
Sermon Trinity 11 

Isaiah 22.19-23, Romans 11.33-36, Mathew 16:13-20. 

A fragile rock for a fragile world. 

In the world that we live in – everyone is quick to criticise the leader or the person in the limelight.  

The footballing adage of play the ball and not the man has been firmly relegated to a few honourable 

folk. The bulk of social media, newspapers and commentators are always hunting for the feet of clay; 

the human and personal weaknesses of those in positions of authority and leadership.  It is of course 

exacerbated by unworthy political leadership that prefers personality to policy.  It is a feature of life 

that infects the church too if we are honest – we can become more centred on what we think of the 

bishop, the vicar etc rather than what they actually do.  Jesus is not concerned in the slightest with 

personality cult.  Everything he says and does points to God and the Kingdom of God – to be Christ 

like is to die to self. 

It is worth repeating something of what I said in my sermon on the feast of Peter and Paul.  This 

gospel Jesus poses a general question first – who do people say that the son of man (meaning 

himself) is?   He has no real interest in the gossip, the word on the street. He cuts to the heart in a 

way only Jesus does time and time again.  Never mind people – who do you say that I am?  Jesus 

isn’t looking for an ego boost but only to assist his disciples in their spiritual journey. It is the key 

question for each of us here too.  

Only Peter answers the question – it is as if he is gripped by the spirit taken to heaven and back and 

the simple humble fisherman gives an extraordinary answer and becomes the metaphorical guardian 

of the gate – he holds the key.  But he will soon show he didn’t really understand his own answer.  It 
will be a long hard and emotional journey before he does understand and before the key opens the 

gate of the kingdom of heaven for him.  

The nature of the question is life-long and answering it takes us into the full humanity and divinity of 

Christ – Peter doesn’t really get it - yet. Soon Jesus will tell him “get behind me Satan” for saying he 
must not suffer.  Peter will protest that he will not deny Jesus and yet does three times and weeps 

bitterly.  Jesus is often hardest and most critical of those closest to him.  The ultimate critical friend. 

Peter cannot even bring himself to say that he loves the risen lord completely when confronted by him 

on the beach.  Jesus persists – “Simon – son of John do you love me?”  It evokes the last of Peter’s 
transitions from the hard rock like fisherman to broken humble friend.  “Oh lord you know everything” - 
you know where exactly who I am.  He will indeed show the love Jesus desires - complete sacrificial 

love and not just affection – but that will be later when the spirit leads Peter’s heart and soul whilst his 
persecutors lead his body to the same fate as his Lord.  The promise given him in Galilee in the heart 

of Israel will only become true in Rome in the heart of the world.  The keys spoken of in a little country 

will become ever his at the symbolic heart of the world - the keys now offered not to just a single 

nation and group of which Peter is just a humble fisherman but to the whole world like a shoal of fish 

he could never imagine on the little lake of Galilee.   

OK so Jesus is not concerned with personality cult – but why does he choose Peter as the key 

holder, the rock and chief pastor of the Church?  Peter would be annihilated by the modern forces of 

social media and obsession with personality and the world of Rome was equally unforgiving.  He gets 

so much wrong – his personality is flawed with a tendency to be severe headstrong and wrong! 

“Whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven” - surely such an exalted 

responsibility cannot be entrusted to such a man?  



Peter’s failures, his errors, his tears after he has denied being a follower of Jesus three times in front 

of an ordinary woman bystander in the crowd – it is quite a record. But Peter’s tears were repentance 

and his confession to the risen lord on the beach – O lord you know everything compounds his 

humbled state before the word made flesh God in Christ – and he is forgiven.  In the world’s eyes 
how foolish to entrust the whole people of God to Him – but the foolishness of God is wiser than the 

wisdom of men.  Jesus elsewhere says that those who have been forgiven much love much. This 

applies to Peter as much as any.  This will make Peter a forgiving and loving man unworthy in the 

eyes of the world, but exactly the one for the providential dispensation of a merciful loving God who 

lays down his life in Christ for others.  Peter by the grace of the Holy Spirit will do the same flawed he 

may be but it’s what he ultimately does that matters. He loves he forgives, he points away from 
himself to God and he lays down his life for others.  

He is truly a fragile rock for a fragile and broken world – it still is and only divine love and humility as 

shown in Peter offers a firmer foundation, wholeness and healing. Such are the keys that Peter holds.  
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