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I’d like to set the scene for today’s Gospel story. Jesus has just preached for several 
hours and then performed the feeding of the five thousand men, in actuality has 

probably just fed at least 10,000 people, and wants to rest and pray by himself. So he 

orders the disciples to set out across the lake by themselves, and he will follow after. 

Jesus sends his friends to Bethsaida. Interestingly Bethsaida means House of Hunting 

or House of Fishing. Now my commentary says that at that time the sea of Galilee was 

about 4.5 miles across at that time and that one stadia is 200 yards. So The disciples 

boat was a long way from the shore. For comparison Southend to the Isle of Grain is 6 

miles and Southend to Sheerness is 7 miles.  

Jesus needs to pray and be with his father, to recharge after such a long day. A storm 

whips up and when Jesus is finished praying he walks out to them across the water. To 

me this is such an understated demonstration of divinity. Evidently Jesus had not 

planned to sail across to Bethsaida. He had planned to walk, and walk he did, right 

through the eye of the storm. Jesus shows us that anything is possible if we have 

enough faith. Jesus shows truly shows us  

Initially when Jesus walks across to them the disciples recognise him as a Ghost. This 

isn't as unreasonable as one might assume, as in the book of Samuel the titular 

prophet was once raised by a Witch. So Ghosts may have been a culturally 

acknowledged, certainly the Romans and Greeks believed people could escape from 

Hades. But Jesus reveals himself ‘Take Courage, it is I’. If Jesus walked up to me and 
said that I would certainly have courage. Peter asks if he can walk out to meet Jesus, 

excited to witness and share in such a wonderful miracle. But he cannot. Its a little like 

in Peter Pan when the children cant fly because they can't imagine happy enough 

thoughts, our Peter, Peter the Patriarch fails to believe he can do it. Peter, as he so 

often does misses the mark and cannot have enough faith to walk upon the water.  

Once again I will re-iterate the thought of one of my recent sermons. Jesus saves. 

When Peter’s faith wanes and he becomes afraid Jesus supports him and saves him. 
Jesus lifts him up and helps him walk. This week we celebrated the feast of the 

Transfiguration, and this is another notable time when Peter messes up. In that story 

he proposes to pitch three tents, two for the two great patriarchs and one for Jesus. 

Jesus explains to him then that he doesn't understand the gravity of what he is 

proposing. Now we all know that Peter is disciple who ‘misunderstands’ the most. 
Peter is, I think, the most relatable disciple. Once he was a simple fisherman, like so 

many locals to Leigh-on-sea who eventually became the Pope. Peter’s intention is 



always good, always genuine but he fails often. Peter even eventually denies Christ 

three times. Jesus shows us that he has the power to save, and the power to bolster 

our resolve and help us to have a little more faith. As they climb into the boat the wind 

died down and the disciples recognise him as the Son of God. This is the first time in 

Matthew’s Gospel that the disciples truly comprehend that Jesus is the son of God not 
just a prophet.  

This is a time Jesus is revealed to his friends as the Son of God, and this is one of his 

most iconic miracles. In the space of the same day Jesus does some truly legendary 

things and shows his disciples who he truly is. His disciples finally understand that the 

Messiah is here, and he is with them, So they can begin to expect further miraculous 

things. Presumably Jesus knew all about Peter and the rest of his disciples. Jesus 

knew all of their failings, but loved them anyway. Jesus was aware of Peter’s diamond 
in the rough character, and said ‘On this Rock will I build my church.’ Knowing 
everything about Peter, Jesus saved him from falling into the water. Peter had ‘little 
faith’ and 2000 years later the church he began is still worshipping. If we have faith, 
even just a little, how much can we achieve? The biblical example is moving 

mountains, but our little faith is enough to do anything. Peter was ‘ye of little faith’ and 
look how much change he achieved with the assistance of God and Christ. How can 

we help one another? How can we change lives with our faith, I don't know, but God 

does, and our small faith can support us. Acts of small faith can make big changes, 

and even the smallest faith can change change the course of the future. AMEN.  


