear the message?  Not at all of course if you only saw the 
BBC and other news summaries for all faith elements were removed – not 
even Ceausescu iron and evil grip managed that with his mother’s funeral - 
such is the pernicious illiberal culture censorship that sadly pervades our 
land.     
 
However in the guts of the funeral - yes we gave thanks for his life, prayed 
for his soul and comfort for his nearest and dearest not least our Sovereign 



lady Queen Elizabeth– but in word (the readings psalms and music) it was 
actually as much about us, our country and the world – creation, the 
environment and our place.  How so? 
 
All sin and the woes of the world come when we place ourselves instead or 
above God.  By contrast the humility of mortal flesh in the face of 
extraordinary creation and loving creator was redolent in every word said or 
sung for those who had ears to hear.   We are today reminded that our faith 
whilst deeply personal is not to be private in spite of the fashion to relegate 
it to a pleasant pastime for those that feel the need. A relegation that is 
sadly practiced by too many in our own ranks fitting it in when convenient.   
 
We are in the midst of the Easter season and the foundation of our faith is 
the resurrection – to see this in a purely an individual way relegates our 
faith to a self-centred pastime.  Our readings today scream no no no ever 
more loudly.  And perhaps you could hear Philips voice saying it’s not 
about me it’s about all of us and the world we have been given to share.   
 
Sin (separation from Gods intent) is at the heart of it all.  Too often 
interpreted as a private matter or list of misdeeds that affects us and 
perhaps our immediate world, the letter of St.John states that the sacrifice 
of Christ takes away not only our own sins but the whole world.  It is quite a 
claim.   
 
In the Gospel for today we have the end of the gospel of Luke.  It confronts 
us with the profoundest question and a universal call as in John.  The 
question is what sort of body is the resurrected body of Jesus – physical or 
spiritual.  In the accounts Jesus seems to appear and disappear whether 
doors be locked or no.  It seems a little ghostly and spiritual and yet he 
tucks into hearty food and seems to have flesh and bones.  We want to 
know everything and certainly should search – but we are not God. 
 
In the funeral service laid out in the Book of Common Prayer the whole of 1  
Corinthians 15 is set out to remind us of this question of what sort of body 
is the risen body and and in so doing echos the futility of Job asking all 
those interminable questions of God.  
 
Let me quote from St.Paul in the language of the prayer book. (not all - it 
would take 4 or 5 minutes) 
 



14 if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain. 

But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body 
do they come? 

36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 

37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but 
bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: 

38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his 
own body………….[he goes on] 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; ……..  we shall all be changed,   

This is not just life after death, a happy hope for the wishful few, but a new 
and different life – God is God of body and spirit – the essence of Jesus 
Christ is that he is the embodiment of the Father – the essence of his life is 
the reconciliation of creation with the creator. The prayer that he gives us 
does not divide between the bodily and the spiritual the earthly and 
heavenly but asks that they may be brought together – thy kingdom come 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Daily bread and forgiveness of 
sin are at its very heart one is bodily the other deeply spiritual.   

The World is a deeply troubled and divided place yet also incredibly 
beautiful and wonderfully made as proclaimed in those readings of 
yesterday.  Daily bread and forgiveness, material things and things of the 
spirit are at the heart of so much that ails us from climate change, poverty, 
inequality, national, tribal and religious disputes.  Only the blind and bigoted 
see pure and clean hands on any side.  Is it any wonder then that 
repentance, forgiveness and reconciliation are not just for the individual but 
offer the way truth and life for the whole world.   This is the shout of our 
readings of today and this places a huge duty on the role of the Christian in 
society – in a sense to get their hands dirty without being blind to their own 
shortcomings.   

The call to preach the forgiveness of sins to all the nations closes a gospel 
where God in Christ gets his hands dirty, heals and loves the unloved, the 
outcast, and unclean.  There is the deepest humility and love at the Heart 
of God.   



As believers and witnesses to the resurrection we are called to dutifully 
embrace such humility and love.  Philip might have said “so get on with it” - 
such bluntness echos St. Paul concluding his resurrection life call to the 
whole world with: 

“58 Therefore, my beloved friends be stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord.” 
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