
Sermon Christ the King 2020 

Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17, Psalm 23, 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28, Matthew 25:31-46 

 

So here we are in this Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament where in this church our Lord 

Jesus Christ is reserved in the form of bread left over from our celebrations of the 

Eucharist. We do this for our devotions, our prayers and thanksgivings, but also chiefly 

to spiritually feed the sick, the housebound and lonely.  I, and Eucharistic ministers, 

come here and take the sacrament out to those people who are part of Christ’s church 
though they may never enter this building again in the way so many of us hope to do 

again soon.  So, we call it the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.   

Echoing the refrain of our Gospel parable “as long you did this to one of the least you 

did it to me” we see above this altar an image of Christ the King - a gift to the parish 

from the guild of St.Margaret.   

He is blessing the world, you and me.  He holds the Orb a symbol of the world topped 

with a cross - just as in the royal regalia of this land.  However unlike that regalia there 

is no sceptre in his right hand, no symbol of earthly power, and the world is not gripped 

but held up with an open and gentle hand.  There is a different type of power at work 

behind these symbols. It’s greater than anything that can grip our world – it is service 

and love.  It is a power we need to remind ourselves of again and again in these dark 

and difficult times.  

Below this image upon this altar we have a cross and candles - familiar from afar but 

look closely and you see astride the cross is Christ as priest and king.  He is not naked 

with a cross of thorns but dressed as a priest with the crown of a kingdom.  It is the 

vision behind our gospel parable and feast of this day.  

However, once again it is not a triumphal show of worldly might, rather a gentle offering 

of our eternal home and everything that cannot be destroyed by corruption or death.  

The wounds of the cross are still clear as in the Gospel appearances of the risen Lord 

after his death, but he wears the crown of everlasting life and his arms are still open, 

as a priest, to welcome and offer the same to all who come.  

This last Sunday of the church year is our hope and home - the kingdom we pray for 

daily. It is the culmination of this month of remembrance which began with All Saints, 

and continued with All Souls and Remembrance.  Our daily praying for the kingdom is 

not for ourselves alone.  How fitting it is that we have at the other end of this aisle our 

lovely remembrance chapel and book of names of all those we wish to greet in our 

heavenly home.   

What a glorious parable we have before us today but also a reality check for 

judgement too is set before us:  “as long you did this to one of the least you did it to 



me.”  How different the world would be if that phrase was marked leaned and inwardly 

digested by all and especially those wield sceptres of earthly power in this world with 

little regard for what is held so gently in Christ’s hand?   

It is a phrase that will mean little unless you know who the “me” is.  Knowing the “me” 

transforms everything.  What earthly use is God and faith in our world – we may be 

asked by the secular world.  Read this parable and learn who is the “me” we should 

reply.  Knowing whose image is borne by every human changes everything.  It is a 

quiet unobtrusive eternal power; it is the power of service of mercy and love. 

This glorious parable has been preceded by the parables of the talents, the foolish and 

wise bridesmaids and the wise and foolish servant.  They are all about watching and 

waiting but doing the right thing and being purposeful and faithful.  

What are we to make of it all?  The earliest Christians thought the world would end 

soon and they were wrong. But woven into the words of Jesus are not knowing the 

time or place and still getting on with it.  We cannot know our own end or that of the 

world and we shouldn’t alarm ourselves or others thinking we do.  However, not 

knowing should not lead us down the path of nonchalance, indolence and not caring 

but purposeful use of what we do have and what we do know (and together know 

better) – ourselves, our time, our gifts.  In this chapel we reserve the Eucharistic 

offering of Christ – himself.  Eucharist means thanksgiving – you know that.  What 

have we received to give thanks for?  Above all things the answer is loving mercy 

shown on the cross.  So likewise we are called to show loving mercy.   

This parable in Mathew comes just before our Lord’s final journey to the cross.  We 

have in it a clear vision of what sort of life finds a place in the kingdom – a life of mercy 

and charity.  “as long you did this to one of the least you did it to me” 

This command is not dependent on the world ending or indeed our own life drawing to 

a close, this commandment is for the eternal kingdom of God.  

How blessed we too to have such different holy scripture to guide us. As this Gospel of 

Matthew was drawing to a close another group of Christ’s disciples were reflecting on 
Jesus’s life passion resurrection and living presence among them.  In the Gospel of 

John there is no mention of end times just what is forever.  “I am the resurrection and 

the life” “I am the good shepherd” “ I am the way truth and life” .  There is no future “I 
will be” just I am - everything is in the present.   

How appropriate then it is to be here in this chapel to remember and make present this 

truth.  Here traditionally on Maundy Thursday before Good Friday and Easter, we 

come to watch and wait with Christ.  Maundy Thursday because of his mandate – do 

this.  Mandate – Maundy means command.  Of course the commands of Jesus do not 

flow from a sceptre of earthly power but flow from his wounded life and death.  Not only 

the command to take bread and wine to remember him and allow him to be part of our 



now but also the mandate to serve in the now.  Washing the disciples feet with the 

towel Jesus said “a new commandment I give you to love one another as I have loved 

you” .  The one we use to recall those words and make them present is here behind 

me.  

How blessed we are to have in this small space and moment in time wherein so much 

is brought together and such a reminder of a kingdom that occupies all space and all 

time.  A kingdom that we may call our home.  

“as long you did this to one of the least you did it to me” 
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