
Sermon First Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 63:16-17,64:1,3-8  1. Corinthians 1.3-9,  Mark 13:33-37. 

 

We are familiar with Advent as a time of waiting and preparation.  Usually 

for the world it is just the latter – a time of busy preparation for a very 

truncated feast time of Christmas.  Different times are forced on our world 

this year.  We cannot do all the normal busy things and there is impatient 

waiting not for the opening of presents but for the coming of a vaccine to 

release us from this limbo time and time of torment and frustration.   

As Christians our two way gazing and two way reflection and preparation 

has much to offer the world.  We firstly, prepare to give thanks for the first 

coming of God in Christ, light in darkness, – in humility obscurity and 

indeed suffering.  We secondly prepare for the coming of Christ that 

heralds the end – our end yes but the end of all things.  It is a shame that 

our gospel does not start at the previous verse when our Lord says “no-one 

knows the hour not even the angels” 

How we want to know everything – from when will the next bus arrive to 

when will we get a vaccine so We can “get back to normal” .  The bus often 
takes us back to where we started –  I wonder if the promised vaccines we 

must all welcome, will do the same? Or will life and priorities be changed?  

The contemplation of the end and indeed our own mortality has merit if in 

the right balance with the remembrance of our Lords birth into our world as 

it is and our lives as they are.  Too much worry about the end and the 

present – life itself passes us by.  No regard for the end and we drown in 

our daily doings.   

We have 2 scripture readings to help us get the balance right.   

Isaiah:  Addressed to the Hebrews in Babylonian exile – Jerusalem has 

been destroyed – they await not a vaccine for a better future but 

reconstruction of and restitution to their home.  It is a heartfelt plea and in it 

there is a big question – will they be worthy of getting back to their 

“normal”.   Self-examination is part of their heartfelt pleading.  

In Pauls letter to the Corinthians we have what might seem at first to be a 

nice “Christmas” letter full of greetings and blessings – very nice.  But then 



THUMP he lays into them for their divisions and conforming to worldly 

standard’s rather than God’s.  

Listening to some of the Scientists at the heart of developing vaccines I’m 
interested how the incredible busyness and doings is tempered with the 

waiting for results to see if something works – some processes cannot be 

accelerated.  In the meantime children can be attended to and music 

listened to and nature admired.  It is a season of waiting but that is not the 

same as not doing.  I like the English double meaning of the word which 

helps us seek a right balance.  We can wait for something and we can wait 

upon another.  One is about self and doing little the other is attentive to 

another’s needs – think of the good waiter in the restaurant – if you can 

remember! 

On the one hand it is good to allow pondering, pausing, delighting and yes 

passively being.  It allows the true self and our fears, delights, hopes and 

realities to distil and develop.  Proactively waiting on another requires a 

different mind-set.  We don’t want waiters in restaurants that constantly 
interfere but are there when we need them and are ready to provide what 

we want.   It is a proactive waiting that involves preparedness to fulfil ones 

calling and by attending to others.  

The scientific life seems to involve much waiting and I have said before that 

the military life certainly does.   It is often said that it is 90% Waiting and 

10% frenetic doing – of course it depends on the job.  Chefs and pay clerks 

might give a different picture – as would chaplains. However in the 90% 

there is much to do guarding, sleeping, preparation of kit, training and 

socialising (if you’re going to war with someone it better to know who they 
are – perhaps we might say if you’re going to spend eternity with folk it 
might be good to know them a bit). 

So we find ourselves this advent in a different world from recent years. The 

classic Christian conundrum is how do we do Advent authentically and not 

be crowded out by all the Christmas doing?  Difference is forced upon us 

this year.  

Many people will be forced to do a bit more waiting although some will not 

have time for the secular Christmas busyness as they will be too busy 

waiting on the needs of others not least in our hospitals and schools.  Time 

and use of time will certainly be changed for many of us.  Whatever our 



particular circumstances Advent can help us get the balance right – by 

allowing God to do the balancing.   

His first coming into our time and space to share our load and life is truly to 

be welcomed in a fresh and different way.   Some contemplation and 

reflection on the end of time and our own end, our mortality will change our 

living and our priorities.  It is of course what we do in the Eucharist each 

time we take bread and wine – we remember with thanks, we look forward 

with hope and we are fed for doing right in the now.  God waits on us and 

we are called to wait with him, and then on him, not least by waiting on 

(serving) others.   I pray that such balance of life might be our new normal 

– we don’t need to wait out a vaccine to let it be so.   
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