
Sermon Trinity 12 

Jeremiah 20.7-9, Romans 12.1-2, Matthew 16.21-27 

Jesus is not concerned in the slightest with personality cult.  Everything he says and 

does points to God and the Kingdom of God – to be Christ like is to die to self.  

“anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my 

sake will find it”.  

I’ve spent much time these last few weeks engaged in marriage preparation – there is 

a lot to do and the circumstances of our time have made it hard. I am not married and 

unlikely ever to be so and so all I can really do is point in some inadequate way to the 

nature of Gods sacrificial love in Christ as the pattern and way for us in all our 

relationships and living if we are to find our true selves.  

One of the candidates I’ve been preparing is a tattoo artist.  He was a bit shy about 
specifying this in the registers but now is prouder of what he does.  He has reminded 

me of Martin a Royal Marine. He had an extraordinary tattoo on his back of the 

crucifixion – he never saw it – we did sometimes wed get him to stand behind the altar 

for a moment or two. There is a profound point of course knowing the most important 

thing in the world is there without it being obvious.  Ordinary living and life can if you 

like, have the sacrificial love of Christ tattooed into it. It happens where the other 

becomes more important than the self; it happens when God is recognised in the other 

and the self fades away.  

The good husband finds himself largely in living as if the wife is more important, the 

good wife as if the husband is more important, the good father as if the children are 

more important, the good mother as if her children are more important, the good friend 

as if the friend is more important – the good shepherd as if the sheep are more 

important than himself.  

We have heard a lot about dear Peter in the last few weeks. His ignorance is not just 

about the pattern and calling of Jesus but also about the pattern and calling of the 

disciples and of course his own.  To follow Jesus is to put God first and for the 

disciples that will mean following him in his passion.  Securing themselves in this age 

in this world will mean losing themselves in the age to come.  Eternal life is the reward.  

But let us not think this is otherworldly. It is not. It is rooted in this world and life.  God is 

made manifest in this life to restore his first creation with a new creation in Christ.   

It is about restoration, it does not leave the earth behind and wipe aside the first 

creation that we are called to love as God did and as he does.  Remember those 

words from the beginning of the bible - And God saw everything that he made and it 

was good.  There is no wiping away but there is change.  The apostles are changed if 

not yet – they are saved for eternal life but it happens through small steps and never 



forgetting from what they were saved and for why – think of the writings of St.Paul.  In 

Romans he is overwhelmed by Gods mercy for himself and wants it for others.  It is not 

an easy calling as Jeremiah discovered many centuries before.   

 

Discovering and rediscovering goodness at the heart of Creation including humanity is 

about change and it starts with the self.  The pinnacle of creation is humankind and at 

the heart of the Christian story is the balance of humility with the highest responsibility.   

God the creator and us his hand servants, and heirs but only because of grace and 

sacrificial love.  Discovering and rediscovering that which never serves the self but all 

that God loves.  It is a journey from Bethlehem to Calvary – not far in this earth but a 

deep and long journey in the heart.  

“anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my 

sake will find it”.  

Lose is better translated perhaps as deny – it is the same word that is used of Peter 

before he cock crows after peter has denied being a follower of Jesus three times. 

Peter denies Jesus before he learns to deny himself. He finds himself and finds the 

way of Jesus the way of the cross to be none other than the way of life and thus he 

finds his true self – the one the beloved creator can gaze upon and say -  and he saw 

all that he made and it was good.  
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