St Margaret’s Church
Leigh on Sea

How the Church building strengthens our
Commitment to the Life-Giving Trinity

A Guide to the interior of St. Margaret’s
“For this is none other than the house of God
and this is the Gate of Heaven”.
www.saintmargaretsleigh.org

Welcome
We hope that you will enjoy your visit to St. Margaret’s Church. Our Church is
almost 100 years old and there is a wealth of history to be discovered within its
walls. The Tour guides will be happy to answer any questions that you have.
The History of Our Patron Saint
St. Margaret was a young girl at Antioch in the 4th century who refused to
marry the local Roman prefect. He was captivated by her beauty, but
nevertheless would not tolerate her defiance. She refused to marry such a
cruel individual that persecuted the Church. As a consequence he imprisoned
and tortured her. When she still refused to marry him she was executed.
There is a legend that links St. Margaret to a dragon as a symbol of the evil she
overcame by her martyrdom. There is also the story that she was eaten by a
dragon and burst out from his stomach because of the power of her holiness.
Service Details:
Sunday

8.00 am
10.00 am

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

7.30 pm
8.00 pm
8.30 am
9.30 am

Friday
Saturday

9.00 am
9.00 am

Said Mass
Parish Sung Mass
Fellowship in Coffee Bar
Rosary/Meditation
Said Mass
Said Mass
Said Mass
Fellowship and coffee in Vestry afterwards
Said Mass
Said Mass

There are additional Services such as Benediction, Healing and Anointing
throughout the year - please check our website for the latest information.
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For further information please contact - Parish Priest: Fr David Wylie 01702 471773
Church Wardens: Anne Mills 01702 529094/07747618926; Peter Fisher 01702 16401/07495070741.

On entering through the WEST
DOOR (Lime Avenue entrance) one
is immediately struck by a sense of
space and colour – both
ingredients in the Father’s creation
of a beautiful universe. The layout
of the building speaks to us of the
journey (or pilgrimage) from birth
to grave and beyond it to the
Heavenly City, which is our true
home.

THE FONT in the South west corner
(right hand side) is where the
journey begins – for by Baptism we
are set upon the way, made children
of God and inheritors of the Kingdom
of Heaven. But we do not travel
alone. The many seats (some filled
on Sundays for Parish Mass) remind
us that we have joined “The
Company of the Redeemed”, the
congregation. The word company
(cum panis) means those who share bread together, and in this
church the Eucharist is the centre of our life.
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THE CENTRAL ALTAR (Consecrated in 1986) is the focal point round
which we gather Sunday to Sunday:

The Lord’s own service
For the Lord’s own people
On the Lord’s own day.
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To share the Bread and Cup which enable Christ’s life, through His
Body and Blood, to grow in us we support one another on the
journey.
The original HIGH ALTAR above and beyond is for us a distant
glimpse of the Holy City – the object of our journey where Christ, the
Victor over sin’s death, is throned in glory.

THE RED LAMP burning in the Sanctuary is a
living flame to remind us of the Holy Spirit’s
continual indwelling, both in this Holy House
and in the Temple of our own hearts.

On the RIGHT HAND PILLAR before
the CENTRAL ALTAR, hangs a cross
(it varies depending on the season).
This depicts Christ crucified or Christ
in Majesty.
www.saintmargaretsleigh.org

The side Chapel on the right
(THE LADY CHAPEL) is dedicated
to Christ’s Mother. Here most
weekday Masses are celebrated.
There is provision here before
OUR LADY’S STATUE for you to
light a candle as the outward

sign of your request for her prayers –
for your needs and the needs of all her
children. For she is also the Mother of
The Church. (We know in our own
family experience how helpful it is for
Mum to put a word in for us)
THE STAINED GLASS WINDOW above
the altar represents the Epiphany of
Our Lord, and is a Memorial to Father
Norris, 2nd Vicar of the Parish.

Halfway down the South wall you will find
a niche containing an image of OUR LADY
OF WALSINGHAM, where requests for
prayers are often left and where also the
www.saintmargaretsleigh.org

church bell is rung each day for the Angelus. (The words of this
thanksgiving for Mary’s acceptance of the task of becoming Mother
of God are to be found on the kneeling bench).
A BLUE LAMP burns for Mary.
(As is custom of our Church, a blue lamp is always
set beside Our Lady).

The side Chapel on the left is known as the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel or the Chapel of the Resurrection. The statue above the altar
shows Christ holding the Orb (symbol of the world) in His hand.

In the safe (AUMBRY or
TABERNACLE) beside the altar is
kept the RESERVED
SACRAMENT – of Christ’s Body
– so that He can be taken
readily at any time of the day or
night to the sick and dying.
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A WHITE LAMP burns here to
show that Christ is particularly
present here in the form He chose
to continue His life among us.
“THE REAL PRESENCE OF CHRIST
IN THE EUCHARIST”. For this
reason this corner is the most
sacred part of the Church and
many find it a special place to
pray. A prayer stool and some papers for prayers are kept there. It is
customary to kneel, momentarily on one knee – “Genuflect” where
you see the white lamp as a token of your love for Christ’s Real
Presence.
In the aisle beyond the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel there is a
Prayer Desk and Chair which are
used for CONFESSIONS. Here
Christians who are eager to
become more Christ-Centred
come to receive the Forgiveness
He won for them on the Cross.
Using the Priest as Christ’s “ear
and mouth” they tell out their
sins and receive both His encouragement and His absolution.
Together with the Eucharistic regular Confession is a major “staging
post” in preserving in our Christian journey.
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In the wall beyond the Confessional and
to the left of the High Altar you will see
the statue of our Patron – St.
MARGARET who died rather than
abandon her trust in Jesus, at Antioch
(Modern Turkey) at the beginning of the
4th Century.

Beneath the statue is a memorial
stone to Father Hilditch, the first
Vicar of the parish.

Around the Outer Walls you will see the 14
STATIONS OF THE CROSS which picture the
stages by which Jesus was led to His death.
This devotion, derived from pilgrims
retracing Christ’s steps in Jerusalem, can be
undertaken privately (you can use the words
in the Walsingham Manual) or, together in a
service, particularly during Lent.
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As you go down the wide
main aisle look up at the 14th
Century RUSSIAN ICON OF
THE TRINITY and read its
meaning for us in the framed
comment on the wooden
pillar beside the Lobby doors.
The Trinity is for us the
model and aim of our parish
and family life.

You may also, on entry to the
Church, dip your fingers in the
Holy Water Stoups beside the
doors and make the Sign of
the Cross again with your
moistened fingers to remind
yourself that you have been
baptised into Christ.
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Life at St.
Margaret's

St Margaret’s Youth Group meets regularly during
school holidays. Please contact Ann Rowson
07768502724 for further details

St. Margaret’s Church
Lime Ave
www.saintmargaretsleigh.org
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One Stop Coffee Shop.....
Drop in for a cup of coffee and a
chat on a Tuesday morning 9.15
am to 11.15 am.
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