
Remembrance Address November 2020 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.  

Gospel of John Chapter 15 12-14. 

 

Levels of remembrance 

Giving up something for someone else is an act of love it might be small or 
big. The sacrifice of your life is the biggest act of love possible. God in 
Christ gives his life for us he loves us so much.  That is why the red of the 
poppy and the cross of Christ have come together for a hundred years in 
the way we remember in our culture.  Remembering to say thank you is 
important, but there has to be a follow up for the thanksgiving to be more 
than a ritual duty.  Remembering the past has to influence the present and 
the future if it’s to honour the dead and all those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice.   
 
I remember at the end of one particular campaign a marine asked me “Was 
the juice worth the squeeze padre?”  the juice being the benefit, the 
squeeze being the death and injury we’d witnessed. It’s a hard question 
especially of any war which is always a sign of human failure.  It takes us 
into the ethics of war, human sinfulness and the readiness of humans to 
grasp an easy dollar rather than lessons of history.  Only time, history and 
God himself can answer the question fully.  Time and history answer it on a 
different level to God.    
 
Of course there is the national and international level of security, self -
determination the right of peoples to be free.  We can all list many who are 
not in our own time such as Tibetans and Kurds in a national and cultural 
sense, Uighurs in a religious sense and many women, children and men 
who fall victim to differing types of modern slavery.  The list is long 
solutions are never easy.  However, as we move from the century of world 
war to a century of world impact whether it be the exporting of 
preventable disease across the globe through malice or negligence or the 
destruction of our climate we are all affected and feel the squeeze.  
Claiming these things to be “internal matters” won’t wash in such a small 
world.  



 
God who shows his love for us on the cross does not start with the great 
oppressions of his time and the lofty level of high politics.  Jesus Christ 
starts with the internal matter of each person, with the heart, for he knows 
that is the battleground for choosing the way of life or the way of death - a 
way that does not stop with our last breath. The sacrifice of one man on the 
cross shows not waste but amazing love that can change hearts, minds 
and thereby nations and history too.  When Jesus breathed his last it was a 
new beginning not an end.  The seemingly lowest level becomes the 
highest.  
 
Perhaps one of the opportunities of individual doorstep commemoration 
this year will be for that first step and heart change; an OK what will I give 
up for others and how will I do my part to prevent war and division in all its 
modern guises ?  
 
That is one way this remembrance may be not a sad time but time of hope, 
new life and beginning, it is after all why we have the last post and reveille. 
The last post is played at the end of day in a military camp time to rest and 
the reveille is joyful and played in the morning time to get up.  The reason 
we play it in our culture is that the Last post reminds us of the death of 
Christ and indeed those who have died in war BUT -it is a big BUT- the 
reveille will come and a new day and new life will come just as Jesus rises 
from the dead and you and I have a chance to make the most of a new day 
with new hope.   
 
It is a chance we owe to those we remember at this time and to whom we 
say thank you.  We also pray for their souls that they may rest in peace and 
rise in glory and for our own souls that we may honour them by using aright 
the time left to us and the God given opportunities of a new day. Through 
sacrifice God in Christ descends to our level. Beginning with the heart may 
we through Christ ascend to His.  
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