
All Saints Sermon 2020 

I cannot top last year’s sermon as it was given, you may remember, by the 

former Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey – albeit that I voiced his 

words since he died 32 years ago.  I am not going to repeat the recitation of 

his great sermon on this feast but call you to remember that the saints for 

all their foibles and differences were and are people who “have a strange 
nearness to God and make God real and near to other people.” There is a 
saint for every day, every season, every human endeavour, interest 

situation and personality type.  They are always people who bear the pain 

of the world and others with a heightened sensitivity and yet have an 

unearthly serenity that means they are not crushed by the world and its 

pain. They bring hope –the hope that is Christ himself.  

Now today, we remember all the saints – not just the big ones, the famous 

ones they have their own days, but all.  Most have no names like next 

week, when we remember the fallen in war – so many who did so much 

have no names on our lips, but names written in the heart of God for ever.  

It is even more so with the saints.  

Jesus says “everyone who acknowledges me before other people, I in my 
turn will acknowledge before my Father in heaven.” Everyone.  

Jesus before his passion and death, acknowledges before the crowds and 

before us the character of those he will acknowledge before God.  He does 

so in the beatitudes we have in our Gospel. How they move me?! – I hear 

the authentic voice of Jesus Christ. There is no parable of the kingdom 

here but a painting of kingdom character.  It is not the kingdom of God is 

like, but the dwellers in the kingdom are like.  To bear such character is to 

acknowledge Christ.  It is worth reading them slowly over the course of a 

week and using each one in a meditation.  Poverty, mourning, meekness, 

hunger, mercy, purity, peacemaking, persecution, it’s quite a list - a strange 

one in worldly eyes for being blessed.  You won’t see them in job 

applications or a checklist for a great CV.  What constitutes success in the 

world is blown away like chaff by the beatitudes.   Where we see waste 

Christ sees beauty and riches.  Where someone has immersed themselves 

in the world without being beguiled by it and drowning its claims.  

My eye was caught recently by the story of Carlo Acutis.  He was born in 
London before moving to Milan with his Italian parents as a child. He 



started to show signs of deep religious devotion in his early childhood. His 
father said from the age of three Carlo would ask to visit churches they 
passed in Milan and donate his pocket money to poor people in the city.  
He had other interests too.  He loved computers and gaming like many 
children, but he taught himself to “code” while still at primary school.  He 
used his skills to create websites for church organisations including one 
that listed miracles – he was fascinated by the power of prayer.  Being 
diagnosed with Leukemia didn’t put him off and he carried on with his life 
and work through his illness and treatments.  He died on 12 October 2006 
aged 15 and knowing he was dying he asked to be buried in Assisi as he 
admired Saint Francis of Assisi because of his dedication to helping the 
poor, and sought to replicate that in his life.  
 
The teenager was recently beatified by Pope Francis in Assisi after 
approving a miracle attributed to him: a seven-year-old boy from Brazil 
recovered from a rare pancreatic disorder after coming into contact with 
one of Acutis’s T-shirts. A priest had also invoked Carlo’s prayers on behalf 
of the child.  Carlo’s Mother said that she was certain her child was a saint 
when he was alive, not because he kept his bedroom clean but because 
she was convinced a woman was cured from cancer after her son sought 
the prayers of the Madonna of Pompeii.  
 
In his address, Pope Francis said the beatification of an Italian computer 
whiz-kid was a sign to young people that “true happiness comes from 
putting God first”.  He is the youngest contemporary person to be beatified. 
The Pope led applause for the newly beatified teenager and said “His 
testimony shows today’s young people that true happiness is found by 
putting God first and serving people, especially among the poorest in 
society.”  The World will say what a tragic loss and waste of a life – the 
beatitudes say no not a waste but a flourishing of life – real life of eternal 
value and measure.  
 
Note that word beatified – blessed – Carlo did not have them all I am 
sure, just to possess one or two and have a strange nearness to God and 
make God real and near to others in this life, and after, is enough in the 
eyes of our Lord.  He will, and does acknowledge them before God.  Carlos 
now has a name – today reminds us that many don’t but are no less 
blessed.   We are all called to be saints to aspire to the character of the 
beatitudes.  No doubt we will all have God given opportunities to be 
bearers of them this coming challenging time, opportunities to acknowledge 
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Christ, opportunities to bear the pain of the world and others with a 
heightened sensitivity and yet, whether we be 15 or 115, have an unearthly 
serenity that means we are not crushed by the world and its pain or 
beguiled by its pleasures and joys.  Such is the way of the saints and loving 
hope that is Christ himself. 
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