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Coronavirus (Covid 19) and the life of the Parish. 

The Virus will impact our individual and corporate lives for some time. We will seek to keep you informed of 

best advice, current issues and changes by website: http://www.saintmargaretsleigh.org , facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/stmargaretschurchleighonsea, email if you subscribe to the bulletin, and weekly 

through our booklet and notices. 

The Church is a family of people not a building.  Whilst the 

church doors are closed for “public worship” in the normal 

way we are not ceasing our parish daily life of prayer, 

worship and most critically pastoral care.  Our prayer and 

worship cycle will continue in a “non-public” way as 

advertised.  If you wish to be part of making this so please 

contact Fr.David you will be welcomed.  

vicar@saintmargaretsleigh.org 
07768687605 

Together we will overcome this threat to our common life 

1.We ask all parishioners and congregants to observe best government direction and 

guidance however changeable that appears to be. We urge strong compliance with hygiene 

directives and social distancing as a civic duty.  Our own health affects the health of others 

and uses resources that may be applied elsewhere. 

2.The church will continue its daily cycle of prayer and worship as advertised.  Whilst the 

doors may be closed to public worship you may participate by rota to make this so in a 

“non-public” way.  This will include important times like Good Friday and Easter.  

3.Whilst there will be no “public” celebration of communion in the “normal” way – the 

blessed sacrament is ever present in our church to remind us of the sacramental presence 

of Christ and our fellowship with him and each other and to hear and respond to that.  

4.Daily prayers and readings are available for use at home, in a personal space, or 

elsewhere subject to guidelines. A good source is 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/daily.php?year=A  The Sunday booklet is also 

available online - please ask if you wish to receive it in hard copy. 

5. We do not have facilities for “live streaming” but a weekly homily and prayers will be 

available each Sunday online and in hard copy.  

“come unto me all who laden and are heavy burdened and I will refresh you” 

http://www.saintmargaretsleigh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stmargaretschurchleighonsea
mailto:vicar@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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6. We note that weddings and funerals are to continue.  It follows that If any person desires 

to be baptised, receive communion or make their confession “in extremis” they will not be 

refused, though this as with a wedding or funeral would be done in as safe and as pastoral 

way as possible please contact the parish priest.  

Mission and Ministry to the wider Parish. 

1. Schools. To the extent that they remain open and operate at a distance our daily 
ministry to our 4 schools in the parish will continue in various ways. 

2. Home communion and home visits from authorised persons will only be undertaken where 
absolutely essential and desired by the home communicant.  Consenting Eucharistic 
Ministers and Clergy, will comply with best practice for protection, hygiene, distancing and 
brevity of visit. 

3. Residential homes for the elderly are largely locked down and we comply with their 
protocols. 

4. Hospital visits will not be undertaken and pastoral care will be left to chaplaincy teams at 
the hospital 

5. Look after each other by communicating a little more than normal by 
phone and email. Let us build up a buddy buddy system of care for those 
who live and worship in our parish, especially the lonely and vulnerable 
and those who come to be with us from further afar. 


