
Dedication Sunday Sermon –4th October 2020 

1. Kings. 8.22-30, Psalm 122, Hebrews 12.18-24, Matthew 21:12-16. 

 

Our Parish was founded on the first Sunday of Lent 1919, our patron saint day St. 
Margaret of Antioch is 20th July and the foundation stone of this building (now visible 
with the undergrowth removed) was laid 26th July 1930.  

Today, the first Sunday of October is given by the Church of England as the day to 
celebrate the dedication of a church where unknown or not elsewhere celebrated in the 
year.  You may ask what is the difference between a Patronal Festival and a 
Dedication Festival?  The former focuses on the Saint under whose patronage a place 
of worship is placed – we know our patron was because Canon King died on 
St.Margaret’s day and his son vowed to honour the founding of a new parish with that 
date in mind.   
 

Dedication Festival focusses on giving thanks for the place itself, those whose vision 
and faith provided the place we find the presence of God and giving thanks for those 
who maintain our “house of prayer.”  Doing this we should remember the truth of the 
incarnation : the word became flesh, becomes flesh – this means that although we 
worship a God who is transcendent, universal, omnipresent and all those other big 
words, we worship a God who is rooted and meets us in particular places and 
particular times.   
 

You might think that’s a bit dry so let’s have some action – cue our Gospel – Jesus 
rampaging through the temple with cords made into a whip thrashing the money 
changers out of God’s house. Artists love it, children love it, we take solace in it – for 
when we lose our rag we can always say even Jesus did the same!! Our biblical 
takeaway might simply be that he was just uber cross at the commercialisation of the 
temple and we need to avoid the same for our church.  That would be too easy and 
could offer false comfort.   
 

It’s an incredibly important story – it appears in all four gospels in different ways – so 
we know it’s true and a central event in Jesus’s life.  Matthew Mark and Luke place the 
event after Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem at the beginning of the last week of 
his life.  John places it at the beginning of his ministry – but John of course is always 
concerned with meaning rather than keeping a diary.   Certainly there was corruption at 
the heart of temple life. We know this from Jewish historians and we know there was 
good reason to have money changers – roman coinage with the heads of emperors 
and other idols was as seemly in the temple as a “devils and vampire party” or “beach 
wear Sunday” in the cathedral and to be avoided.   
 

Jesus’s actions were much more than simply ridding the Temple of corrupt commercial 
practice.  Neither was it an open political act against the temple or Roman authorities – 



had it been so they would quickly have rounded him and his followers up.  It was an act 
of prophecy and in the tradition of the Old Testament prophets – a reminder of where 
we are from, where we are now and why, and of where we are meant to be and how.  
 

The temple is the centre of faith, culture, business, life, a totem of identity – think Twin 
Towers, Notre Dame, Buckingham Palace, Wembley, the Parthenon and Kremlin all 
rolled into one – hard to imagine but imagine we must otherwise we will struggle to 
understand the magnitude of Christ’s dominion and witness to all and everything.   
 

In Christ the love and promise of God is embodied, the Jerusalem planted by David is 
but a shadow a metaphor of the heavenly Jerusalem and Kingdom of God.  The one 
temple is meant to evoke the oneness of God but is not in itself the fulfilment of his 
love and promise. Herod has adorned this totemic place for his own vain glory with 
enormous wealth, lavish trinkets and architecture.  Jesus seeks to restore souls not 
stones and divine purpose not earthly power.  Look at the prophets and Solomon 
himself as first builders of the temple at the heart of this earthly Jerusalem.  “Even 
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have 
built” (1 Kings 8.27) 
 

But “contain and constrain” was exactly the religious mode of the day – in the prophecy 
of Isaiah, of Jeremiah and others, the temple was never to be an end itself but a portal, 
a window for God’s blessing and not for Israel alone but all God’s creation.  Israel’s 
vocation was to be a light to the world not a private jewel – there was no room for hard, 
narrow, pious, nationalism and politics, which did not enlighten the world but condemn 
it.  

The real embodiment of the Kingdom of God, the embodiment of love, the fulfilment of 
the prophets and promise of God is Jesus’s vocation. The defeat of evil would require 
sacrifice but not the sacrifice of animals but a broken and contrite heart – the sacrifice 
of the self for the other for they are made in Gods image. The language of sacrifice is 
at the heart of Jesus’s life and ministry – “the son of man came to give his life up as a 
ransom for many.” Jesus’s protest is much deeper than the mere commercialisation of 
religion and mixing of God and Mammon.  All the buildings represented in my 
imagination earlier should shake or rather the folk they represent shake, be humbled 
and brought low   
 

What is the “so what?” of all this for us now in this place and time and situation? I 
cannot answer precisely. But I know that the reaction of clergy and ordinary parish folk 
to the closure of churches during the teeth of the pandemic cut to the heart and poses 
lasting questions.  Did we need this to remind us that the temple that Jesus spoke of to 
be destroyed and rebuilt in three days was his body not a building, did we need to be 
reminded that the Church is not bricks and mortar but people?  For those of us grafted 
and steeped in the Eucharistic heart of the faith, the answer must be no. 



Matter matters because God is the source of matter, because he is revealed in Jesus 
of Nazareth, in bread and wine, in acts of love not ideas and words.  Jesus acts in 
ways that are real and near not virtual and distant.  His way is costly and self-giving not 
self-serving. 

We can rightly celebrate our dedication if we remember and delight in how much God 
has dedicated to us in Christ that we may be dedicated to him and his world in the 
same love.  We have the words of the prophets but more so, we have the action of 
Jesus to love, to serve, to enlighten the world not to condemn or exclude it.   It is our 
vocation to use all the gifts, Gods gifts, entrusted to us to do this.  Fulfilling this 
vocation is going to be a huge challenge for us these coming months and years.  But 
dedicating ourselves to this task is why this place was dedicated and why we are here.   

 

The Revd Fr.David Wylie RN 

October 4th 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


