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An historical note on 

St.Margaret's  1919-2019 

 

On 9
th

 March 1919 100 

people gathered in a 

temporary hall on the 

current site and the first 

bishop of Chelmsford 

inaugurated the beginning 

of St.Margaret’s to serve the 

West Leigh area. That 

momentous time at the end 

of the First World War 

brought many changes to 

our society. The foundation 

and development of 

St.Margaret’s embodied 

many of these impacts and 

changes, beyond just the 

geography of the parish 

map.  Homes for heroes, 

new buildings, optimism for 

the future and a desire to 

offer service to God, and 

neighbour, were all part of 

the mix. Architecture, 

transport, the role of 

women, work, leisure, 

health and education all 

would see rapid and 

significant change. 

Much change in 100 years 

but constancy too, 

embracing new challenges 

and opportunities. Knowing 

our roots and what to save 

from the past while 

recognising where change is 

needed; upholding beliefs 

and values which endure, all 

this makes good community.  

You are welcome to join us 

celebrate the past and 

present and embrace the 

future of our community 

here in Leigh.  Do take a 

look at our growing local 

history archive on our 

website and feel free to play 

your part. 

www.saintmargaretsleigh.

org 

http://www.saintmargaretsleigh.org/
http://www.saintmargaretsleigh.org/
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Church Services  
 
 

 
 

Last Sunday Service 
28th July 1730 - 1815 

followed by pizza/pasta 
 
 

All other services 
as advertised 

on the web site 
and on church 
notice boards 

 
 
 
 
 
CELL OF 
OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

Our next 
meeting will 
be on 
Wednesday, July 10th at 
St James' Church 7.30pm 
for Mass. It is informal 
and very friendly. 
Everyone is invited, 
whether or not a member. 
If you require any further 
information, please 
contact me. (See below) 
Peter Fisher  
***************************** 
 Mothers' Union 

Monday July 

22.   Corporate 

Communion  

8pm in Church                             

followed by refreshments in 

the vestry   
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Social Events  
 
Communitea  
Sunday 7th July 1630-
1800 in the church hall 
 
See Centenary Weekend 
posters for main social 
events in July. 
 
Where Is It?     
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month's picture 

was of the icon on the 

balcony. 

It is a print of the 

famous Russian Icon of 

the Trinity painted by 

Rublev and based on the 

passage in Genesis 

Chapter 18 verses 1-2 . 

More details can be 

found in details below 

the gallery. 

  

In July where will you 

find this in St 

Margaret's Church? 

 

********************* 

In July we 

are 

particularly 

collecting Marmalade; 

Jam (any flavour) 
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Chocolate spread; Baked 

Beans; Peanut Butter 

and Marmite. 

All Donations should be 

left in a box in the 

porch for delivery by 

Peter Maddox. Any 

other donations will be 

gratefully received. 

********************** 

 
Congratulations to Zara 
Mills who took part in the 
50 metres Butterfly race 
at the East England 
Region Gala in May. 
 
 

*********************************** 

Amusing Quotations 

from Parish Magazines 

 
Ladies, don't forget 

the rummage sale. 

It's a chance to get 

rid of those things 

not worth keeping 

around the house. 

Bring your husbands. 

 

********************* 
Let us Remember Them 

 
Over the last hundred 
years St Margaret's has 
grown and been 
sustained by a vast 
number of unsung 
Christians. As part of our 
centenary celebrations it 
would be good to  record 
all those we remember 
for their work and 
contribution to the church, 
so their memory is not 
lost and we retain a 
sense of belonging to a 
continuing, living church. 
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If you remember 
someone who has 
contributed to St 
Margaret's in whatever 
way, humble or 
otherwise, would you 
please record their 
names in the notebook at 
the back of the church 
with a line or two about 
their contribution and 
your memory.  If you 
have a photograph of the 
person  involved would 
you also please  email 
it to 
Bridge263@gmail.com 
  
Sing praise then, for all 
who here sought and 
here found Him, 
Whose journey is ended, 
whose perils are past: 
They believed in the 
Light; and its glory is 
round them 
Where the clouds of 
earth’s sorrows are lifted 
at last 
*********************** 

 

Walsingham 
weekend Pilgrimage 2019 

This year our pilgrimage took 
place on 31st May until 2nd 
June.  A smaller group went 
from our congregation this 
year, but were joined by our 
friends from both St James, 
Leigh and St Luke's, 
Prittlewell.  We were blessed 
with fine weather throughout 
the weekend and both the 
Shrine, the beautifully tended 
grounds and the surrounding 
area  were looking just as 
beautiful as ever.  The 
winding paths and flower 
beds that flow through the 
gardens with Alliums, Lilies, 
Lavender and other flowers. 
resembling a purple river are 
a joy to behold.

 
 

We all arrived at different 
times depending on when we 
left home, who we were 
travelling with, some 
stopping for lunch at 
Swaffham on the way, some 

mailto:Bridge263@gmail.com
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coming from staying with 
friends nearby, so it is 
always nice to meet up - if 
not before, at supper time in 
the refectory - sharing 
experiences of our separate 
journeys and enjoying the 
lovely food, ahead of our first 
visit to the Holy House which 
this year was at 9 
o'clock. Mass in this place is 
always a moving and special 
way to start the 
weekend. This replica of the 
Holy House in Nazareth 
which is breathtakingly 
beautiful with all the candles 
flickering is due to a vision of 
Mary that a local 
noblewoman, Lady Richeldis 
had in which she was told 
this shrine of Mary should be 
built and where.  Hence 
Walsingham has become 
known as England's 
Nazareth and was flocked to 
by pilgrims from all over 
Europe who have gained 
comfort and strength in good 
times and bad. 
 

Saturday morning and after 
breakfast we meet for the 
outdoor Stations of the Cross 
service led by Fr. David. The 
first Station is in the garden 

at the right of the shrine and 
the other Stations being at 
various points meandering 
through the gardens and 
between buildings and 
walkways - some very 
narrow with barely enough 
room - perhaps reminding us 
of how it was on Good Friday 
with all the crowds of people 
struggling to see.

 
 
After lunch it is free time until 
the early evening.  Some of 
us decide to go off to Wells 
next the sea, some explore 
the local area by foot 
enjoying the beautiful 
scenery with tiny village 
churches dotting the 
countryside and disused 
railway lines to walk by and 
lovely pubs to stop at for a 
crafty half!  Alternatively a 
shorter walk of about a mile 
to the stunning Slipper 
Chapel or of course simply 
staying in the Shrine grounds 



 

Church wardens:  Anne  Mills    07747618926           

                                             churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org       

                            Peter Fisher  07815 686316                                

                                             churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org    

  Web site:www.saintmargaretsleigh.org       
 

 
appreciating the quietness 
and tranquillity. 
 

The beautiful evening 
services conclude with the 
outside procession of Our 
Lady of Walsingham through 
the winding paths in 
candlelight, singing and 
raising our lanterns as we 
go.   

 
Some of our number get to 
take part in the service, 
either serving, acolyte, 
thurifer or reading, which is 
wonderful.  Afterwards a visit 
to the Black Lion pub proves 
very enjoyable with the men 
having local beer and the 
ladies discovering a new 
Norfolk Gin called Archangel! 
One among us is very happy 
as we have just found out 
that Liverpool have won the 
Champions League cup! 
 

Sunday morning and instead 
of going to the parish church 
as we have other years, 

some of us make the journey 
to St Margaret's! yes St 
Margaret of Antioch in 
nearby Tatterford where the 
vicar that some of us know is 
Fr Edward Bundock who is 
the son of Fr John Bundock 
(former priest of our own St 
Margaret's)! A tiny, tiny 
church, so as you can 
imagine we vastly increased 
their congregation!  It was 
beautiful and like something 
out of a strange fairytale 
really. 

 
 

Back to Walsingham in time 
for pre lunch drinks in the 
Norton Room (well actually 
sitting out on the terrace as 
the weather is still beautiful!), 
lunch and then the afternoon 
services which included the 
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Sprinkling of Holy water and 
anointing and healing which 
is always a lovely service 
and very moving, followed by 
the final procession and Last 
visit to the Holy House 
before wending our way 
home, except for a lucky few 
who had arranged to stay for 
one more night and return 
home on Monday morning. 
 

We leave this wonderful little 
place recharged and 
refreshed ready (reluctantly!) 
to go back to our routines but 
determined to come back 
soon.   
If anyone has not been to 
Walsingham - or not recently 
then we would urge you to 
consider coming next time. 
Similarly if you have 
previously been on a day 
pilgrimage please consider 
coming for the weekend as 
actually staying there gives a 
different perspective and 
more chance to soak up the 
atmosphere.  Please ask any 
of us if you would like to 
know more. 
 
Clare Fraser 
 
 

Centenary Celebrations 
 
We are welcoming many 
people to St Margaret's over 
the Centenary weekend. The 
main source of food will be a 
Hog Roast on Saturday 
evening but we shall also 
need cakes, salads and 
desserts. There is a list at 
the back of church on the 
board of all that will be 
needed. Please look and see 
what you can offer. We are 
not asking for huge amounts 
from each person, but if 
many supply a small amount 
than it will end up as a 
sumptuous feast.  
 
There is also a 'Hosting 
Rota' whereby we need 
people to host for one hour 
only, again to help share the 
load. This will mean 
everyone will be able to 
enjoy the weekend. 
 
Please do your bit to help 
make the weekend a 
success and so that the 
responsibility does not fall on 
the few. 
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Recent events involving 
 St Margaret's Church 

 
Walsingham Pilgrimage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joint Ecumenical Service 

on Belton Hill 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Civic Service 
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Thank you 
 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all who 

supported our Coffee 

Morning at Hilary's for 

AFIA, the project that 

gives short holidays or days 

out to families unable to 

afford that luxury but who 

often desperately need to 

get Away From It All. 

The £157.50 raised  will go 

towards MU being able to 

give that pleasure to 

another family.  

Families are recommended 

to us by their parish priest 

or social worker and sadly 

last year there was a lot of 

need and the AFIA fund 

was down to pennies so we 

are concentrating our 

fundraising on that at the 

moment. 
 

 

 
Many thanks to all those 
who supported Julia 
Philip's Coffee morning, 
£420 was raised to be 
split between 
Alzheimer's Society and 
St Margaret's Centenary 
fund. 
The weather was lovely 
and most people were in 
the garden. 
 
 
 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
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