
Sermon Trinity 19 18th October 2020 

Isaiah 45:1,4-6, Thessalonians 1:1-5, Matthew 22:15-21 

The Currency of Faith. 

“Cash is King” it was one of the phrases used at the beginning of the Lockdown in 

March for businesses and indeed charities too, with resilience to the pandemic in mind.  

This of course meant that times would become hard, income squeezed and the 

servicing of debt thereby more difficult.  Whilst the sentiment is an easy one to 

understand the phrase is a bit of a misnomer – “Cash is not King.”  Signs abound for 

us to pay by card, by phone app or anything but cash.  It is of course not legal to refuse 

the queens currency and so we may still use it but the days of a cashless society have 

been brought a little nearer.  What will the numismatists of the future do?! Children of 

the future may ask “what’s a coin?”  as some now ask “what’s a tape recorder?”   

However money may make a comeback with negative interest rates apparently as 

people hoard their dosh in safes rather than pay the bank for the privilege of using their 

money.  Safe sales went up in Switzerland and Japan when they dabbled with negative 

rates – we shall see.   Life was in some ways simpler in Jesus’s day money in the form 
of coins was used to but things – simple – well not quite.   

Firstly, barter was still a big part of society and is also making a comeback in ours – I’ll 
swap a goat for a cart of wheat – or two your daughter!  Secondly, the coinage was not 

that straightforward either – it was not just a means of exchange for goods and service 

but deeply symbolic of power, dominion and religion especially tricky at the heart of 

Judaism.  The chosen people of God once set free by God are daily reminded that they 

were not free and hadn’t been for 500 years and now under the yoke of Roman rule… 

What would you feel if only dollars or roubles were accepted at Sainsburys?  Worse 

how would you feel as a Christian if you constantly had to use a coin that praised the 

ruling invader as a GOD?!  Augustus Tiberius son of the divine Augustus and High 

Priest is what is rattling in their pockets and purses.   

How obsequiously polite are the Pharisees and Herodians in their question – it is of 

course just a trap – the Pharisees oppose roman rule the Herodians are collaborators 

– the crowd probably resent the tax the rulers and much else besides!  Whatever 

Jesus says to the question “is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”   He will 

not only upset one party but open himself to arrest or rejection.  This is not a simple 

little episode to allow us to divide neatly between matters of church and state, earth 

and heaven, the sacred and secular – Jesus’s answer takes us much much deeper 

than our desire to neatly divide life up. 

Jesus’s answer is quite the most brilliant response. It calls us to honesty to self and 

sacrificial giving to God.  “Let me see the money you pay the tax with.”  This forces 
them to reveal that they have sullied hands that they are all in a sense collaborators 



with the enemies of true faith and love and obedience to the one true God.  Whether 

Pharisee, Herodian or regular bod in the Crowd caressing a coin in their pocket which 

says Augustus Tiberius Son of the Divine Augustus on one side and not emperor but 

high priest on the other – they would all feel ashamed.  Their shame evoked by Jesus’s 
request does not condemn him – but they may begin to judge themselves.  This fits 

with the one who calls for revolution in the heart not the street.  His constant preaching 

of the kingdom and its values points to the heart as the place for the primary and 

greater victory before any blaming or confrontation of a pagan regime or external force.  

That coin in the pocket must not rule the heart in any way.  

Jesus’s words are give – “give back to Ceasar what is Ceasar’s” – it sounds like just 

pay the tax.  It is and it’s much more – what does anyone deserve who sets 

themselves up as God – pity, contempt, damnation?  “ Thou shall have no other gods 

but me” where that is true a different type of kingdom emerges.  What will his hearers – 

the learned Pharisees hear behind his words?  

My soul doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
………………. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm : 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat : 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things : 
and the rich he hath sent empty away………………. 

 
They won’t hear it as Mary’s song but Hannah’s song whose priestly son Samuel was 
given back – rendered to God, that he would be the humble thorn in the side of Isreal’s 
earthly power and pride.  
 
Now they are confronted by Mary’s son Jesus – the son of the living God, the one who 
is before Samuel and Abraham was.  Hardly surprising that Matthew and Mark 
remember this episode above so many in their Gospels.  He is from God, and pays 
everything for us that we too may come back to the living and loving God.  
 
And so lastly he says “render to God what is God’s” – so what image are you stamped 
with? All humans, even emperors are made in the image of God.  Not a little bit like 
Tax. Tax is only a percentage even if a big one.  Our allegiance to God is not to be in 
part but total.  Followers of Jesus the way truth and life would come to see that God 
has not given a little but everything and so who are we to withhold anything in the light 
of that total love.  It is a love that shapes everything social political and religious – there 
are no divisions.  As the Lord says to Cyrus another king made and used by God 
“apart from me all is nothing”  
 



Jesus’s answer is more than a little sharp quick witted response to a slimey polite trick 
question, it directs us to see the heart of things beginning with ourselves and, to offer 
ourselves wholly God who is lord and king of all things. Such is the currency of our 
faith in Christ.  Amen.  
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