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Today we heard about the presentation of Jesus in the temple. 
We are told that all firstborns must be dedicated to the Lord. If 
you’ve ever read through the Old Testament, you will be aware 
that the law of dedication goes all the way back to Exodus. This 
law was established as part of God’s direct dictation to Moses. In 
lots of small ways, such as this Jesus fulfils scripture. He doesn’t 
come to destroy, but to fulfil the law. 
 
Next, we learn of the devout and trusty servant of God, Simeon, 
who looks forward to the fulfilment of the law and the consolation 
of Israel. Simeon is aware that he will not die before he has seen 
the Messiah, Jesus. As soon as Jesus and Simeon meet Simeon 
utters the immortal words of worship of the Nunc Dimittis. This 
prayer has been included at some point in the evening worship 
since at least 1662. It is probably in the 1549 book of common 
prayer, but I didn’t have one of those to hand, that I could check. 
In the book of common prayer we use today, it is found in Evening 
Prayer but in more modern prayerbooks it is usually said at 
compline. What I am trying to say is that this prayer has been said 
all over the world, and has formed part of the structure of peoples 
lives, for hundreds of years. In my time at Cuddesdon I have said 
the Nunc Dimittis at least 90 times already!  
 
Simeon speaks of being able to rest in peace, in accordance with 
God’s promise, because he has finally seen the saviour of all 
peoples. He has finally met the light of the world who will glorify 
his people. 
 
Then there is Anna who never leaves the temple, who worships 
God 24/7, more than most monks do! When she meets Jesus she 
praises him and proclaims to all that he is the redeemer. 
Both these age’d prophets were deep in their faith community. 
Living within the love and care of the family of the temple. I think 
this says interesting things about what a family is. We are always 
hearing about who our neighbour is, turns out its everyone, 
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including people we may or may not like. But what is family? Who 
is our family?  
 
Family has always been more than a Married couple and 2.5 
children. There are families with 4 to 6 children and more, but 
there are also families with no children. There are families with 
one parent, two or four if the parents are separated. Some 
families have no parents, for one reason or another. But family is 
so much more than biological relationships. Love, the heart of a 
family, is binding regardless of biology. When I look out from here 
I don’t see a lot of un-related people, I see the family of the 
church. Like the temple cared for Simeon and Anna we at St. 
Margarets care for each other. From here I do not see a host of 
friends, I see a host of family members. Uncles, Aunts, 
Grandparents, all of whom have supported me throughout my 
years in this church. I know I belong here. I have always felt that. 
Obviously, I feel called to care for God’s family in other places, 
but I have belonged here all my life. 
 
Sometimes families don’t agree, I am sure in ancient Israel the 
temple family didn’t always agree. It is my understanding that 
reasoned debate is part of the rabbinic tradition. Families may not 
always agree with each other, sometimes families barely like each 
other but they are stuck together by love. Gods love is what keeps 
us together. 
 
I also want to talk a little about peoples roles within the family. If 
we think about the Holy family for a minute each person had a 
precise role within that family, like all of us, have specific roles 
within our families. 
 
Mary was called by God to give birth to his son, the saviour of the 
world. Her role was trusting in the Lord, being obedient to his call 
and raising Jesus. Joseph likewise was called to accept, and not 
set Mary aside. Joseph, like many step-parents today, was called 
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to love and raise a child to which he was not biologically related. 
This demonstrates what I have said before, that family is more 
than biology. Within the Holy family, Jesus is called to be the 
saviour of the world. He is called to be a ‘light to lighten the 
gentiles’ and the glory of Israel. Within the wider family of the 
Temple, there is the devout Simeon and Anna. Anna certainly 
seems to have a vocation of adoration, prayer and worship. 
Simeon has a similar vocation. Since Anna never left the temple 
she would rely on those who have a vocation of hospitality to give 
her sustenance. 
 
Within our church family, of Aunts, Mothers, Sisters, Uncles, 
Fathers, Brothers what are we called to do. How can we help our 
family? There is great service in leading worship, in preaching 
and serving up the front, it is essential for our church but is only 
the tip of the iceberg in terms of family. Particularly in this time of 
pandemic, our family must be united. Food parcels have been of 
massive help to those who cannot shop. Ringing someone a 
couple of times a week may lighten up their day. But if you cannot 
help practically your familial vocation might be to prayer. Perhaps 
at home, you can praise God like Anna, and pray for all those who 
need Gods help. Our family needs us, how can we help our 
family? 
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