
Advent 3 Sermon Year B 2020 (Guadete Sunday)  

Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11, Thessalonians 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28.  

Gaudete in Domino Semper (Rejoice in the Lord always) 

Well no doubt many of you are trying to sort out your Christmas hospitality 

arrangements according to what is allowed by the law and what is sensible even if 

permitted by the law.  Who’d have thought that in this land that the law would intrude 
into our Christmas guest list arrangements?  Perhaps for some it is a welcome relief to 

have legal cover for not inviting certain members of the family!  For others it is a trial 

and trauma.  I suspect few people would have joyfully welcomed John the Baptist to 

their Christmas lunch - the central figure of this third Sunday of Advent.  Awkward, 

unkempt, odd dress sense and a diet that you don’t find in a Fortnums hamper – 

unless duchy specials have turned their hand to locusts.  Not much Joy to be found 

around him. One of the hopes we might have of this Christmas is that the froth and 

trappings may not hide the real gift: the essence of God wanting to love the world back 

to order and wholeness in the Christ child.   

The prophets all tell us the Joy of freedom and life can only come after truth has been 

embraced.  In John we are confronted with truth and sometimes it hurts.  You – he 

says to Israel and the in crowd – are going the wrong way. Your way leads to slavery 

and death not freedom and life.  You need to turn round to repent, come to your sense 

come to the way of God.  Truth, can be costly as the Australians are finding out - 

incurring the wrath of the modern Babylon in the guise of the Chinese Communist 

party, by wanting a world enquiry into the source and cause of this pandemic.  

Reckless pursuit of national and trading bloc interests along with disregard for the 

world and the environment in a shrinking world are corporate sins of our age alongside 

all old individualist materialism beset us personally – albeit with new digital clothes.  

And of course the personal and corporate are not separate – each pound dollar and 

euro spent is a little choice between freedom and slavery, life and death.   

But Joy is to be had and John would certainly sing Joy to the world ….. Joy to the 

world, the Lord has come. Let earth receive her King. Let every heart prepare Him 

room.  I doubt if John would bear singing away in a manger….far too nice and 
sentimentalized for him.   

John is a hugely important figure for us, the last of the prophets and first of the saints is 

ascribed high import not only by Christ but by historians of the time.  Jesus 

undoubtedly followed his cousin and Jesus credits John a special place – in 

yesterday’s gospel in Matthew – he is greater than any human yet “even the least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he”  Their lives are intertwind as messenger and 

message not just human kinship but a spiritual one too.  Even the Jewish Historian 

Josephus understood the importance of John as a “first Step.”  John’s baptism with 



water is a baptism of repentance a stop, look, turn …. Yes but to what?  The 

atonement for sin requires more than a physical sign though it may indicate resolve for 

something new.  The power of the Spirit comes with Christ to change the heart and 

convert resolve into action through sacrificial love.   

We have been baptized not with water not just a physical sign but with the Spirit so 

what have we to learn from John – Jesus felt the need to dwell alongside him so 

maybe we should dwell a while too.  Let us consider Johns message within our 

baptismal life and how we are fed in that life.  

In our baptismal life John does I think offer three lessons: firstly the courage to be 

ourselves, to be true to who we are and our calling as John was.  He was hugely 

popular not because of his wit but because folk saw truth and authenticity. Secondly, 

he reminds us of the value of sowing and preparing even if we don’t see the results. 

Surely many have got downhearted this last year thinking what was the point of doing 

something; from opening a business to organizing a new ventures of mission or 

fellowship in the life of the church?  John says carry on if it’s right its right and it doesn’t 
matter if you don’t see the results.  Thirdly, John reminds of the importance of purpose, 

of knowing our purpose in life and sticking with it.  John’s purpose is to point to Jesus – 

he never loses sight of God and always looks away from self.   

Those three words Courage, Preparation and Purpose resonate too in how we are fed 

in our baptismal life: “holy communion” is food for that life.  

It is food for courage – for we feed on him whose courage never failed – our Lord 

Jesus Christ whose courage is fulfilled in selflessness and sacrifice for others – the 

antithesis of that corporate protectionism and personal individualism posited as key 

sins of our age.  It is food for preparation for as any gardener will tell you - preparing 

the ground or digging the hole for the right plant – doing the prep is hard work.  Without 

such food it is easy to tire and become downcast.  Thirdly it is food for purpose.  As the 

simple catechism puts it 1. Who made you? God made me. 2. Why did God make you? 

God made me to know him, love him and serve him in this world, and to be happy with 

him for ever in the next.  There is no better place to be than worship and no worship 

closer than the Eucharist.  Like John it always points us away from self and towards 

God that we may too may fulfil the law and the prophets.  We don’t make it up it is 
given and commanded from God through Christ himself. 

Courage, preparation and purpose – these clearly mark the life of John the Baptist – 

John would never have claimed credit for himself, his life was derived from God made 

for him and directed by him.  These same things will need to mark our lives in the 

coming weeks and months.   

These marks of John may mark us not by wearing camel hair and eating locusts but 

hearing the sentiment of John echoed by St.Paul in his letter to the Thessalonians.  



St.Paul says to us today:  “God has called you and he will not fail you.”  Knowing this is 
to live the baptismal life and coming here is to be fed in that life – to be renewed in 

courage, to be strengthened to prepare the way for others, and be refreshed in 

purpose.   

John preached to folk long steeped in the faith and knew a fresh first step was required 

each and every day for Joy to come. It takes us back to who is most important in our 

Christmas hospitality list.  To echo Guadete (Joy) Sunday we must sing Joy to the 

world with John and all the prophets ….. “Joy to the world, the Lord has come. Let 

earth receive her King. Let every heart prepare Him room.”   John may not be first on 

our list but our “first step” is knowing who was first on John’s list and acting likewise.    

 

 

 

 

 


