
The Baptism of Christ 2021 

Isaiah 42.1-4, 6-7, Acts 10:34-38. Mark 1.7-11 

Hearing and Being Good News 

This year in the life of the church is called year B. It focusses on the gospel 

of Mark. There are three years A, B and C. A belongs to Matthew, C to Luke 

and the fourth Gospel – John is then used liberally in the special seasons of 

all three years – Christmas Day and Holy Week being the highlights. So 

here we are in B.  Mark has some affinity with a news programme it is short 

and at time breathless like a Lion running for its prey and the Lion image is 

of course Marks image. It is short and focussed and the image of a news 

programme is not so far-fetched as he starts his gospel with “the beginning 
of the Gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ.” Let’s get going.   

Our own news has been breathless this last week and yet also repetitive 

whether it is the appalling statistics from the pandemic or the storming of the 

US capitol and centre of democracy by the mob on the pretext of protecting 

democracy.  It is understandable to want to be saved from it all.  We should 

delight in being saved from much of the news that assails us in our present 

age. Our current good news – at least to the first is the ever growing list of 

vaccines to the scourge of the pandemic.   

In the first sentence of Mark we have good news, Jesus – the one who 

saves and the Christ – the anointed messiah and son of God – you see - 

I’ve already used more words than he did - I need a news editor Mark does 

not. 

In the prophecy of Isaiah we have the Lord “delighting in his soul” and the 
source of his delight is a litany of righteousness of justice freedom and light 

to those who are enslaved and in darkness.  It is an agenda for individuals 

and nations – just as Peter addresses not just Cornelius but his whole 

household.  It is the hall-mark of the Messiah and saviour that Mark tells us 

about.  And it starts with Baptism of Jesus not because he needs it – but 

because we do.  We need to see the love of God in action. But seeing is not 

enough for Jesus in Mark – we need to join in – without delay – Immediately 

is one of Marks favourite words.  



In some church circles – the baptism of a young teenager or older adult can 

be deemed worthier because they have made choices that a young child 

cannot but it is a view that not only fails to understand grace and sacrament 

but also the divine beauty of doing something good for another. Yes there 

could be a danger seeing baptism almost as an inoculation, getting the baby 

done but in Mark’s gospel heaven is opened – and we are called to see 

what lies behind ordinary action and desire for the stuff of heaven is there.   

St.Paul tells us there are no favourites – no pecking order before God. 

Vaccination will be upon us all soon we hope and there is indeed pecking 

order and some in that pecking order will not have much choice in a human 

free will sense – but do not the mentality disabled the elderly whose 

decisions are made by powers of attorney or the very young deserve the 

best?  It is an interesting line of discussion about the drive for covid 

vaccinations that it is not just about the individual receiving it but also for the 

family and community in which they have their being.  It is not less so with 

my or your baptism.  

Baptism is not of course a one off event, convention or ritual to be done like 

a jab in the arm – it is a way of life. Sharing in the death and resurrection of 

Christ, becoming part of Christs body the church, being washed from sin 

and receiving new life, receiving the holy spirit, being born again and 

becoming a new creation – there is more about baptism in the New 

Testament than anything except the death and resurrection of Christ.  This 

litany may not feature in the way someone desires baptism for themselves 

or indeed for someone they care for it’s too indigestible. St Pauls talks 
wisely about offering milk for the young in faith – not theological truffles and 

pate.  

We all start somewhere and however we have started whether at an age of 

discernment of because someone just wanted the best for us – we should 

be thankful and not judging.  

Today’s feast of the Baptism of Christ is an opportunity to remember that 

even Christ’s earthly ministry had a beginning – in his baptism.  He hasn’t 
done much yet and still the voice echoes the delight we hear in Isaiah.  

“Thou art my beloved son and with thee I am well pleased” we are mostly in 



our middles and nearer our ends and we need to refresh those words in our 

ears.  

The words and action are addressed directly to Jesus and yet they are for 

the sake of others – this is no private rite of passage but the beginning of 

Jesus’s public ministry.  We know that it is not an inoculation against the evil 
and darkness of the world or a type of force field to protect Jesus from 

harm’s way.  It is a promise of a companionship through all of it even death 

that will never be broken. 

It should be clear for Christians to see the nature of their life of faith is not a 

private one without consequence for the household and community of which 

they are part.   

In the Gospel heaven is opened. This is not a galactic moment but a here 

and now moment. In the scriptures and the Christian life heaven is revealed 

not in the cosmic but in the ordinary seen in a different way and light. We 

have just celebrated the wise men kneeling not at the brilliant star but at the 

side of a little baby.  Seeing ordinary things differently is what Jesus tries to 

get us to do in all his parables and teaching.   

The love and delight that the lord has in Isaiah is the same love and delight 

that is revealed at Jesus’s baptism and it is the same love and delight that 
God has in you and me – even if we think we haven’t done anything to 
deserve, that we aren’t up to the task and we might feel – and that’s the 
point.  Unconditional love is always good news and has the capacity to 

generate more.   

May you be renewed in your baptism this coming week and throughout this 

new year.  May you know Good News, be good news in the world, and may 

God find his delight in you.  The really good news is that God already does 

– the question is how will we respond.  
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