
Sermon Trinity 16  

Ezekiel 18:25-28, Philippians 2:1-11, Matthew 21:28-32. 

 

The real yes to God 

Through a range of recent parables and extracts from the gospels and scriptures we 

have explored the relationship between the heart and what we actually do. Our Mores 

our moral life our way of living, comes out of how we are on the inside.  This is not 

always revealed by what we say and indeed what we say often masks the inner self 

especially when God given conscience gets to work.  Inner personal reflection honesty 

and repentance is at the heart of our friend Ezekial and his call to the Hebrews to take 

personal responsibility to turn to God and live again – not just for their own sakes but 

for the sake of the community that is why he addresses his call to the house of Israel 

as well as the individual wrong doer.   

Personal conduct is at the heart of our current crisis and its management not just for 

the sake of the individual but for the whole community.  The cause of this particular 

crisis may well have been the misconduct of an oppressive society on the other side of 

the world but as the Prince of Wales has been rightly keen to highlight there are no 

clean hands in the world we live and there are other profound and pressing calamities 

for which we must all take responsibility and deal with the consequences.  To name 

two climate change and the assault on the natural world.  Probably the deeper cause 

of our crisis these have been at the heart of his thinking since he was mentored as a 

very young man by the great South African naturalist, philosopher and thinker 

Laurence Van der Post who sought to show so-called primitive societies and order are 

deeply instructive of God’s order and the balance of life.   Sadly the years and 

warnings seem to have caught up with us like a Old Testament community deaf to the 

prophets.  Choose life not death.  

Last week’s parable the workers of the vineyard reminded us that it is never too late to 

amend our ways and choose life.  This does not mean that the depth of repentance 

and magnitude of change required does not alter.  It does.   

Today’s parable of the two sons is a short little parable. One son says no but does the 

right thing and one son says yes but does nothing.  Short but it but remains focussed 

on the kingdom, repentance and action. This parable seems to echo Jesus sayings 

elsewhere that it is not what we say as much as what we do that matters.  “those who 
hear these words of mine and do the Fathers will, will be like those who build their 

house on rock.”  The parable of the House built on rock as opposed to sand is centred 

on those who do the will of God.  This is not to say that we have to get it right or that 

we can earn our way into the kingdom of God – we rarely get things totally right and 

can never earn our denarius remember our eternal life is pure gift – that was last 



weeks parable.  However the intent, the heart is everything and what we do and why 

we do it comes from the heart.   

On a contemporary level we all listen to a lot of leaders and wannabee leaders 

promising much to us and we have to question to what effect.  It is not a party political 

point to say that over promising and under delivering is a constant theme of this arena.  

But maybe it’s partly our fault moulding our society and leaders to tell us what we want 

to hear and they oblige.  They say yes knowing it cannot be done or won’t happen.  It’s 

not a charge that could be levelled at Prince Charles for most of his life and indeed 

even more powerfully the Old testament prophets would have won no elections.  

In some regards the parable of the two sons before us is a contrast of the one who 

over promises and delivers nothing with the one who promises nothing but delivers the 

goods.  The chief priests and elders with whom Jesus is having this discussion choose 

the first son as the righteous one the one who does the right thing even if first he says 

he will not do it.   

They have just been questioning Jesus’s authority and he has refused to answer 
unless they can say whether John the Baptists teaching and baptism was from heaven 

or men. They refuse to answer for fear of offending God on the one hand or the crowd 

on the other so Jesus refuses to answer their question except in the form of this 

parable.  And their choice brings judgement on themselves as one of the main conflicts 

Jesus has with the Jewish hierarchy: namely that worship and praise of God with the 

lips, obedience to the laws of purity and the external are worth nothing and worse have 

just created a yoke of hypocrisy and oppression if right action does not follow.   

Just as Sin is first an affair of the heart so is the path of righteousness .  Obedience is 

at the heart of the song of Christ’s glory recited by Paul in his letter to the Phillipians. 

Jesus himself in the garden of gethsemane does not say a simple easy yes to his 

father in heaven with the lips but “take this cup from me but not my will but yours be 

done”   

Saying yes to God is not a simple word on the lips it is not an easy path.  Jesus fulfils 

his life by fulfilling not his own promises but those of God.  The God we love and praise 

in worship and the love we offer to neighbour as self is the fruit of what God has both 

promised and done in Christ for us.   

So let us praise Him who keeps his promise for ever and fully delivers it through 

Christ’s life passion death and resurrection.  Amen 
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