St.Margarets Quarterly No.1

Welcome to the first of our quarterly bulletins and thank you to our compiler
and editor Barbara Southward. It is hoped that by doing this quarterly we
can better include a range of articles and content that will be of interest to
current residents and members of the parish residents and also former parishioners who have moved away for whatever reason. One of the joys that you
will read about in the articles for our centenary year has been the number of
folk contacting us and also attending some of the different events this year,
who have been touched in so many ways by the life of the Church at
St.Margarets. A big thank you to all of our centenary committee. There is
still a most interesting exhibition of photos and stories of the parish (in the
widest sense) in the hall which continues to attract comment from visitors
and we hope to incorporate this into a magazine and maybe a book over the
next year. It was great to see many different people but especially pleasing
that one of our former ordinands now our Diocesan Bishop, Stephen Cottrell
was able to come to so many events and occasions. I do hope that you may
consider becoming a friend and regular receiver of news – the next big anniversary may be a way off!
I am now nearing the end of my second year and this year has been a revealing one to me personally as to the historic character of the parish and what
this might mean for us as we seek to rebuild and re-root into the second century. Our interesting series of sermons and reflections on “Ancestors of Antioch” in Lent reminded us how we are called to be a biblical eucharistic and
worshipping community before all else. Reading through, and listening to the
stories of the first century of parish life shows how this traditional foundation
is not fixed but develops and changes with time and according to the people
amongst whom we are set. In that wonderful expression of the Prayer Book
we are called to make the unchanging Gospel “lively”. I hope that some
have found their faith made more lively by this last year.
The strength and liveliness of any institution and especially the Church is
rests on how outward looking and involved it is in the wider community. I
see this in my role as National Chaplain to the Royal Marines Association
and as County chaplain to the Royal British Legion. Those branches and
groups that thrive have an outward looking nature, those that are inward and
obsessed with themselves decay and die. Part of our centenary ethos and
thought has been to reinforce this “outwardness” at the heart of St. Margaret's.
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It is not a one off action or event of course but an attitude that ought to lie at the
heart of any Eucharistic community - a community of thanksgiving, and in the
heart of all the baptised. I described this missional mindset in a more prosaic
way in my vicar’s report in April as “joining up the dots” of our lives. There is
undoubtedly a tendency in our society, including the church, to compartmentalise – this is, of course, anathema to the Christian way.
Our parish continues to be a “schools parish” with our four schools – an unchanging theme of this last hundred years. St. Michael's Church of England
Preparatory School, where I act as deputy chair and chaplain, has a new head
Mr James Mobbs. He is a committed Anglican and accomplished musician having been a cathedral vicar choral including Chelmsford. We look forward to
welcoming him and his wife Fiona and children more regularly when they permanently move from Guildford next year. Belfairs Academy continues to grow
with over 2000 students now and I visit each Wednesday including our bible
study. West Leigh Junior School is less changed and I take assemblies several
times a term. It was gratifying how many of our Holiday Club children came
from West Leigh. West Leigh Infants School had grown again and year 1 have
been recently in class groups to visit the church. We continue to have some
governor representation and hope our relationship will grow again over the next
few years.
My other non-congregational parish and wider duties, aside from that mentioned include being Chaplain for the Mayor, the local Sea Cadets and Royal
Marine cadets and I continue as a reservist chaplain for the Royal Navy. They
have all started to use and plan to use St. Margaret's for services and functions
and I will write a little more about these aspects of parish life for the next quarter.
In the meantime do keep the parish in your thoughts and prayers and check the
website for other news.
Fr.David
The Revd Fr.David Wylie RN
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Church Services
November:
1st:

All Saints’ Day 19.30 Sung Mass
Followed by Bonfire & Hot Dogs
in vicarage garden

2nd:

All Souls’ Day 17.30 Sung Mass

10th:

Remembrance Sunday
09.00 Combined Mass
10.30 Community Service of Remembrance
with Parish Schools and Institutions

24th:

Last Sunday Supper Mass 17.30—18.15
Followed by pizza & pasta in the vicarage.

December:
1st:

Advent Sunday

22nd:

16.00 Community Christmas Carols outside
with bonfire, mulled wine and mince pies.

24th:

Christmas Eve
1600 Nativity & Christingle Service
23:30 Midnight Mass
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Church Services
Christmas Day: 10.00 Sung Mass

25th:
January:

Epiphany:

6th

10 am Mass Sunday 5th January

February:
2nd:

Candlemas : 10 am Mass
Whilst all details are correct at time of publication
changes may be necessary.
Keep up to date with regular services
and any alterations
via the weekly news sheet,
notice boards and the church web site.
www.saintmargaretsleigh.org
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Social Activities
Communitea: First Sunday of each month
16.30 in church hall
This is an afternoon tea for anyone who would like to
come. In particular those on their own, who find Sun
day afternoons are a time when company is welcome
especially in the winter months.
One Stop Coffee Shop:

Every Tuesday during School Terms.
09.00 in church hall
Edward Bear Club:

For pre-school children and their carers
09.15—11.15 Wednesdays During term time.
Church Sparkle:
Second Saturday of each month
09.30 with refreshments
East Anglian Evening
November 30th at 19.00
Tickets £7 Children 12 and under £3.50
How well do you know the counties
of Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex?
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Mothers’ Union

Nov. 25th

Dec. 9.

Corporate Communion in Church 12.00
Bring your own lunch to eat in the hall
afterwards. Coffee and tea will be
available
Meditation.
Meditation at Diana’s at 8pm with Rev
Ruth from St Barnabas.
Please remember subs will be due and it
would help if you put yours in an
envelope with your name on.

January 28th Everyone’s favourite - the AGM .
We will start at noon and the brief meeting will be followed by hot
soup and bread rolls, with coffee and biscuits to follow. We will
charge £5.00 and all profits will go to the AFIA appeal.
Away From It All (AFIA) funds breaks in the form of days out or a
week away in a caravan for those who cannot afford the luxury and
are recommended by someone who is aware of their need - as we all
know money doesn’t go very far in those situations so every penny
we can raise is a big help.
If you are interested in joining MU, please
contact Sheila 554044 or Angela 477126
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Cell of Our Lady of Walsingham

The cell of Our Lady of Walsingham meets monthly at local
churches. It is informal and very friendly. Everyone is invited,

whether or not a member. We meet at 7.30pm for Mass.

After Mass we have some light refreshments and the opportunity of chatting amongst ourselves. Of course, we
hope that those who do attend regularly will decide to become members of the Cell.
If you require any further information, please contact Peter
Fisher. Contact details on back page
Wednesday November 13th

St. Mary’s

Wednesday December 11th

St. Margaret’s

Wednesday January

8th

See weekly sheet

.
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Children and Young People

Cross & Dragons: (Sunday School)
For children aged 3-11. They learn about the faith through a
variety of activities. They join the entry procession at 10.00
service, then retire to the church hall. The children return
after the Peace to take part in the rest of the service.
Half Term Youth Club:
Thursday 31st October 2019
16.00—18.00
Thursday 20th February 2020
16.00—18.00
For more information or to register email
holidayclub@saintmargaretsleigh.org or ring 07768 502 725
Last Sunday Supper Mass
Last Sunday of each month 17.30—18.15
For those who are unable to attend morning services ands
aimed at younger people.
Followed by pizza & pasta in the Vicarage until 20.00
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Where are they now?
Christopher Dowsett
Since December I have been training at
Defence Medical Services Whittington
(DMS Whittington) and in late May I
completed the main bulk of my medical
training, (Common Core) where I learnt
an in depth knowledge of the human
body and standard procedure for assessing a casualty. I learned how to
treat their injuries - including gun shot
injuries, explosions, spinal injuries, anaphylaxis,
burns, cardiac arrest. I also learned pharmacy and
environmental health. During this time I was in a tri
service environment learning alongside medics from
the RAF, Army and Royal Navy.
After completing Common Core I was sent to Scotland to work alongside Royal Navy and Royal Marine
medics for six weeks. I learnt and practised many
medical skills in an active sick bay (medical centre).
When I had leave I went to the Highlands and climbed
some mountains with friends which was challenging
but a lot of fun.
After my six week placement I returned to DMS Whittington for the second part of my medical training
(Royal Navy Single Service) where I learnt some advanced medical skills.
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This included treating casualties in a Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear environment and
how to lead a team of first aiders on board a ship in a
war
fighting
situation
called Medical Organisation For Action (MOFA).
Both of these models were
interesting and fun but
very tough. For MOFA we
spent a week onboard a
training ship where we
had to find casualties,
evacuate them from a
compartment due to a flood or fire and from the deck
under enemy fire, treat them and move them up and
down ladders on stretchers towards the Medical
Headquarters where prolonged care could be given. I
also attended a week long leadership training in
Wales alongside other branches from the Royal Navy
where we tented and did lots of adventurous training
such as climbing the Brecon Beacons, rock climbing
and gorge walking which involved jumping off waterfalls which I loved doing. During each day we were
given tasks and told to lead our team in completing
the task.
After completing Royal Navy Single Service I was sent
to Scotland again for another six weeks medical training in a medical centre working alongside Royal Navy
and Royal Marine medics. When I have leave I am
climbing mountains again in the Cairngorms with
friends. After my six weeks medical placement I then
go to a hospital for five weeks to gain some more experience before returning to DMS Whittington to pass
out as a Royal Navy Medical Assistant.
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ST. MARGARET´S CENTENARY CELEBRATION
St. Margaret's Leigh - “ 100 years of change and continuity“
By Sheila Tuttas
Saturday 20th July and Sunday 21st.July, 2019 marked the start of
St. Margaret`s Centenary celebrations and what an impressive, inspiring and successful weekend it proved to be. It was a weekend
full of special events.
On Saturday afternoon there was tea, cordial or wine and sandwiches and cakes in the church garden followed by the Yardham Folk Orchestra providing an interesting start to the festivities.

This was followed by the Community Festival Eucharist presided by
the Bishop of Richborough and concelebrated with past and present
priests of the parish, a wonderful idea and in St. Margaret`s beautiful
church it was given its full glory.
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The congregation appreciated this and it was a very moving service.
The Festival Service was followed by a Hog roast in the garden and
old and new parishioners and family and friends enjoyed a very
pleasant evening reminiscing about past and present events at St.
Margaret`s, or looking at the exhibition of old photos and newspaper articles about St. Margaret`s and Leigh in the church hall and the
church.
Later in the evening there was a fantastic firework display ,organised by Jeremy Shallis, bringing the day`s celebrations to
a very happy end.
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Centenary Celebrations
St Margaret’s Centenary Reunion Mass
Sunday 21st July 2019
By Debbie Clarke neé Pollard

It was an enormous pleasure to return to St Margaret’s on
21st July to attend the reunion Mass. It is 44 years since I
was a regular member of the congregation, and I think
around 25 years since I was last in the church. The previous occasion had also been a reunion of 7th Leigh-on-Sea
Guides.
I was a member of St Margaret’s
in the late 1960’s and early
1970’s, first attending Brownies
and then Guides, then being
confirmed there and from age
14 becoming a member of the
AYPA youth group which I absolutely loved, especially the youth
hostelling trips to Snowdonia and the Peak District.
I left Southend when I became a student nurse in London
in 1975, but still attended services at St Margaret’s when
home for an occasional weekend off. I met my husband
Peter in London and we were married at St Margaret’s in
1981. Our wedding service was conducted by Father Ernest Stroud, and John Barham was the organist.
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On 21st July I arrived early having allowed plenty of time to
drive from home in Orpington. I was a bit nervous about
whether I would feel like an outsider, and whether I would
recognise anyone after such a long gap. I need not have worried. I was warmly greeted by Bob Southward (who I had
never met but had been put in touch with when I enquired
about the centenary weekend). I then spotted Father Robin
who had also been part of the “AY” in the 1970s, then Peter
Maddox and his sister Teresa, then Doreen Sporle who had
been one of my Guide leaders. Doreen was delighted to hear
that I am still involved in Guiding.

The church looked lovely and much brighter than it used to
be. It was enhanced for the occasion by the beautiful flowers. It was great to see so many people there and the service,
conducted by Father David was a wonderful celebration of
100 years of worship and service to the community. Hymns
were a great mixture of traditional and modern and were
sung with enthusiasm and sincerity. I didn’t count the number of ex-St Margaret’s clergy in the procession but there
were a lot!
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After the service there were refreshments in the hall followed by a barbecue garden party so plenty of time to
catch up with old friends and to meet some of the current
members of the congregation. The photo displays were
very well set out brought back memories for many of us.
I am so pleased that I chanced upon mention of the St Margaret’s Centenary when having a nostalgic look at the
church website a couple of months ago. Not only was it a
lovely happy and spiritually uplifting day, but it has also enabled old friendships to be renewed which will now continue.

I hope and pray that the church will continue to grow and
thrive, and I am looking forward to the next celebration.
Isn’t it the centenary of the church building in a few years’
time….?
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Centenary Pageant and Recommissioning
Sunday 25th August 2019
By Peter Maddox

St Margaret’s began as a Mission Church within the parish of
St Clement’s in Leigh in 1919, finally becoming an independent
parish some ten years later in 1929. As part of our Centenary
Celebrations we planned to recognise the roots of St Margaret’s by holding services at both churches. We were delighted to be joined at this event by the Rt. Revd. Stephen Cottrell,
Bishop of Chelmsford, who grew up as a member of St Margaret’s congregation.
The service at St Clement’s commenced slightly later than intended as somehow, despite all the planning, no one remembered to bring the service books. So a member of St
Margaret’s congregation was despatched to collect them. The
service at St Clement’s looked back at the immediate post war
period and how the plans for a new church came to fruition.
It was encouraging that a good number of people were present
from both parishes.
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At the end of the service twenty or so members of the two congregations lined up to form a procession, led by two candle
bearers, to walk to St Margaret’s. Also included in the procession were people carrying banners from each church, whose
main challenge was to avoid entangling the banners in the
trees on route. Fortunately the weather was good as we
walked along the Broadway and Marine Parade and down
Burnham Road to the church. Traffic kindly stopped on the
London Road to let us across and we joined other parishioners,
who had organised refreshments for us, and others who made
the trip to St Margaret’s by car.

Having refreshed ourselves, members of
both congregations
joined in a recommissioning service in St
Margaret’s. We were
finally sent on our way
with encouraging words
from Bishop Stephen.
Particular thanks are due to Fr David Wylie of St Margaret’s
and Fr Clive Hillman of St Clement’s for arranging the service.
Thanks also to David Stowe and the musicians for the music
and everyone who, in any way, helped make the event such a
success.
Peter Maddox
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Bishop Stephen

Reminiscences of people past

John May receiving a certificate awarding him the position of
Church Warden Emeritus
in recognition of all he does for St Margaret’s Church.
21

Going Home
Wednesday 11th September 2019
By Barbara Southward
'Going Home' was the final part of our Centenary Celebrations and
was in the form of a Birthday Party.
Bishop Stephen had set off from St Margaret's Church six years ago
in his bid to walk the whole of his diocese. This he finished on 11th
September 2019 by 'going home' to his home parish and at the same
time bringing to a close our celebrations.
Our Mothers' Union provided a sumptuous tea of sandwiches,
crisps, biscuits cakes, lollipops, ice-cream and much more, and
students and children
going home from the
three schools in our
parish were offered
refreshments.
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The students from Belfair's Academy were first on the scene and
watching them enjoy the goodies on offer brought locusts to mind!
They were all extremely polite and gracious and many a ‘thank-you’
was to be heard. At one point Fr David was surrounded by a crowd
of them. He freely admitted he didn't know the names of many
(there are 2000 students in Belfair's' Academy) but they all knew him
and were comfortable in his company feeling able to approach him
and talk to him. He was in his element with this age group and there
was much hilarity. As one person observed ‘sowing the seeds’.
Following on from Belfair's, the children from St Michael's School
and West Leigh Schools were treated to cakes and ice-cream. During
this time the Bishop arrived with members of St Clement's congregation and fellow walkers from Canvey and other parishes who had
walked with him. He ceremonially cut a cake, made by Hilary Shallis,
representing the three areas of the diocese.

After speeches from the Mayor and Bishop we trooped into church
for a short ten minute service
of thanksgiving and a final
blessing from the Bishop.
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Holiday Club 2019
‘Come and Sea’
By Bunnii Wheatley

The Saint Margaret's holiday club 2019 was great. All of the
children got involved with all of the activities and thoroughly enjoyed each one, from art to sport. A lot came not having any friends, however, by the end they all had plenty.
As a helper myself, and not knowing anyone, for the beginning I felt slightly awkward. However, everyone else was super friendly and even I made friends!
The last day was something special! All of the children loved
the bouncy castle, water balloons, and fish and chips lunch.
They were all proud to then show off what they had done
over the last three days with a final presentation to all of
their parents, grandparents and guardians. Then, the holiday club was all happily ended with a huge game of tug of
war.
"Come and Sea" was truly SPECTACULAR!
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A TALE OF TWO FESTIVALS
By Peter & Ann Fisher

It is customary for the Right Reverend Norman Banks, Bishop of
Richborough, to have a Festival at St. Alban’s in August of every
year and sometimes a Festival in one of the other cathedrals in
the Richborough region. The area covered by Bishop Norman’s
pastoral and sacramental supervision of orthodox catholic parishes in the Church of England is very extensive indeed. It encompasses thirteen dioceses in the eastern half of the country
and also the Diocese of Europe.
Bishop Norman’s Festival at St. Alban’s Cathedral on Saturday,
August 10th was a splendid affair. The weather forecast was not
encouraging: some sunny intervals interspersed with heavy rain.
But we were fortunate, there being much sunshine and no rain
at all. A concelebrated Mass was at 12noon with Bishop Norman presiding and preaching. There was something like four
hundred people in the congregation. This was a greater number
than last year. To have this number of the Richborough family,
with their priests, gathered around their bishop was uplifting in
itself. At the end of the service we walked to Bishop Norman’s
house, a short distance from the Cathedral and set in a beautiful
garden, for a picnic lunch and a short bible study. And then it
was back to the Cathedral for Choral Evensong led by the Dean,
the Very Reverend Jeffrey John, and the conclusion of a glorious
day.
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This year Bishop Norman also had a Festival at Rochester Cathedral.
This was on Saturday, September 14th. Again, the weather was fine: a lovely late summer day. We thought that, considering the
number at the St. Alban’s Festival, there would be a smaller congregation at Rochester. But not so: in fact, the numbers of both priests
and people seemed to be larger. Again, it was a concelebrated
Mass with Bishop Norman presiding and preaching.
Sometimes we feel that our tradition is tolerated but not honoured
by the mainstream Church of England, but not so at Rochester Cathedral. We were welcomed by the Dean, the Venerable Philip Hesketh. The Bishop of Rochester, the Right Reverend James Langstaff,
and the Venerable Julie Conalty, Archdeacon of Tonbridge, joined
in the procession and were present throughout the service. Bishop
James assisted in the administration of holy communion and, at the
end of the service, he briefly addressed the congregation. He said
that our tradition is part of the richness of the Church of England;
that it should be treasured and that we should not keep it to ourselves.
After Mass, it was either a picnic on the grounds between the Cathedral and the Castle or the sampling of the delights of one of the
many historic hostelries nearby. We chose the latter. It was then
back to the Cathedral for Choral Evensong led by the Dean, and the
end of another glorious day for the Richborough family.

27

Mothers' Union trip to Ely
By Hilary Shallis

On 12 September a dozen or so MU members with some
husbands and friends joined others on a coach to go to Ely.
Arrangements had been made for members of the Ely Cathedral branch to meet us and give us coffee etc. We were
taken to the Lady Chapel where we were provided with
warm scones with butter and jam,
cake, biscuits and tea or coffee.
This was a lovely introduction to
our time in the Cathedral and several local members were on hand.
One lady I spoke to knew our Diocese well as her husband had been
priest in several parishes before his
retirement seven years ago and
move to Ely.
We had been provided with "hop
in, hop out" tickets for the Cathedral so we could come and go as we wished; we were to be
given a conducted tour at 2.30. Some of us stayed in the
Cathedral and its precincts while others wandered around
the town. It was market day.
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It is helpful to have the services of a tour guide as it is so
easy to miss important features if you just wander around
alone. We learnt that the building was constructed mainly
in the 14th/15th centuries and is the third longest (after
Winchester and Canterbury) in the UK. A great deal of the
current decoration dates back to Victorian times. Ceilings
have always fascinated me, and this Cathedral is no exception. The ceilings are magnificently decorated and my neck
suffered quite a bit the next day! The Lady Chapel where
we had had coffee was at one time a parish church and a
connecting passageway was built as a millennium project,
with the addition off this passage of necessary toilet facilities. There is at the moment also a stained glass exhibition
in one of the tower rooms, accessed via a spiral staircase.
Several of us decided that part of one day just isn't sufficient to see all there is in such a
magnificent building.
Our thanks to Lucia for her hard
work in organising this day out for
us.
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Christmas Greetings
There will be no Christmas Greetings leaflet
this year. Over the past three years the
Christmas Greetings leaflet has been put into
the letter rack for collection by all subscribers
to Bulletin with a few on the table for those who
are not.
The majority of the leaflets were thrown away
in February.
This year instead there will be a board in the

entrance porch on which members of the
congregation may put a Christmas greeting.
This can be in the form of a card

or some other greeting.
Of course there will still be the letter rack and
tables for individual cards if you prefer .

All the photographs in Bulletin and many more can be viewed
on our website where there is an option to print any you may like.
www.saintmargaretsleigh.org
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Who’s Who at St Margaret’s
Parish Priest:
The Rev’d Fr. David Wylie RN 07768 687 605
vicar@saintmargaretsleigh.org
Churchwardens:
Mrs Anne Mills 07747 618 926
Mr Peter Fisher 07758 177 195

churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
Hall enquires:
Mrs Julia Fenton 07980 909 244

hallbookings@saintmargaretsleigh.org
Organist & Director of Music: & Church bookings:
Mr David Stowe 07876 496757

music@saintmargaretsleigh.org
churchbookings@saintmargaretsleigh.org
Webmaster:

Bob Southward 07876 685 210
webmaster@saintmargaretsleigh.org
Editor for contributions to Bulletin:
bulletin@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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