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“Remembrance 100”
11th November 2018
This year obviously marks the 100th
year of the armistice at the end of the
First World war when the guns fell
silent at 1100 on the 11th November
1918. It was a time of hope and
poignant remembrance and the setting
for the foundation of our parish which
celebrates 100 years in 2019.
Consequently at St. Margaret’s, in
conjunction with our parish schools
and institutions, we will be holding a
special, very participatory service of
remembrance and thanksgiving 10301130 followed by a reception in the
upper hall.
The service will involve our various
school choirs, orchestra, music
groups, uniformed groups, dramatized
readings etc as well as the traditional
act of remembrance and wreath laying
at 1100. You would be very welcome
to join local veterans, serving
personnel, congregants, parishioners
and children from our schools and
parish to mark this unique occasion.
Our collection of the day will go to the
work of the Royal British Legion via the
Leigh-on-Sea Branch which has done
so much over the last couple of years
in conjunction with the Blade
foundation to educate and engage with
26 of our local schools; re-routing
remembrance as living local history
Parish Priest:

and real relevance for our own day in a
way that has won national acclaim.
You are very warmly invited
participate in this event with us.

to

With prayers and best wishes.

Fr. David
The Revd Fr.David Wylie RN
Vicar St.Margaret of Antioch Leigh-onSea
National Chaplain of
the Royal Marines' Association
Essex County Chaplain
Royal British Legion.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In Memoriam






The Font was a gift to the church
from 'A PARISHIONER FOR A
SAFE RETURN FROM THE
GREAT WAR'
The 'St Michael' window above
the statue of St Margaret is a
memorial window.

The Statue of Our Lady is in
memory of 'William George
Hammerton RA who died a
prisoner in Thailand September
1913 & Albert Ernest Hammerton
Essex Regt who died in action at
Caen 29th August 1944'

The Revd Fr. David Wylie RN
07768 687 605
vicar@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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Church Services
1st - All Saints' Day
Sung Mass 7.30 pm
2nd - All Souls' Day
Sung Mass 7.30 pm
11th - Combined Sung Mass 9 am
Remembrance 100
10.30 am
All other services as advertised
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Social Events
1st - Bonfire & Hot Dogs after Mass
4th - Communitea 16.30 - 18.00
10th - Church 'Sparkle'
9.30 - 11.30
after 9 am Mass
Refreshments provided.
Tuesday mornings
(not half term)
One Stop Coffee Shop
9.15-11.15
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Monday 19th
Judith Meaden - Our Diocesan
President
Lunch
11.30 for 12 noon
Talk starts 1.30.
If you are interested in joining MU,
please contact Sheila 554044 or
Angela 477126
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church wardens: Anne Mills 07747618926
Peter Fisher 07815 686316

CELL OF
OUR LADY OF
WALSINGHAM
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday
6th November at St Mary's
Church
7.30pm for Mass. It is
informal and very friendly. Everyone
is invited, whether or not a member.
If
you
require
any
further
information, please contact me by
telephone (01702 216401) or by
email
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org

Peter Fisher
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Significant Days in November
1st - All Saints' Day
2nd - All Souls' Day
11th -St Martin, Bishop of Tours
16th - St Margaret, Queen of
Scotland Philanthropist, Reformer of
the Church, 1093. There is a chapel
in Edinborough Castle dedicated to
her and all women named Margaret.
17th - St Hugh Bishop of Lincoln,
1200 Patron Saint of sick children,
sick people, shoemakers and swans!
20th - St Edmund King of the East
Angles 870. Martyr
22nd - St Cecilia, Patron Saint of
Musicians
23rd - St Clement
30th - St Andrew Patron Saint of
Scotland
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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We

have

been

finish off the remainder of the

supporters of HARP

rhubarb and apple crumble (or else it

for many years and

be

thrown

away)!

I

heartily

will be continuing our donations of

recommend the addition of a couple

Food

of bowlfuls after ones cornflakes.

and

Goods.

This

month:

Meatballs; Tinned meals (no alcohol)
Meat Curries; Minced meat in Gravy.

We’d all had an excellent night’s
sleep and so after Morning Prayer
(and selfie) we set-off with a spring
in our step. Anthony decided he
wanted to stay in front in order to
“keep going” and we followed in a
group on another warm morning. The
atmosphere had changed slightly.
We were all perhaps a little less
frivolous as the realisation sunk in

May we also remind you that as the

that this was the last day and that

weather turns colder the people

Walsingham beckoned.

served by HARP also need warm
clothing, sleeping bags and blankets.
Warm socks are particularly needed
in large sizes. All donations should
be clean and can be left in the box
at the back of church.

Just before North Elham Anthony
finally decided that he shouldn’t be
walking. We texted the support
team and then for the next 3-4
miles were able to following track of
the disused North Norfolk Railway

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

(which if we had been able to follow

The Diary
of a Walking Pilgrim

the actual route would have taken us

Day 7 Fri 2 June
Swanton Moreley to
Walsingham – approx. 18 miles
We all awoke keen an eager for the

Chapel and right into Walsingham

nd

last day. Anthony’s foot was deemed
“un-walkable” but he wasn’t to be
deterred because he deemed he
would be “letting down the team!!”
Breakfast was more wonderful than
usual, because we were implored to
Church wardens: Anne Mills 07747618926
Peter Fisher 07815 686316

through Fakenham, past the Slipper
itself). This included an unscheduled
stop at County Station where the
station infrastructure, signal box
and a few carriages are largely
preserved. Although there were a
few nettles and a lot of the sleepers
were rotten, it was very peaceful
and safe without any road traffic,
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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straight and to quite an extent

our favourite song at the top of our

shaded from the sun. We had to

voices. We were emotionally greeted

return to the proscribed route when

by a fabulous ‘Reception Committee’

we came across a bridge that had

of some of our fellow weekend

been dismantled and we had to

pilgrims from St Margaret’s and St

slither down a steep embankment!

James’. After a short rest and

We arrived at Gt Ryburgh and were
somewhat aggrieved that the pub
was only open during the evening –
but

we

should

not

have

been

downhearted. We decided to rest
our weary legs in St Andrew’s church
which was virtually next door and
finding several parishioners within
we were once again able to tell our
story and were supplied with tea and
several homemade cakes. Anthony
was obviously well refreshed after
this, because he decided he wanted
to walk again!

north, over the very busy A47 and
on to Little Snoring for lunch in the
car park of yet another St Andrew’s.
After a suitable break we set-off
again for Great Snoring and then
turned west to go down towards the
Chapel.

into the Slipper Chapel for prayers
and thanks. We then processed the
mile and a half to Walsingham
singing the Walsingham Hymn and
many others from our booklet. Peter
Fisher was at the head holding our
St

Margaret’s

alongside

banner

John

with

St

proudly
James’.

Walking up the High Street and on
down to The Shrine singing at full
voice along with our gang of pilgrims
was, as you can imagine after 131
miles,

a

very

very

emotional

experience.

We left Gt Ryburgh and headed

Slipper

another welcome cup of tea we went

I

have

never

approached Walsingham from this
direction and was able to enjoy this
aspect of the Vale of Stiffkey for
the first time.

At The Shrine we had our First Visit
and then went up to the Barn Chapel
for our First Mass. This would be
the last time we were a separate
group.

Again

a

very

emotional

occasion – Fr Bill had to stop on
several occasions with lumps forming
in all our throats. Mass said, we
celebrated with a couple of bottles
of champagne and for the first time
for many days it started to rain. We
then

went

off

in

different

We arrived at the Slipper Chapel

directions and became part of the

virtually bang on schedule, singing

combined weekend pilgrimage.

Church wardens: Anne Mills 07747618926
Peter Fisher 07815 686316

churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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We

all

enjoyed

weekend

advised that he was only expecting

pilgrimage, doing the “usual” things.

the ‘right’ words to be sung to the

None of us walked down to the

Walsingham

Slipper Chapel again that weekend.

disappoint him and for two verses

Not that we were too knackered – in

replaced the traditional chorus with

fact on Saturday afternoon some of

our very own “Halfway, halfway,

us donned our walking boots again

halfway to Walsingham” rendition,

for a walk around the Abbey grounds

which had others looking a little

and

bemused but for us tears in our eyes

then

on

up

the

through

Great

Walsingham for an afternoon stroll.
The

publican

“recognised”

us

at

The

immediately

Hymn.

We

didn’t

and lumps in our throats. The service

Bull
–

apparently she had been following
the daily pictures and comments
that had been put on our website

of departure on Sunday is always
emotional – and for us more so - the
final part of week that will never be
forgotten and for me one of the
greatest weeks of my life.

over the week. We also met a group

So – why did we do it? A very good

of four gentlemen with whom we

question. A few years ago after a

engaged in a long laugh-interrupted

Walsingham Cell meeting (at St

conversation. They wanted to know

Margaret’s) I was in conversation

all about our walking pilgrimage and

with Karen and Maureen and at some

they regaled some experiences they

point mentioned that I had walked to

had had when they were younger and

Walsingham twice in the 1970’s. The

had cycled to Walsingham from

seeds of a ‘cunning plan’ were sown.

Liverpool. It was such a convivial

In 2015 the plan came to fruition

occasion and for some reason we

and six of us did the Walking

were again plied with ales to enable

Pilgrimage. Unfortunately for Karen,

us to keep up the banter.

despite taking a lot of time for

During the evening, just before the
Procession of Our Lady round the
Shine grounds, the news of our
week’s

walking

experience

was

announced and we had to stand up to
accept the applause of our fellow
pilgrims. With Fr Bill “in charge”
that evening, in stage whisper he
Church wardens: Anne Mills 07747618926
Peter Fisher 07815 686316

preparation, blisters developed early
on both feet and by around the
hallway mark she had to stop and
jump into the support car. She
maintains

that

this

pilgrimage

“changed her life” and she was
determined that one day she would
do it. It was all down to her and
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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Maureen that this pilgrimage took

letter rack, by December 16th at

place and I am delighted to report

the latest.

that Karen completed the whole
Pilgrimage without experiencing one
blister!

If you are making a contribution to a
charity in lieu of cards you are
welcome to mention the charity,

Would I do it again? In short – yes but bearing in mind that the benign
weather did play a major part. I
couldn’t do it alone (as Anthony did
in 2016) – he is walking properly

If you prefer to send cards then
please do so, there will be the usual
table at the back of church; this is
just a suggestion for an alternative.

again now! But, I’d love to do it again,
hopefully

with

my

“pilgrimage

family”.
Donald Fraser
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

From The Editor

Around and About
New Road Methodist Church
New Road Leigh-on-Sea
SS9 2EA
Fishermen's Chapel Fest 270

This is the time of year when we
start to think about purchasing and
sending 'seasonal' cards. If like us,
you are pruning your list as the cost
of cards and postage rises then
maybe this will help.
Last year, I suggested that instead
of

sending

individual

cards

to

members of the congregation, you
let me have a copy of your Christmas
wishes for everyone and I produced
a special Christmas leaflet for all,
containing just these wishes. I am
proposing doing this again this year.
Contributions

are

limited

to

25

270 years since
John Wesley preached at
the chapel in Old Leigh
Saturday 3rd November
Midwinter Artisan Market
Sunday 25th November
A running programme throughout
the afternoon and evening
Gospel Choir; Songs of Praise;
A wide range of talks; Mindfulness;
History of the Chapel;
Refreshments and more.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

words and should be with me by
email or by leaving a note in the
Church wardens: Anne Mills 07747618926
Peter Fisher 07815 686316

churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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"Meaning Beyond Absurdity"
Art, Faith, War and Peace.
St Clement of Rome, Leigh on Sea
4 November 2018: The Right Revd
Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford
The Resurrection of the Soldiers.
Cost will be £5 includes coffee/tea and
a biscuit. Proceeds to be divided
between church funds and The Royal
British Legion.

Thank you




For attending the Greek evening.
A good time was had by all and
£278 was raised.
For supporting the Michaelmas
Fayre. £1286 was raised.



For Harvest Gifts, which were
taken to the HARP Centre



For

donating

£170

to

the

Harvest appeal for Christian Aid


For taking time to help with the
monthly clean of the church
(2nd Saturday of the month)

Don't forget to visit our Church
website
www.saintmargaretsleigh.org
It is up and running and is continually
under review. There are regular
updates and your comments and
suggestions would be appreciated.
We also have a Facebook Page
St Margaret's Leigh on Sea.

Church wardens: Anne Mills 07747618926
Peter Fisher 07815 686316

I was intrigued by the war memorials
in church and undertook some
research. I found the following
report concerning Sgt Jack Boston.
BAS

RAF
wartime bomber crew
finally laid to rest
By Kate Connolly in Berlin
12:01AM BST 02 Sep 2005
The haunting strains of Last Post
drifted
across
Berlin's
Military
Cemetery yesterday as the remains of
five members of an RAF bomber's
crew were buried 61 years after it was
shot down.
The remains were found two years ago
in a field south of Berlin, tangled in the
wreckage of their Halifax LW 430, shot
down by Luftwaffe nightfighters.
About 25 relatives gathered in Berlin
for the ceremony in which the men
were buried with full military honours.
Brothers and sisters of the men, aged
between 22 and 31 at the time of their
deaths, paid tribute to their bravery
before laying flowers at the grave.
Just one coffin, containing the remains
and draped in the Union Flag, was
lowered into the ground by members
of the RAF's Queen's Colour
Squadron.
The grave was marked by a single
headstone with the words "Five airmen
of the 1939-45 war, members of the
crew of Halifax LW 430" engraved on
it.

churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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The other two crewmen are believed to
have been thrown from the plane but
were recovered by locals in Saxony at
the time of the crash. They are thought
to have been buried in a cemetery
nearby.
Prayers were said earlier at the former
garrison church of St George's at a
service opened by a recital of Franz
Liszt's Liebestraum (Dream of Love).
The plane's navigator, Sgt Norman
Cooper, 24, who became engaged 18
months before the tragedy, had
wanted it to be played at his wedding
and, if he failed to make it home from
the war, at his funeral.
His youngest brother, Gordon, 79,
from Wiveliscombe, near Taunton,
said: "It is as traumatic now as it was
when I first got the news. He was such
a happy lad, very cheeky and with
good looks that earned him the
nickname Gary Cooper. I recall
walking down the street with him and
wishing the girls would look at me like
they looked at him."
The crew, which had been together for
nine months, was on its 19th mission.
One more would have seen it stood
down from operations.
June Llewelyn, 69, the younger sister
of Sgt John Burdett, the wireless
operator and air gunner, who was 22
when he died, said: "I'm happy to be
able to finally close this chapter in my
life.
"When the RAF contacted me to say
they'd found him I felt like I'd won the
lottery. I grew up always wondering
Church wardens: Anne Mills 07747618926
Peter Fisher 07815 686316

what had happened to him and this is
a very emotional day for me."
On the night of 24 March 1944, the
Halifax took off from RAF Leconfield,
North Yorks, for what turned out to be
its last sortie. Unexpected winds of
more than 100mph blew it off course
and into the path of nightfighters and
heavy ground fire.
The night proved to be the second
worst for losses suffered by Bomber
Command in the Second World War.
Out of 1,000 bombers on operations
that night, 72 were shot down.
Yesterday's burial was attended by
Gunter Sinnecker, a Luftwaffe pilot
from the squadron that shot down the
Halifax. Relatives supported the move
to invite him.
"I suppose we have to look at it as
though they were just doing their job,"
said Gillian Beresford, whose cousin
Sgt Jack Boston was an air gunner.
"Our chaps were doing theirs." The
crew consisted of Pilot Officer William
McLeod, from Glasgow, Air Bomber
Sgt Sidney Wheeler, from Bristol,
Wireless Operator and Air Gunner Sgt
John Burdett, from Basildon, Flight
Engineer Sgt Angus Webb, from
Whitstable, Air Gunner Sgt Jack
Boston, from Leigh-on-Sea, Rear
Gunner Sgt Ronald Turner, from
Monks Risborough, Bucks, and
Norman Cooper, the navigator, from
Taunton.

churchwarden@saintmargaretsleigh.org
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